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•DH.UGGISTS'  SHITTIJVG  T'RA'DB. 

The  Export  Merchant  Shippers'  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and 
Dbtjggist  will  be  published  on  March  9.  The  recent  Board 
of  Trade  Returns  testify  to  the  extraordinary  growth 
of  the  export  trade  from  this  country,  chemicals,  medicines, 
and  allied  products  showing  in  1906  more  than  the  general 
average  increase  in  quantities  and  values;  and  doubtless  a 
large  share  of  the  future  trade  could  be  obtained  by  special 
efforts  on  the  part  of  our  advertisers  to  place  their  goods  well 
before  the  trade  in  this  number.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
circulation  to  subscribers,  copies  will  be  sent  to  the  buyers  in 
the  principal  Export  Shipping  Offices  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  Publisher  will  be  glad  to  give  any  further 
information  regarding  the  Number  on  application. 


Summary. 

The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance 
what  has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in 
the  first  column. 


A  Most  eventful  week  for  every  man  and  woman  in  phar- 
macy and  the  drug-trade.  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel,  Under-Secre  - 
tary of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  is  to  introduce  a  Poisons  Bill 
into  the  House  of  Commons  freed  from  the  company,  curri- 
culum, and  Irish  clauses,  thus  confining  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  to  the  sale  of  agricultural  and  horticultural  poisons  by 
unexamined  persons.  It  is  his  intention  to  refer  the  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  impartial  M.P.s,  one  chemists'  and  one 
agricultural  representative  being  included.  Mr.  Winfrey  has- 
also  introduced  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill,  which  is  the- 
same  as  last  year  (p.  299). 

We  deal  fully "  with  these  matters  in  two  special  articles 
(p.  296),  and  our  observations  in  the  Lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons  induce  us  to  urge  upon  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
the  necessity  of  the  constant  presence  in  the  Lobby  of  coun- 
cillors and  officials  who  could  give  Mr.  Winfrey  and  Mr.  Idris 
adequate  support  in  respect  to  the  technics  of  pharmacy  law 
(p.  297).  We  also  point  out  that  the  Government  measure 
violates  the  first  principle  of  the  1868  Act,  which  was  that 
poisons  should  not  be  sold  unless  by  examined  and  registered 
persons,  and  that  only  such  persons  and  certain  others  should* 
use  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist." 

The  replies  to  miscellaneous  inquiries  embody  some  good 
recipes  (p.  315). 

A  Useful  Note  on  Deniges'  test  is  contributed  on  p.  313, 
which  students  should  especially  note. 

The  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  has  been  formed  by  amalga- 
mating nine  medical  societies  (p.  282). 

An  Intee-State  Pharmaceutical  Conference  on  the  lines  of 
the  B.P.C.  has  been  held  in  Adelaide  (p.  287). 

The  price  of  household  soap  has  had  to  be  raised  owing  to 
an  increase  in  the  cost  of  raw  material  (p.  282). 

The  Liverpool  City  Council  have  had  a  discussion  on  the 
question  of  labelling  patent  and  proprietary  medicines 
(p.  283). 

A  Portrait  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Taylor,  President,  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Workington  Chemists'  Association,  is  given 
on  p.  304. 

Professor  Henri  Moissan,  the  Paris  chemist  whose  re- 
searches with  the  electric  furnace  are  well  known,  died  on 
Wednesday  (p.  285). 

Saccharin-smuggling  is  still  rife,  women  often  being  the 
agents  employed  for  bringing  saccharin  into  the  LTnited  King- 
dom (pp.  284  and  299). 

A  Dispensing  Chemist  has  been  fined  in  Natal  for  not 
labelling  a  bottle  of  medicine  "  Poison."  The  law  should  be 
amended,  said  the  Judge  (p.  286). 

Mr.  J.  C.  Kidd  gave  the  Manchester  chemists  an  interest- 
ing paper  and  demonstration  on  visual  optics.  We  give  a  few 
notes  on  the  historical  part  of  the  paper  (p.  305). 

The  conclusion  of  the  magisterial  hearing  of  the  Battersea 
manslaughter  charge  against  a  chemist  is  reported  on  p.  293. 
Mr.  Bartlett  was  committed  for  trial  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court. 

A  Scotch  Law-lord,  in  giving  his  decision  in  the  pre- 
liminary pleas  in  the  butter-of-antimony  case,  has  laid  down 
rulings  important  to  retail  chemists  who  recommend  their 
goods  (p.  288). 

Some  further  particulars  about  Leblanc  and  his  soda- 
process  are  given  by  "Xrayser"  on  p.  295.  Our  contributor 
also  makes  comments  on  the  recently  published  Registrar- 
General's  report. 

The  Powder  which  was  set  as  an  exercise  in  the  Students' 
Corner  consisted  of  cadmium  sulphate,  Rochelle  salt,  and 
potassium  oxalate.  The  reports  sent  in  were  of  "  a  very  high 
standard  of  excellence"  (p.  280). 

Phenacetin  and  Chrtsarobin  are  dearer,  and  an  advance  is 
expected  in  cocaine  hyd.  Cod-liver  oil  is  firmer,  the  stormy 
weather  having  hindered  the  fishing.  Quinine  is  dull  and 
easier,  pending  the  bark-auctions.    Isinglass  is  lower  (p.  3C9). 

The  Evening  Meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  on  Wednesday  was  taken  up  by 
a  paper  on  the  assay  of  pepsin  by  the  biuret  reaction, 
the  authors  being  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  and  Mr.  W.  Dickson.  The 
paper  and  discussion  are  given  on  p.  300. 

Mrs.  Wilcock,  the  wife  of  a  Bridlington  chemist,  has 
been  fined  5/.,  and  costs,  for  selling  paregoric. — A  South 
London  pharmaceutical  chemist  has  been  fined  under  Sec- 
tion 16  of  the  Pharmacy  Act"  for  selling  corrosive  sublimate 
tablets  to  a  person  unknown  to  him  (p.  289). 
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Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication.  The 
reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not  to  be 
dealt  with. 

Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  mora  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  will  comprise  acids  and  inorganic  bases  occur- 
ring in  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  is  to  be  submitted 
to  a  thorough  systematic  examination,  all  its  constituents 
are  to  be  detected,  and  proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  sub- 
stances detected  are  the  only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of 
salts  (accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope, 
not  a  stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday, 
February  26,  and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following 
day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday, 
March  9.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account 
of  the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  con- 
stituents detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as 
an  accidental  impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the 

■  essential  constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Special  Note. — The  analysis  announced  above  forms  the 
fifth  exercise  in  the  analytical  tournament  for  the  current 
winter  session.  The  usual  monthly  first  and  second  prizes 
'  in  this  series  of  analyses  will  be  awarded  only  to  apprentices 
or  assistants  who  are  preparing  for  the  Qualifying  examina- 
tion of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  or  of 
Ireland,  which  fact  must  be  attested  on  their  reports. 

Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  January  23  con- 
tained 1  part  by  weight  of  cadmium  sulphate,  5  parts  of 
sodium  potassium  tartrate,  and  4  parts  of  potassium 
oxalate.    The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is — 

Cd    5.0 

K    23.9 

Na    4.1 

SO   4.2 

C.H.0   26.2 

CO   19.1 

EO    17.5 

100.0 

The  powder  also  contained,  as  impurities,  a  trace  of 
magnesium  and  inconsiderable  traces  of  zinc  and  of  the 
hydrochloric  radical. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  45  students, 

■  and  17  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination.  The  failures 
in  the  detection  of  the  several  constituents  of  the  powder 
were  :  (a)  Metallic  radicals  : — Cadmium,  4 ;  potassium,  1 ; 
sodium,  1.    (b)  Acid  radicals: — Sulphuric,  3;  oxalic,  6; 

•tartaric,  4.  Two  students  failed  to  note  the  evolution  of 
water  when  the  powder  was  heated  in  a  dry  test-tube. 

As  an  exercise  upon  the  metallic  radicals,  this  month's 
analysis  was  of  a  simple  kind  and  did  not  furnish  oppor- 
tunity for  real  complications.  The  errors  into  which  some 
•  correspondents  fell  were,  in  consequence,  almost  all  hoary 
with  age  and  of  that  description  which  has  been  hammered 
-at  in  this  column  probably  ever  since  the  latter  was 
instituted.  A  recent  literary  critic  said  of  an  authoress 
that  ' '  she  never  used  a  short  word  when  a  long  one  would 
■do  "  :  we  might  say  (with  apologies  to  the  critic)  that  a  few 


students  apparently  never  use  dilute  hydrochloric  acid  as  a 
solvent  when  the  concentrated  acid  will  do.  The  facts 
that  cadmium  sulphide  and  other  sulphides  of  the  copper 
group  are  soluble  in  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid  and, 
consequently,  are  not  precipitated  by  hydrogen  sulphide 
when  this  acid  is  present  in  too  high  a  degree  of  concentra- 
tion, are  referred  to  here  frequently  ;  yet  mistakes  due  to 
their  being  overlooked  turn  up  as  often  as  we  set  exercises 
which  afford  opportunities  for  them.  Cadmium  compounds 
making  their  appearance  where  metals  of  the  iron  group 
were  being  sought  for,  caused  no  little  difficulty  in  a  few 
cases  on  this  occasion. 

One  or  two  correspondents  assumed,  upon  the  strength  of 
very  incomplete  evidence,  that  the  precipitate  of  cadmium 
sulphide  consisted  of  arsenious  or  of  antimonious  sulphide, 
and  reported  the  presence  of  arsenium  or  antimony.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  they  did  not  carry  out  their  confirmatory 
tests  with  sufficient  care  to  disprove  the  incorrect 
assumptions. 

The  application  of  the  chloroplatinic-acid  test  for 
potassium  to  the  original  solution  of  a  substance,  irre- 
spective of  what  the  latter  contains,  is  an  objectionable  pro- 
ceeding to  which  attention  has  been  called  again  and  again  ; 
but  it,  too,  recurs  with  great  regularity. 

An  error  which,  probably,  was  not  quite  so  obvious  as 
some  of  those  just  referred  to,  arose  through  evaporating 
the  hydrogen-sulphide  filtrate  to  dryness  and  igniting  the 
residue  in  a  porcelain  basin,  to  destroy  organic  matter.  The 
fused  mixture  of  potassium  and  sodium  carbonates  which 
resulted  from  the  ignition  attacked  the  glaze  of  the  porce- 
lain and  led  to  the  introduction  of  aluminium  and  the  silicic 
radical  into  the  solution  under  analysis.  This  was  the 
source  of  the  aluminium  reported  in  one  or  two  instances. 

As  regards  the  acid  radicals,  the  exercise  was  less  simple 
in  character.  The  presence  of  salts  of  two  organic  acids 
introduced  a  complication  with  which  only  about  one-half 
of  our  correspondents  were  able  to  deal  satisfactorily. 
Those  who  were  most  successful,  nearly  all  detected  the 
presence  of  the  oxalate  by  producing  a  precipitate  of  calcium 
oxalate  in  presence  of  acetic  acid  (although  in  almost  every 
case  calcium  chloride  was  employed  as  precipitant  instead 
of  calcium  sulphate — the  correct  reagent  in  the  known 
presence  of  a  sulphate).  The  presence  of  the  tartaric  or 
the  citric  radical  was  rendered  tolerably  certain  by  the 
behaviour  of  the  original  powder  when  heated  alone  or 
with  concentrated  sulphuric  acid ;  and  Deniges'  test  for  a 
citrate  gave  a  negative  result.  Direct  evidence  of  the 
presence  of  a  tartrate  was  obtainable  by  careful  applica- 
tion of  the  test  with  silver  nitrate  and  ammonia. 

Despite  the  occurrence  of  a  good  many  mistakes  in  this 
month's  analyses,  we  are — as  indeed  we  usually  are — exceed- 
ingly gratified  at  the  very  high  standard  of  excellence  of 
some  of  the  reports  sent  in.  Considering  the  small 
quantity  of  each  powder  which  is  at  the  disposal  of  students, 
we  are  impressed  and  occasionally  surprised  by  the  in- 
genuity and  resourcefulness  of  some  correspondents,  and 
the  minute  accuracy  of  the  results  which  they  obtain  in 
dealing  with  the  analytical  difficulties  presented  to  them. 
Prizes. 

The  first  prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
John  Eunson,  Jun.,  Main  Street,  Biggar. 

The  second  prize  has  been  awarded  to 
Austin   D.    Norton,   Trinity   Road,  Handsworth, 
Birmingham. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a 
price  not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a 
first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about 
five  shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 
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The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books 
they  select. 

Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 
1.  Correspondents  who  are  unqualified : 


John  Eunson  (1st  prize)    96    Bronkho    62 

Austin  D.  Norton  (2nd        1  Kaolin    62 

prize)                             95    G.  F.  H.  C   61 

Micros                               94    Norseman    59 

Socius                                94    Sintram    56 

A.  F.  W                          83    Query    49 

V.  L.  B  79  ;  S.  N.  N   47 

Concilio  et  Lahore      ...  69 

2.  Correspondents  who  are  qualified,  or  who  have  not 

indicated  that  they  are  unqualified : 

Boiling  Point                    97    W.  P.  P   96 

Tamot    98  | 


To  Correspondents. 

John  Eunson,  Jun. — We  cannot  explain  the  formation  of 
a  precipitate  when  you  boiled  with  mercuric  sulphate  in 
applying  Deniges'  test:  no  such  result  was  obtained  in  our 
hands.  Use  calcium  sulphate  instead  of  calcium  chloride 
when  testing  for  a  tartrate  in  the  known  presence  of  a  sul- 
phate, as  the  former  cannot,  while  the  latter  may,  cause  the 
formation  of  a  precipitate  of  calcium  sulphate.  You  can  easily 
prove  that  a  precipitate  contains  calcium  oxalate,  and  is  not 
merely  calcium  sulphate,  by  washing  it  with  water,  mixing 
it  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  and  observing  that  the  mixture 
when  heated  decolorises  a  dilute  solution  of  potassium  perman- 
ganate. 

Austin  D.  Norton. — The  traces  of  calcium  you  found  must 
have  got  introduced  during  the  course  of  your  analysis.  We 
made  a  careful  search  for  calcium,  but  failed  to  obtain  any 
indication  of  its  presence. 

Micros.— When  precipitating  the  sulphides  of  the  copper 
and  arsenic  groups,  it  is  desirable  to  pass  hydrogen  sulphide 
through  the  acid  solution,  first  hot  (to  hasten  the  reduction 
of  arsenic  acid)  and  then  cold  (to  ensure  that  the  precipita- 
tion of  the  various  sulphides  shall  be  complete).  In  the 
resent  instance  omission  to  saturate  the  dilute  solution  with 
ydrogen  sulphide  in  the  cold  caused  some  of  the  cadmium 
to  remain  unprecipitated.  Use  sodium-hydrogen  tartrate 
instead  of  tartaric  acid  in  testing  for  potassium.  Read  the 
reply  immediately  preceding. 

Socius. — Your  mode  of  testing  for  a  citrate  was  not  quite 
satisfactory.  It  was  unnecessary  to  remove  the  tartrate  before 
applying  Deniges'  test  for  a  citrate,  and  the  precipitate  of 
calcium  sulphate,  which  you  obtained  on  adding  mercuric 
sulphate,  was  sufficient  to  render  the  test,  as  you  applied  it, 
almost,  if  not  entirely,  useless. 

A.  F.  W.— Your  test  for  the  presence  of  an  oxalate  seems 
to  have  been  properly  applied.  We  cannot  account  for  your 
failure  to  detect  the  relatively  large  quantity  that  was 
present. 

V.  Li.  B. — The  addition  of  calcium  chloride  to  a  neutralised 
solution  of  the  powder  would  cause  the  precipitation  of 
calcium  oxalate  as  well  as  of  calcium  tartrate.  Note  that 
the  addition  of  any  acid  to  an  old  solution  of  potassium 
ferrocyanide  produces  a  greenish  or  bluish  colour  whether  the 
acid  contains  iron  or  not.  The  powder  did  not  contain  an 
iodate. 

Concilio  et  Labore.— Had  the  hydrogen-sulphide  precipi- 
tate consisted  of  antimonious  sulphide  it  would  have  dissolved 
readily  on  treatment  with  potassium  hydroxide.  Note  that 
chloroplatinic  acid,  as  a  test  for  potassium,  must  not  be 
applied  to  the  original  solution  of  a  substance  which  contains 
metallic  radicals  belonging  to  the  various  analytical  groups. 

fl.  F.  H.  C. — The  hydrogen-sulphide  precipitate  did  not 
dissolve  in  ammonjum  hydrosulphide,  and  hence  it  could  not 
consist  of  antimonious  sulphide.  The  precipitate  which  you 
took  to  be  calcium  tartrate  must  have  contained  much  calcium 
oxalate.  Read  the  second  sentence  of  the  reply  to  John 
Eunson,  Jun. 

Norseman. — Your  original  solution  must  have  contained 
hydrochloric  acid  in  much  too  high  a  state  of  concentration, 
or  must  have  been  too  hot,  since  it  yielded  no  precipitate  with 
hydrogen  sulphide.  The  complications  which  appeared  in 
subsequent  operations  wore  due  to  cadmium  which  had  not 
been  removed  at  the  proper  place. 

Sintram.— Read  the  second  sentences  of  the  replies  to  John 
Eunson,  Jun.,  and  to  "Concilio  et  Labore." 

S.  N.  N.— We  fear  your  imagination  got  somewhat  ahead 
of  the  facts  when  you  observed  so  many  confirmatory  reactions 
for  arsenium.  Note  that  silver  tartrate  is  not  brown,  and  that 
it  is  readilv  dissolved  by  dilute  nitric  acid.  Read  the  second 
sentence  of  the  replv  to  "Concilio  et  Labore." 

Boiling  Point. — We  note  the  persistence  with  which  you 


followed  up  that  trace  of  zinc.  From  our  own  analysis  we 
have  no  doubt  that  the  powder  did  indeed  contain  zinc,  but 
the  quantity  was  exceedingly  small. 

PROGRESS  OF  THE  TOURNAMENT. 
As  the  analysis  reported  upon  in  the  foregoing  is  the 
fourth  of  the  current  Winter  Session's  Tournament  Series, 
we  now  append  the  scores,  to  date,  of  the  ten  students  who 
occupy  the  higher  positions  in  the  competition.  The  list 
given  below  includes  the  pseudonyms  and  scores  of  all 
those  who  have  sent  in  reports  upon  the  four  analyses  and 
have  obtained  an  aggregate  of  over  300  marks. 


Tamot    388    Socius    362 

A.  D.  N   376    J.  E.  B   358 

Micros    369    W.  P.  P   357 

Boiling  Point    368  1  A.  F.  W   350 

V.  L.  B   363    Kaolin    309 


Local  Newspapers  containing:  marked  items  of  news  interesting:  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Bananas  are  now  blamed  for  the  spotted-fever  outbreak, 
which,  happily,  is  on  the  wane,  although  a  few  fresh  cases 
have  been  reported. 

During  a  high  gale  of  wind  at  Bradford  on  February  17  a 
large  plate-glass  window  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  J.  Savage  & 
Co.,  chemists,  Pegram's  Lane,  was  blown  in. 

One  of  the  windows  in  Mr.  Lewis  Thompson's  shop,  in 
Snargate  Street,  Dover,  was  smashed  on  February  13,  and 
three  dummy  cough-mixtures  were  stolen.  A  bill  offering 
10s.  reward  for  the  culprit  attracted  much  attention. 

George  Cotmore  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  im- 
prisonment with  hard  labour,  at  Bow  Street  Police  Court 
on  February  18,  for  stealing  cameras,  etc.,  valued  at  191., 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Houghton's,  Ltd.,  89  High  Holborn, 
W.C.,  by  whom  he  had  been  employed  as  a  warehouseman. 

A  mixture  containing  beeswax  boiling  over  in  the  shop 
of  Mr.  Richard  Hughes,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  606  Harrow 
Road,  London,  W.,  was  the  cause  of  a  small  fire,  in  which 
Frederick  Richardson  was  slightly  burned  on  the  face. 

It  was  reported  to  the  East  Sussex  County  Council  at 
their  last  meeting  that  several  chemists  in  the  Lewes  district 
had  adopted  metric  weights  in  their  business,  and  sanction 
was  granted  to  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for 
that  district  for  the  purchase  of  a  set  of  metric  standards 
of  100  grams  to  0.001  gram. 

A  sale  of  the  salvaged  machinery,  etc.,  at  the  works  of 
Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  Kennington,  was 
to  have  taken  place  on  Wednesday,  but  was  adjourned 
sine  die,  the  London  County  Council  having  declared  the 
building  to  be  dangerous.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the 
works  were  destroyed  by  fire  some  weeks  ago. 

At  Maidstone  County  Court  on  February  13,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Oliver,  chemist  and  druggist,  Maidstone,  obtained  judg- 
ment for  181.  16s.  lid.,  for  drugs  supplied,  against  a  Brom- 
ley veterinary  surgeon  named  Elliott.  Defendant  explained 
that  business  was  slow  through  motor-cars  being  so  much 
used.    His  offer  to  pay  11.  a  month  was  accepted. 

Glass-bottle  manufacturers  have  advanced  the  price  of 
bottles  by  6  per  cent. ,  owing  to  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  raw 
material.  Continental  makers  of  glass  were  the  first  to 
increase  their  prices,  English  provincial  makers  followed 
suit,  and  London  manufacturers  have  had  to  do  the  same. 
All  kinds  of  glass  are  said  to  be  affected  by  the  advance. 

Another  Welsh  revival  is  in  progress.  This  time,  how- 
ever, it  is  medical,  not  spiritual.  Two  brothers,  J.  and  D. 
Evans,  herbalists,  of  Cardigan,  are  said. to  be  effecting  mar- 
vellous cures  in  lupus,  cancer,  and  necrosis  with  a  herbal 
ointment  or  lotion  painted  over  the  diseased  parts  and 
covered  with  fresh  green  leaves.  People  are  flocking  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  to  be  cured. 

A  mysterious  "  medical  man  "  has  just  disappeared  from 
Morley  (Yorks),  and  is  being  sought  for  by  the  police 
throughout  the  Kingdom  on  a  warrant  charging  him  with 
obtaining  2001.  by  false  pretences.  The  man  had  been  at 
Morley  for  about  two  months,  posing  chiefly  as  a  medical 
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man,  charging  his  patients  3.5.  6d.  each  and  sending  them 
to  a  local  chemist  with  prescriptions  to  be  made  up  at  9c/. 
a  bottle. 

At  Bristol  Assizes  on  February  20,  a  young  lady  named 
Hatherall  obtained  75/.  damages  for  breach  of  promise  of 
marriage  from  Frederick  Ellis  (43),  analytical  and  con- 
sulting chemist. 

A  case  of  vitriol-throwing  was  heard  at  Leicester  Police 
Court  on  February  20,  the  prisoner  being  a  dyer  and  the 
victim  a  girl  named  Peck.  One  of  the  witnesses  was  Mr. 
William  Jack,  chemist  and  druggist,  manager  of  Wand's 
shop  in  Narborough  Road,  who  gave  evidence  of  the 
sale  of  the  sulphuric  acid  used. 

At  Northwich  Urban  Council  on  February  19,  it  was 
reported  that  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  chemical- 
manufacturers,  had  intimated  their  willingness  to  advance 
loans  amounting  to  over  6,000/.  at  3  per  cent.  The  Local 
Government  Board  have  sanctioned  loans  for  road-improve- 
ment and  street-making,  and  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  are 
anxious  to  benefit  the  Northwich  ratepayers. 

At  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  February  15,  Judge 
Smyly,  K.C.,  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs,  in  an  action 
brought  by  the  British  Automatic  Aerators  Co.,  Ltd., 
against  the  Central  Cafe  Co.  for  20/.  18s.  Id.  for  carbonic- 
acid  gas  and  syrups  for  a  soda-fountain  supplied  by  the 
plaintiffs,  for  10/.  (being  five  monthly  instalments  of  21. 
each  for  the  hire  of  the  soda-fountain),  and  for  the  return 
of  the  fountain. 

George  Allen,  a  mixer  of  disinfectants  at  the  chemical- 
works  of  Messrs.  H.  D.  Pochin,  Ltd.,  Manchester,  applied 
for  compensation  under  th©  Workmen's  Compensation  Act 
at  the  County  Court,  on  February  18,  alleging  injury  to  his 
head  by  a  fall  at  the  works ;  but  evidence  was  forthcoming 
which  showed  that  the  accident  had  taken  place  at  his 
brother's  house  after  a  visit  to  an  inn.  Judge  Parry,  in 
giving  judgment  for  the  respondents,  with  costs  on  the 
highest  scale,  said  they  might  take  proceedings  against 
the  plaintiff  for  attempting  to  obtain  money  under  false 
pretences  and  for  perjury. 

The  New  Technological  Institute. 
Mr.  McKenna,  President  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  Sir  Francis  Mowatt,  has  intimated 
that  he  feels  it  to  be  "  unquestionably  my  duty  to  adopt  the 
course  unanimously  recommended  by  the  Departmental 
Committee  as  long  ago  as  January  in  last  year,  and  to 
petition  his  Majesty  for  a  Charter  for  the  new  institution 
on  the  lines  set  forth  in  the  draft  proposals  circulated  by 
the  Board  of  Education  with  this  purpose  in  July  last." 
This  means  the  amalgamation  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Science  and  the  Central  Technical  Institution,  and  that 
the  question  of  affiliation  with  the  University  of  London  is 
left  open. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 
The  report  of  the  Council  to  be  submitted  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Fellows  on  March  1  has  been  circulated. 
The  register  of  the  Institute  now  contains  the  names  of 
1,061  fellows,  177  associates,  and  179  students.  The  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  members  since  last  year  is  29.  In 
regard  to  the  examinations  the  number  of  candidates 
examined  in  various  branches  was  94,  and  66  passed.  The 
accounts  show  that  subscriptions  received  amounted  to 
1,140/.  13s.,  examination-fees  578/.  lis.,  entrance-fees 
152/.  5s.,  dividends  66/.  15s.  5r/.,  sundry  receipts 
23/.  10s.  Id.,  life  compositions  86/.  2s.  library  donation 
26/.  5s.  The  expenditure  includes  493/.  8s.  2d.  on  examina- 
tions. There  are  balances  in  hand  of  132/.  18s.  Id.,  and 
37/.  16s.  has  been  invested  during  the  year.  The  assets  of 
the  Institute  are  valued  at  7,652/.  5s.  Id. 

Royal  Society  of  Medicine. 
A  meeting  of  medical  men  was  held  at  the  house  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  on  February  19  to  determine  upon 
a  name  for  the  amalgamation  of  medical  societies  which  has 
recently  taken  place.  Sir  William  Church  presided,  and  the 
societies  represented  included  the  Royal  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society,  the  Obstetrical  Society,  the  Gynaeco- 
logical Society,  the  Clinical  Society,  the  Pathological 
Society,  the  Laryngological  Society,  the  Neurological 
Society,  the  Odontological  Society,  and  the  Dermatological 
Society.    Sir  William  Church  explained  that  it  had  become 


necessary  to  obtain  a  charter.  This,  for  a  new  body,  is  an 
expensive  and  difficult  concern,  and  they  had  been  told  that 
by  far  the  quickest,  least  troublesome,  and  most  economical 
way  is  to  get  a  supplementary  charter  to  the  one  already 
possessed  by  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society. 
That  is  what  they  intend  to  do.  The  voting  resulted  in  file- 
name of  the  "Royal  Society  of  Medicine"  being  chosen, 
in  preference  to  that  of  the  "  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine." 
Blameless  Kent. 
During  the  past  quarter  the  Kent  County  analyst 
had  thirty-three  samples  of  drugs  submitted  to  him  for- 
analysis,  all  of  which  were  genuine.  The  total  number  of 
samples  of  drugs  analysed  during  1906  was  128,  of  which 
only  two  were  adulterated.  The  samples  included  15  of 
olive  oil,  18  cream  of  tartar,  12  crushed  linseed,  4  spirit  of 
camphor,  6  spirit  of  nitrous  ether  (1  adulterated  to  the 
extent  of  16.6  per  cent.),  14  glycerin,  7  beeswax,  24  seidlitz 
powders  (one  adulterated  to  the  extent  of  4.1  per  cent.), 
10  liniment  of  camphor,  3  cod-liver  oil,  4  tartaric  acid,. 

1  citric  acid,  1  phosphate  of  soda,  1  tincture  of  iodine, 

2  mercury  ointment,  3  citrate  of  magnesia,  2  powdered; 
sulphur,  and  1  compound  liquorice  powder. 

The  Decay  of  Dispensing. 
It  has  been  ascertained  beyond  a  doubt,  writes  a  Man- 
chester correspondent,  that  one  Manchester  chemist  in  a 
middle-class  residential  district  of  this  city  dispenses  for 
three  doctors  an  average  of  20,000  prescriptions  per  annum. 
Last  year  the  prescriptions  exceeded  20,000. 

The  Price  of  Soap. 
In  spite  of  the  "death  of  the  soap-trust,"  the  price  of 
household  soap  has  gone  up.  For  the  past  week  or  two- 
rumours  have  been  rife  regarding  an  increase  in  price  by  the- 
soap-manufacturers,  and  a  private  conference  was  held  at 
the  Albion,  Aldersgate  Street,  London,  on  February  15, 
at  which  Mr.  Lever,  Mr.  Joseph  Watson,  Mr.  Wheen,  and 
representatives  of  other  large  manufacturers  were  present. 
As  a  result  a  general  advance  of  4s.  per  cwt.  on  household 
soaps  has  been  announced  to  retailers,  who  have  promptly 
raised  the  price  to  the  public  by  one  halfpenny  per  pound. 
The  reason  given  by  the  manufacturers  for  the  advance  is 
the  dearness  of  raw  material.  Only  hard  soaps  will  be- 
affected ;  the  increase  will  not  extend  to  fancy  varieties, 
commonly  used  for  toilet-purposes. 

Contracts. 

The  Shoreditch  Guardians  have  accepted  a  tender  from 
Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  for 
thirty  Lawson-Tait  and  100  lath  bedsteads. 

The  Hyde  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Mr.  A.  B.  Stocks,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Street, 
Hyde,  for  the  supply  of  drugs  to  the  hospital. 

The  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  have  accepted  the- 
tenders  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons  and  Cresswell 
Bros.  &  Schmitz  for  the  annual  supply  of  sponges.  The 
tenders  of  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  J.  Dennis,  Dunlop 
Rubber  Co.,  Ltd.,  T.  &  D.  Henry,  and  P.  B.  Cow  &  Co.  were 
accepted  for  the  annual  supplies  of  waterproof  goods. 

The  Camberwell  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the- 
following  tenders  :  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  &  Co., 
for  boric  lint,  lOd.  per  lb.  ;  iodoform  gauze,  5s.  3c/.  per  lb. 
Messrs.  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.,  for  cyanide  gauze, 
l^d.  per  dozen  yards.  Society  of  Apothecaries,  for  plain 
sterilised  gauze,  2s.  lid.  per  lb. ;  pink  jaconette,  Is.  3d. 
per  yard. 

According  to  the  "Daily  Chronicle,"  the  district 
auditor,  Mr.  A.  Carson  Roberts,  has  written  a  report 
regarding  some  of  the  contracts  entered  into  by  the  West- 
minster City  Council.  He  criticises  several  items  in  the 
Highways  Department  contracts  rather  severely,  and 
among  other  things  he  alludes  to  "disinfectants"  as- 
follows  : 

Here  carbolic  acid  represents  two-thirds  of  the  purchases, 
and  some  of  the  items  on  the  tender  are  not  purchased  at 
all.  The  amount  paid  to  the  successful  contractor  for 
carbolic  acid  exceeds  the  cost  at  which  some  other  firms 
would  have  supplied  it  by  an  amount  which  approaches  the 
total  of  all  the  other  purchases.  The  accepted  quotation 
is  the  third  highest  out  of  ten,  and  exceeds  the  lowest  by 
about  59  per  cent. 

The  report  has  been  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
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Meanwhile  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Westminster 
Borough  Council  is  "to  inquire  into  the  matters  referred 
to,  and  will  report  to  the  Council  in  due  course." 

Sheffield  Notes. 
Mr.  F.  B.  Hirst,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  assisted  in  the 
success  of  an  unusually  interesting  lecture  given  before  one 
of  the  local  branches  of  the  Wesley  Guild  on  February  14 
on  "Wireless  Telegraphy,"  the  experiments  in  which  he 
took  a  share,  including  the  production  of  Hertzian  waves 
and  the  transmission  of  wireless  messages  by  the  Marconi 
system. 

The  Sheffield  Photographic  Society  held  their  annual 
"  Exhibition  of  Pictorial  Photographs  "  at  the  Montgomery 
Hall  from  February  1  to  February  16,  the  exhibition  proving 
a  success.  Practical  photographic  demonstrations  were 
given  each  day  by  Messrs.  Watson  &  Co.,  photographic 
chemists,  of  High  Street.  Among  advertisers  in  the  cata- 
logue were  Mr.  H.  G.  Williams,  of  118  The  Moor,  and 
Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson,  of  Abbeydale  Eoad ;  and  the -exhibits, 
included  a  number  of  interesting  studies  by  Mr.  F.  B. 
Hirst,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

The  special  committee  appointed  by  the  City  Council  to 
inquire  into  the  high  rate  of  infantile  mortality  in  the  city 
have  presented  a  very  lengthy  report  containing  a  number  of 
important  recommendations.  In  a  series  of  appendixes  was 
included  a  letter  addressed  to  the  committee  by  Mr.  George 
Squire,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  19  Haymarket,  who 
wondered  whether  the  attention  of  the  committee  had  been 
drawn  to  the  astounding  prevalence  of  the  systematic  drug- 
ging of  infants.  This  is  carried  on  to  such  an  extent,  he 
wrote,  especially  by  women  of  the  working  classes,  that  it 
is  quite  as  much  the  root  of  evil  as  improper  feeding  and 
uncleanliness.  The  usual  remedy  is  laudanum,  paregoric, 
oils  of  aniseed  and  peppermint,  and  sometimes  these  are 
mixed  with  rhubarb-powder,  manna,  or  magnesia,  making, 
with  the  addition  of  treacle  and  water,  a  cordial. 

Chemists'  Licences. 

Besides  those  already  referred  to  in  previous  issues,  off 
wine-licences  have  been  granted  to  : 

Taylors'  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  Batley. 

Mr.  Harold  Savage,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bradford. 

Mr.  Ernest  Prebble,  chemist  and  druggist,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  John  B.  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bradford. 

Mr.  S.  Umpleby,  chemist  and  druggist,  Middlesborough. 

Mr.  Herbert  W.  Gregory,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bradford. 

Mr.  Frederick  Jackson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bawtry, 
Yorks. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Hickman,  Market  .  Street,  Highbridge, 
Somerset. 

Mr.  William  H.  Smithies,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Bradford. 

Mr.  Frederick  W.  Appleyard,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Bradford. 

We  are  informed  that  Messrs.  Finn  &  Sons,  of  Canter- 
bury, to  whom  a  licence  has  been  granted  (C .  ct-  D.,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  page  246)  are  not  druggists,  but  grocers  with  a 
patent-medicine  department. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Trade  in  our  district  is  "  quiet,  but  firm  and  cheerful," 
hence  pharmacy  rejoices  mildly. 

If  syrup  of  squill  is  asked  for  in  the  Midlands  the  oxymel 
must  be  given  or  it  will  come  back  with  a  reprimand. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  Messrs.  Chance  &  Hunt's  chemical- 
works,  Oldbury,  in  which  an  engine-driver  lost  his  life. 

Claims  against  the  estate  of  W.  H.  Perry,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  77  High  Street,  who  has  executed  a  deed 
of  assignment,  are  required  to  send  their  vouchers  to 
Mr.  F.  J.  Fleming,  217  Bevington  Road,  Aston,  on  or 
before  March  17. 

At  the  University  Chemical  Society's  meeting  on 
Monday,  Mr.  Smith  discussed  the  cause  of  colour,  and 
in  the  discussion  Dr.  Findlay  made  the  interesting  state- 
ment that  the  fluorescence  of  quinine  solutions  is  due  to 
gradual  decomposition  of  the  salt. 

In  his  quarterly  report  Mr.  J.  F.  Liverseege,  F.I.C., 
Ph.C,  analyst  for  the  City  of  Birmingham,  says  with 


reference  to  tincture  of  opium  that  the  B.P.  requires  that 
it  shall  contain  from  0.7  to  0.8  gram  of  morphine  in  100  c.c. 
Two  of  the  nineteen  samples  analysed  were  slightly  outside 
this  range,  containing  0.82  and  0.68  gram  of  morphine 
respectively,  and  were  passed  as  genuine.  Owing  to  the 
method  of  preparation  the  amount  of  alcohol  will  vary,  but 
should  be  about  42  per  cent.  One  sample  had  been  pre- 
pared with  weak  alcohol,  as  only  26  per  cent,  of  alcohol  was 
present.  The  vendor  was  informed  of  the  inferior  quality 
of  the  drug,  and  promised  to  withdraw  it  from  sale. 

An  interesting  report  having  reached  Birmingham  from 
Sheffield  Town  Council  in  the  matter  of  infant  mortality  and 
drugging  (a  report  being  appended  by  a  Sheffield  chemist 
vide  "Sheffield  Notes"),  a  "Mail"  representative  called 
on  a  "  chemist  who  does  a  large  business  with  the  working- 
class  population  of  the  city,"  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
improper  feeding  and  drugging  are  two  things  closely 
related.  The  grandmothers,  he  thinks,  are  to  blame  since 
the  advice  they  give  to  their  daughters  is  often  most  harm- 
ful. He  asserted  there  is  a  very  big  trade  done  by  chemists 
in  the  very  poor  districts  of  Birmingham  in  pennyworths  of 
drugs.  He  denounced  patent  medicines  containing  opium. 
Liverpool  Notes. 

Mr.  Dutton's  delightful  paper  on  "  Harrogate  and  its 
Waters "  was  much  appreciated  by  the  regular  habitues 
of  the  Royal  Institution,  Colquitt  Street,  last  week.  In 
the  conversation  which  followed  several  gentlemen  became 
quite  reminiscent  in  their  experiences  of  the  famous  pump 
and  its  products.  One  distinguished  member  declared  that 
his  habitual  benign  expression  of  countenance  was  largely 
due  to  an  "early  and  often"  application  of  Harrogate 
minerals. 

Mr.  Reverdy  Cleave,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
appointed  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association  in  succession 
to  Mr.  Harry  Martin.  The  Association  may  be  compli- 
mented on  this  appointment.  The  new  Secretary  a  few 
years  ago  bought  a  "  dead-horse"  business  in  Lodge  Lane, 
which  has  been  transformed  into  a  high-grade  pharmacy, 
and  is  one  of  the  few  distinctly  dispensing  concerns  in  the 
city  or  suburbs  having  a  large  and  influential  professional 
and  private  clientele. 

In  recognition  of  his  return  to  the  City  Council  last 
November,  Mr.  R.  C.  Herman,  chemist  and  druggist, 
entertained  a  large  company  of  his  friends  and  supporters 
to  a  reception  and  dance  in 'the  Aintree  Institute  on  Feb- 
ruary 12.  The  hall  was  artistically  decorated  with  a  pro- 
fusion of  Union  Jacks  and  foliage,  and  Councillor  and  Mrs. 
Herman  received  200  guests.  The  musical  programme  was 
bright  and  recherche,  the  speeches  were  crisp,  humorous, 
and  brief.  Mr.  John  Herman,  chemist  and  druggist,  was 
M'.C.  An  innovation  in  private  entertainments  of  this  kind 
was  the  introduction  of  coloured  limelight  rays. 

A  notable  development  in  modern  pharmacy  is  the  part- 
nership recently  announced  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Clubb,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  and  Mr.  A.  ra.  Barr,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Fifteen  years  ago  Mr.  Clubb  started  out  in  Smithdown 
Road  to  prove  his  conviction  that  the  drug-trade  had 
possibilities  within  it  undreamed  of  by  the  "Elder 
Brethren."  The  innovation  of  the  "best  of  everything  at 
reasonable  prices  "  created  at  the  time  a  good  deal  of  an- 
tagonism. To-day  Mr.  Clubb  has  converted  his  severest 
critics  into  admiring  friends,  and  the  only  complaint  he  has 
against  them  is  that  they  have  become  tco  sincere  disciples 
of  his  cult.  Mr.  Barr's  nine  years'  service  has  worthily 
earned  for  him  his  promotion,  and  under  the  combined 
leadership  "  W.  H.  Clubb  &  Co.,  Liverpool,"  is  likely  to  be 
more  widely  known  even  than  hitherto. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  City  Council  on  Febru- 
ary 14,  the  patent-medicine  question  was  again  to  the  fore. 
Alderman  Menlove  moved  the  confirmation  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Health  Committee  {€'.  &  D.,  February  9,  p.  214) 
instructing  the  medical  officer  to  report  fully  on  the  con- 
stitution of  proprietary  medicines  scld  in  the  city.  Mr.  T. 
Kelly  moved  that  the  minute  be  referred  back.  The 
medical  officer,  he  understood,  was  already  overworked,  yet 
he  (Councillor  Kelly)  had  been  told  by  one  small  shop- 
keeper that  he  stocked  767  proprietary  medicines,  that  there 
were  three  new  proprietaries  coming  on  every  week,  and 
how  was  the  medical  officer  to  find  time  to  report  on  all 
these  ?    Medical  men  might  argue  that  all  patent  medicines 
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are  frauds,  but  though  the  resolution  of  the  committee 
was  carried  out,  how  would  the  sale  of  these  medicines  be 
stopped  ?  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  dodge  to  help  the  medical 
profession  to  say  "Nobody  can  save  you  but  us."  That 
had  been  tried  in  Australia  and  would  not  work.  If  they 
would  ask  Parliament  to  insist  that  every  patent  medicine 
should  have  its  constituent  parts  named  on  the  bottle  he 
would  support  it.  Councillor  Herman,  who  is  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  in  seconding  the  amendment,  said  767  did 
not  represent  the  number  of  different  proprietaries  sold  in 
Liverpool  :  it  must  be  several  thousands.  He  opposed  the 
Health  Committee's  proposal  as  impracticable.  If  the 
medical  officer  lived  to  the  age  of  Methusaleh  he  could 
never  accomplish  the  work,  and  if  two  guineas  had  to  be 
paid  for  each  analysis  the  expense  would  run  to  thousands 
of  pounds.  Dr.  Caton  and  others  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
motion  by  Alderman  Menlove,  who  assured  the  Council 
that  the  committee  are  not  going  to  spend  any  money  at 
all  in  carrying  out  the  proposal ;  and  the  original  motion  was 
ultimately  agreed  to. 

Saccharin-sm  aggling. 
At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  February  20,  Dora  Feld- 
man  (30),  of  Shadwell,  was  fined  501.,  or  three  months' 
imprisonment  in  default,  for  smuggling  252  oz.  of  saccharin, 
the  treble  duty  and  value  of  which  amounted  to  841.  Three 
officers  of  Inland  Revenue  saw  the  defendant,  who  appeared 
bulky,  in  Commercial  Road,  E.  The  officers  followed,  and 
when  they  got  up  to  the  defendant  it  was  seen  that  "  some- 
thing had  broken,"  for  saccharin  was  running  from  under 
her  clothes.  When  the  defendant  was  searched  at  Arbour 
Square  Police  Station  the  quantity  of  saccharin  mentioned 
was  found  in  ten  bags  sewn  in  her  clothing.  It  was  stated 
in  evidence  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  saccharin  is 
smuggled  into  this  country,  the  carriers  often  being  women. 
The  saccharin  is  brought  from  Holland  and  Switzerland, 
and  the  smugglers  make  a  profit  of  about  15s.  a  pound.  Mr. 
J.  B.  Davies,  who  proved  the  weight  of  the  saccharin  and 
the  duty  and  treble  value,  said  the  saccharin  was  manufac- 
tured at  Bale.  It  could  be  purchased  at  Rotterdam  for  3s. 
a  pound. 

Photo-lectures. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  February  14,  Mr.  Frank 
Higginbottom,  4  St.  Ann's  Square,  Manchester,  sued 
Messrs.  Fuerst  Bros.,  chemical-manufacturers,  17  Philpot 
Lane,  E.C.,  to  recover  sixteen  guineas  as  damages  for 
wrongful  dismissal.  Plaintiff  was  engaged  by  the 
defendants  to  give  lectures  in  Lancashire  and  Cheshire 
about  their  Pinatype  process  of  natural-colour  photography. 
He  was  to  be  paid  10s.  6d.  per  lecture  except  where  the 
distance  was  too  great  for  him  to  get  back  to  Manchester 
the  same  night,  when  it  was  to  be  11.  Is.  Defendants  had 
put  an  end  to  his  arrangement  in  the  middle  of  a  round  of 
engagements,  and  he  had  been  damaged.  The  defence  was 
that  the  plaintiff's  work  was  useless,  and  that  he  should  not 
have  made  the  fixtures  claimed  for  without  defendants' 
approval.  Judge  Lumley  Smith  said  plaintiff  was  only 
entitled  to  10s.  6d.  for  one  lecture.    Judgment  accordingly. 

Unregistered  Druggists. 
As  briefly  reported  in  our  issue  of  February  16,  a  meeting 
of  the  London  and  Provincial  U.K.  Druggists'  Association, 
convened  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Leggett,  Liverpool,  was  held  at 
Armfield's  South  Place  Hotel,  Liverpool  Street,  London, 
on  Thursday,  February  14,  Mr.  Edwards  presiding.  After 
a  few  remarks  from  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Leggett  addressed 
the  meeting,  and  appealed  to  all  unregistered  men  in  busi- 
ness to  combine  for  the  removal  of  unjust  anomalies  and 
despotic  prosecution  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The 
chief  anomaly  to  which  Mr.  Leggett  referred  was  the  exclu- 
sion of  proprietary  medicines  containing  scheduled  poisons 
from  the  exemption  given  to  "patent  medicines"  by  Sec- 
tion 15  of  the  1868  Act.  He  argued  that  this  was  never 
the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Act,  and  quoted  in 
support  of  his  argument  facts  narrated  in  a  C.  &  D. 
editorial  of  May  14,  1892,  p.  697.  [The  chlorodyne  case  had 
then  been  decided  magisterially,  and  since  the  decisions  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  v.  Piper  and  the  same  v.  Fox 
have  settled  the  matter.]  Mr.  Leggett  contended  that 
these  decisions  have  created  a  monopoly  which  was  not 
intended.  He  also  referred  to  the  Wheeldon  case,  saying 
that  it  drove  hundreds  of  good,  practical,  and  useful  men 


out  of  the  trade.  Upon  these  grounls  he  based  his  appeal 
for  union  and  for  opposition  to  the  J'harmaceutical  Society  ; 
and  his  address  concluded  with  a  rjference  to  the  practical 
knowledge,  ability,  tact,  and  discretion  of  these  unregistered 
druggists  being  equal  to  those  of  the  registered.  Mr. 
Leggett  was  frequently  applauded ;  and  after  some  remarks 
by  the  Chairman  and  others,  officers  were  appointed,  as 
mentioned  in  our  last  report;  and  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr. 
Leggett  were  thanked. 

Football. 

On  January  24  Wand's  United  Football  Club  played  the 
17th  Regimental  District  F.C.  at  Glen  Parva  Barracks, 
Leicester.  The  soldiers  quite  overplayed  the  chemists, 
winning  by  twelve  to  none.  On  January  31  Wand's  played 
Market  Harborough  in  the  Leicestershire  Thursday  League, 
and  won  comfortably  by  five  goals  to  one.  On  February  7 
they  played  the  Leicester  Y.M.C.A.  in  the  same  League, 
and  after  a  good  game  beat  them  by  two  to  one.  On 
February  14  they  played  a  friendly  match  on  the  Western 
Park,  Leicester,  with  the  Leicester  Banks  F.C.  The  pill- 
men  beat  the  bankers  easily  by  four  to  one. 


3nsb  ftiem 

Local  Newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Window-smash. 
A  plate-glass  window  in  the  Ulster  Medical  Hall,. 
20  Castle  Place,  Belfast  (Messrs.  Davidson  &  Hardy's),  was 
accidentally  smashed  at  the  end  of  last  week.    A  new  pane 
was  speedily  substituted  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 

Personal. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Sproule,  who  has  graduated  as  a  Licentiate 
of  Pharmacy  at  the  California  State  Board  examination,  is 
a  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Wm.  Sproule,  who  was  well  known  in 
the  North  of  Ireland.  Mr.  Sproule  was  educated  at  Wesley 
College,  Dublin. 

"Workhouse  Medicine-contracts. 

The  drug-tenders  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  will  be 
decided  within  the  next  few  weeks  by  the  Irish  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and  in  view  of  this  fact  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  sent  out  a  circular-letter  warning  the  Boards  that 
recoupment  will  not  be  allowed  in  any  case  where  a  tender 
other  than  the  lowest  is  accepted,  except  where  good  and 
sufficient  reason  to  the  contrary  could  be  shown.  This 
letter  was  read  to  various  Boards  during  the  week,  and  in 
some  cases  produced  discussion. 

The  prescribed  list  of  medicines  and  medical  and  sur- 
gical appliances  of  the  L.G.B.  for  the  year  has  been  issued, 
and  is  practically  identical  with  last  year's,  except  that 
the  prices  have  been  revised  in  accordance  with  current 
market-prices.  The  Board  has  decided  that  in  cases  where 
the  party  tendering  had  proved  unsatisfactory  in  any  Union 
in  Ireland,  or  where  the  balance  of  convenience  and  speedy 
delivery  is  in  the  favour  of  a  firm  slightly  above  the  lowest 
tender,  that  tender  may  be  accepted. 


Scotcb  IRem 

Local  Newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to 
the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Aberdeen. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cults  Curling  Club,  held  last  week, 
Mr.  J.  R.  Reith,  chemist,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
council. 

Gordon's  Drug-stores,  103  George  Street,  recently  de- 
voted their  entire  window-frontage  to  a  display  of  Veno's 
cough-cure,  and  it  proved  a  most  effective  advertisement, 
the  cure  going  "  like  snaw  aff  a  dyke." 

After  a  month's  experience  of  the  new  "net"  price- 
lists,  they  now  have  received  general  approval  here,  and 
the  hope  is  expressed  that  other  wholesale  houses  will  adopt 
the  principle,  so  that  they  may  all  be  on  the  same  basis. 

According  to  the  auditor's  report  the  profits  of  the 
I  Northern  Co-operative  Co.  for  the   past   half-year  are 
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42.927Z.  0s.  2^d.  The  share  of  this  sum  made  by  the  drug 
department  has  not  as  yet  been  made  public.  A  rumour 
went  abroad  some  time  ago  that  the  directors  of  the  com- 
pany intended  opening  a  branch  of  this  department  in  the 
Holburn  district. 

Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Peter  Wardrop,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  of  Mr.  Donald  Campbell,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, 255  Great  Junction  Street,  Leith. 

On  Friday  last  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  delivered  a  lecture 
to  the  pupils  of  George  Heriot's  Hospital  School  on  the 
evils  that  result  from  tobacco-smoking. 

Mr.  John  C.  Pottage,  homoeopathic  chemist,  117  Princes 
Street,  is  having  his  shop-front  brought  forward  several 
feet.  His  pharmacy  will  be  one  of  the  handsomest  in  Scot- 
land when  the  alterations  are  completed. 

Last  summer  a  number  of  chemists  closed  their  pharmacies 
at  midday  on  Sundays.  A  few  of  these  have  continued  the 
practice  throughout  the  autumn  and  winter  months,  and 
intend  to  do  so  permanently. 

Mr.  William  Malcolm  Neil,  chemist  and  druggist,  who 
has  recently  been  managing  Mr.  R.  S.  Hendry's  branch  in 
Polwarth  Crescent,  has  acquired  the  branch  shop  of  Mr. 
W.  L.  Edward,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  Fowler  Terrace, 
where  he  is  starting  in  business  on  his  own  account. 

Glasgow. 

Mr.  David  Watson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Langside,  is 
opening  another  shop  in  Shawlands. 

The  food  and  drugs  inspectors  are  giving  a  look  round 
again,  but  no  prosecutions  so  far  have  taken  place  among 
pharmacists. 

It  was  intimated  to  the  Court  of  Glasgow  University  on 
February  14  that  the  King  had  approved  the  institution  of  a 
degree  in  pharmacy. 

Among  the  features  of  special  interest  in  the  Botanic 
Gardens  at  present  is  a  plant  of  the  aloe  family  in  flower. 
It  is  the  first  time  the  flowers  have  appeared  on  this  plant. 

Great  crowds  are  drawn  just  now  to  the  windows  of 
Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  St.  Enoch  Square. 
A  model  bull  (full  size)  bearing  the  name  of  a  meat-extract 
is  the  attraction. 

Chemists  are  saying  :  That  there  are  less  patents  being 
sold ;  that  emulsions  have  gone  well  this  winter ;  that  there 
is  a  big  run  on  disinfectants,  etc.  ;  and  that,  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  spotted  fever,  business,  on  the  whole,  is  fair. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  old-time  doctors'  shops 
are  gradually  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  chemist.  One  of 
the  oldest  established  businesses  in  Glasgow,  carried  on 
under  the  name  of  the  Possilpark  Apothecary  Hall  and 
owned  by  Dr.  Muir,  has  just  been  taken  over  by  Mr.  R. 
Hogg,  chemist  and  druggist,  Paisley  Road,  who  will  carry 
it  on  as  a  branch. 

Dr.  Donald  MacAlister  arrived  on  Tuesday  from  Cam- 
bridge, and  was  the  guest  of  Professor  Sir  Thomas  McCall 
Anderson  at  his  college  residence.  He  was  entertained  by 
the  Lord  Provost  at  luncheon  on  Wednesday.  He  will  not 
assume  his  duties  as  Principal  for  some  time  yet,  but  on 
Thursday  he  attended  a  special  meeting  of  the  Senate  and 
formally  presented  his  commission.  This  appointment  will 
not  affect  Dr.  MacAlister's  representation  of  the  Cambridge 
University  on  the  General  Medical  Council  or  his  presidency 
of  that  body. 


Salt  as  a  Tooth-powder  is  better  than  almost  anything  else. 
It  keeps  the  teeth  white  and  the  gums  hard  and  rosy. 

Cheap  Camphor. — An  enterprising  oil-man  and  grocer  in 
the  Bloomsbury  district  is  retailing  camphor  at  a  price  which 
will  make  many  chemists  envious.  On  his  counter  is  a  sweet 
bottle  containing  camphor  in  block,  and  the  price,  as  plainly 
printed  on  the  ticket,  is  3d.  per  oz.  A  neighbouring  chemist 
purchased  1  oz.  for  trial,  and  finding  it  apparently  genuine 
sent  for  the  price  for  14  lb.  The  oil-shop  keeper,  however, 
told  him  that  the  man  from  whom  he  bought  it  desired  him 
only  to  sell  it  in  small  quantities  over  the  counter.  "  I 
know,"  said  the  oilman,  "  that  I  can  get  double  the  price  for 
it,  but  I  want  to  get  rid  of  it.  I  have  |  cwt.  of  the  stuff,  and 
only  keep  it  to  oblige  my  customers."  A  C.  <£•  D.  representa- 
tive called  at  the  oilshop,  saw  the  bottle,  and  purchased  2  oz. 
for  6d.,  but  the  philanthropic  oilman  was  too  busy  "  obliging 
his  customers  "  to  be  detained  by  an  interview. 


jfrencb  IRem 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent.) 


The  Marriage  is  announced  of  Mile.  Marie-Therese 
Daviau,  pharmacienne,  at  Mouchamps  (Vendee),  with  M. 
Poupeau,  pharmacist's  assistant,  of  Maiilezais. 

The  Carnival. — A  posse  of  Louis  XIV.  apothecaries, 
escorting  the  car  of  "Tuberculosis,"  formed  a  leading  fea- 
ture in  the  "Fat  Ox"  Shrovetide  procession  in  the 
Vaugirard  district  of  Paris. 

Sunday  Closing. — A  deputation  from  the  "Pharmacy 
Preparators'  Syndicate "  (Assistants'  Association)  has 
waited  on  M.  Viviani,  the  new  Labour  Minister,  and  pointed 
out  that  the  new  weekly  rest  law  is  not  seriously  applied 
to  pharmacists.  The  Minister  replied  that  he  had  given 
instructions  to  the  factory-inspectors  to  report  and  act  in 
case  of  infractions  of  the  law. 

The  "  Pierre  Vigier"  Prize,  instituted  by  the  eminent 
retail  pharmacist  whose  recent  death  was  sincerely  regretted 
by  his  fellow-members  of  the  Codex  Revision  Committee,  has 
just  been  awarded  for  the  first  time  by  the  Paris  Society  of 
Pharmacy.  As  recommended  by  the  "  Report  on  Competi- 
tion Theses,"  drawn  up  by  MM.  Richard,  Fourneau,  and 
Thibault,  the  prize  was  awarded  to  M.  Pepin. 

Artificial  Camphor  is  attracting  the  attention  of  com- 
pany promoters,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  speculation 
is  taking  place  in  artificial-camphor  companies.  A  timely 
article  in  the  "  Journal  de  Pharmacie  "  gives  a  review  of  trie 
different  processes  at  present  being  employed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  synthetic  camphor.  These  are  divisible  into  four 
main  classes,  but  do  not  include  secret  processes  which  are 
known  to  be  working  on  a  small  scale. 

Disclosure  in  Secret  Remedies. — A  pharmacist  was 
recently  brought  before  the  Niort  Police  Court  charged 
with  selling  a  "  secret  remedy,"  but  the  case  was  dismissed, 
as  the  Court  ruled  that  a  label  pasted  on  the  bottom  of  the 
bottle  stated  that  it  contained  "Syrup  of  tolu,  120  gr. ; 
Desessartz's  syrup,  120  gr.,"  and  these  are  in  the  Codex. 
The  compositions  of  all  "specialities"  sold  by  the  pharmacist, 
were  indicated  in  a  similar  manner.  As  the  Court  of 
Cassation  has  decided  that  "  any  medicament  not  figuring 
in  the  Codex  or  approved  by  the  Academy  of  Medicine  is 
a  secret  remedy,"  it  is  suggested  that  the  Niort  decision 
would  be  revised  on  appeal. 

Professor  Henri  Moissan  underwent  an  operation  for 
appendicitis  last  Saturday,  and  was  reported  to  be  progress- 
ing favourably.  [Despite  the  favourable  appearances  follow- 
ing the  operation.  Professor  Moissan  died  at  seven  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  morning,  to  the  great  loss  not  only  of  French  but 
of  international  science.  He  was  fifty-four  years  of  age, 
and  had  been  Professor  of  Toxicology  at  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy  since  1886.  He  is  chiefly  known  for  his  researches 
by  means  of  the  electric  furnace,  in  which  he  produced  small 
artificial  diamonds.  I  hope  to  deal  with  his  career  next 
week.] 

Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy.— At  this  month's  meeting 
of  this  Society  M.  Viron  (President)  mentioned  that  the 
General  Secretary  (Professor  Bourquelot)  has  been  unwell 
during  the  past  month,  but  is  now  quite  convalescent.  A 
vote  of  sympathy  and  hope  for  his  speedy  complete  recovery 
was  unanimously  passed.  M.  Barille  announced  that  the 
Paris  Municipal  Council  has  decided  to  give  the  name  of 
Eugene  Millon  to  one  of  the  new  streets  of  the  city.  The 
speaker  referred  to  Millon  as  the  "  father  of  chemical 
philosophy."  He  was  a  chief  pharmacist  of  the  French 
Army  and  professor  of  chemistry  at  Val-de-Grace  Hospital. 

A  Tariff  for  Provident  Societies. — The  committee 
appointed  in  1905  by  the  General  Association  of  French 
Pharmacists  to  draw  up  a  pharmaceutical  tariff  for 
provident  societies  and  Employers'  Liability  Act  cases  has 
nearly  finished  its  work.  The  tariff  is  now  practically 
completed,  and  is  about  to  be  submitted  to  the  approval 
of  the  Administrative  Council  of  the  Association  and 
addressed  to  the  various  affiliated  local  societies.  The 
list  drawn  up  by  the  Paris  Society  (Chambre  Syndicate 
de  la  Seine)  was  taken  as  a  basis,  and  the  principle  of  a 
tariff  of  professional  fees  was  approved. 
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Note.-"  The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony, 


Cape  Colony. 

Defrauding  the  Customs. — A  case  involving  a  sum  of 
something  over  4001.  was  heard  on  January  25  at  the 
Criminal  Sessions,  Cape  Town,  before  Mr.  Justice  Hopley. 
William  Thomas  Anderson,  residing  at  Johannesburg,  sole 
agent  for  the  South  African  Viavi  Co.,  was  charged,  on 
five  counts,  with  importing  goods  and  representing  their 
value  at  about  one-fourth  of  what  they  cost  him.  Evidence 
was  given  by  a  firm  of  forwarding  agents  showing  that  they 
had  cleared  consignments  of  goods  from  the  Viavi  Co.,  of 
■San  Francisco,  the  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  in  each  case 
■being  forwarded  by  Anderson.  An  official  of  the  Customs 
Department  gave  evidence  which  showed  that  in  the  case 
■of  one  consignment  duty  to  the  amount  of  221.  10s.  should 
have  been  paid,  whereas  41.  2s.  was  actually  received. 
Accused,  after  a  lengthy  hearing,  was  found  guilty,  and  a 
fine  of  400Z.  was  imposed,  or  one  year's  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour.  It  is  understood  that  proceedings  will  be 
taken  by  the  Customs  to  recover  the  amounts  which  should 
in  the  first  instance  have  been  paid. 

December  Trade. — The  grand  total  of  imports  into 
British  South  Africa  during  December  1906  amounted  to 
2,525,531?.,  as  against  2,855,731/.  in  December  1905; 
and  for  the  twelve  month's  of  1906  the  imports 
were  32,334,161/.  Among  the  items  imported  in  De- 
cember were : — Cape  Colony :  Glycerin  for  manufac- 
tures, 486,219  lb.  (for  the  year  1906,  6,000,530  lb.)  ;  drugs 
and  dyestuffs,  18,340/.  (1906,  240,436/.)  ;  oilman's  stores, 
3,110/.  (1906,  95.047/.).  Orange  River  Colony:  Drugs  and 
medicines,  1,344/.  (1906,  18,483/.)  ;  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
dyestuffs,  4,0531.  (1906,  47,023/.).  Natal:  Glycerin  for  manu- 
factures, 40,801  lb.  (1906,  44,605  lb.);  medicines,  4,183/. 
(1906.  40,433/.);  other  drugs,  chemicals,  and  dyestuffs, 
9,733/.  (1906,  112,890/.).  Transvaal :  Glycerin  for  manufac- 
tures, 687,169  lb.  (1906,  5,896.577  lb.);  medicines,  3,790/. 
(1906,  50,612/.);  drugs,  chemicals,  and  dyestuffs,  31,672/. 
(1906.  429,525/.).  Southern  Rhodesia:  Medicines,  531/. 
(1906,  6,232/.);  other  drugs,  chemicals,  and  dyestuffs, 
2,938/.  (1906,  35,005/.).  North-Western  Rhodesia:  Drugs, 
chemicals,  and  dyestuffs,  62/.  (1906.  988/.).  Swaziland: 
Drugs,  chemicals,  and  dyestuffs,  13/. 

Customs  Union  Tariff  Interpretations. — In  our 
issue  of  September  22,  1906  (p.  473),  we  published 
a  list  of  over  200  proprietary  articles  containing  more  than 
3  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit,  and  consequently  liable  to  a  duty 
of  1/.  per  imp.  gal.  under  Item  36b  of  the  Customs  Union 
Convention.  A  supplementary  list  of  similar  dutiable 
articles  has  now  been  published,  comprising  the  following  : 


Dr.     Foumier's  Hygenique 

Mixture. 
Drug  Pepine. 
Ferro  Cheira. 
Gripe- water — Atkinson's. 
Pepper's  Quinine  and  Iron 

Tonic. 
Pynz  Balsam. 
Syrupus  Cera  Sorum. 
Vel  Vel  Winter  Cream. 
Winnigen. 

The  following  flavouring-essences  contain  more  than  3  per 
cent,  proof  spirit,  and  are  therefore  liable  to  duty  under 
Item  No.  36b  :  "  Ratafia,  vanilla,  Blogg's  Magnet 
brand  lemon,  almond,  and  'white  label.'''  The  liquid 
disinfectants  "  Krysyl "  and  "  Taroline "  having  been 
found  to  conform  to  the  approved  standard  issued  under 
Government  Notice  No.  838  of  1906,  may  be  entered  under 
tariff  Item  No.  79,  and  are  therefore  dutiable  at  the  rate 


Amaro  Salus. 
Ayer's  Sarsaparilla. 
Bailey's  Medicine — Virilitic. 
Barthez  Pian. 
Chateau  la  Tour. 
Cochineal. 

Compound  Essence  of  Lin- 
seed. 

Compound  Sarsaparilla. 
Compound  Syrup  of  Figs. 


of  3  per  cent,  ad  vol.,  a  rebate  of  the  whole  duty  being 
allowed  when  manufactured  in  the  United  Kingdom  or  a 
reciprocating  British  Colony. 

Rhodesia. 

Business  in  Rhodesia  has  shown  decided  improvement 
during  the  past  twelve  months.  Statistics  of  the  output  of 
minerals  during  1906  demonstrate  the  fact  that  the  territory 
is  booming. 

Coming  Home.— Mr.  W.  W.  Hole  left  Bulawayo  on 
January  20  for  Johannesburg,  en  route  for  England.  Mr. 
Hole  had  been  with  Messrs.  Smart  &  Copley,  chemists, 
Bulawayo,  for  over  three  years.  Before  leaving  he  was 
presented  by  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Rhodesia  (of  which  he  was  Hon.  Secretary  for  two  years) 
with  a  case  of  pipes.  Mr.  Conrath  (Vice-President  of  the 
Society),  who  made  the  presentation.,  spoke  of  the  able  and 
cheerful  way  in  which  Mr.  Hole  had  carried  out  the  duties 
of  Secretary.  Mr.  Hole,  replying,  said  the  time  he  had 
spent  in  Rhodesia  had  been  very  pleasant,  and  he  would 
carry  away  happy  memories.  In  his  opinion  there  was  a 
great  future  for  the  country. — Mr.  G.  S.  Wilkins,  chemist, 
of  Selukwe,  has  left  for  Europe  on  holiday.  Mr.  Wilkins 
and  Mr.  Hole  travel  together. 

Natal. 

An  Indian  was  Arrested  in  Pietermaritzburg  last 
month,  on  a  charge  of  attempting  murder,  by  putting  a 
"certain  poisonous  powder"  into  the  family  teapot  of  an 
English  household.  A  statement  made  by  a  young  Kaffir 
girl  in  the  same  employ  was  to  the  effect  that  prisoner  in- 
structed her  to  put  the  poison  in  her  master's  food.  An 
analysis  of  the  powder  was  made  by  the  Government 
analyst,  who  declared  it  to  be  poisonous.  The  family 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  poison. 

The  Prescription-labelling  Case. — Judgment  in  this 
case,  which  was  fully  reported  in  our  issues  of  January  5, 
p.  7,  and  January  12,  p.  42,  was  delivered  on  January  26 
at  Durban.  The  Magistrate  said  the  defendant  (Mr. 
W.  J.  H.  Thomas)  was  charged  with  contravening  Sub- 
section "  A  "  of  Section  38  of  Act  1896,  by  having  sold  a 
bottle  of  medicine  containing  poison,  and  not  labelled 
"Poison."  The  plea  was  not  guilty  to  the  charge,  the 
defence  being  that  there  had  been  compliance  with  that 
section  of  the  Act  dealing  with  the  preparation  of  the  pre- 
scription of  a  medical  practitioner  which  was  applicable  in 
that  case,  and  not  Sub-section  "  A  "  as  laid  in  the  summons. 
His  Worship,  however,  failed  to  see  how  Sub-section  "  C  " 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  matter  at  all.  It  was  simply 
a  question  of  law,  and  in  his  opinion  the  law  was  very 
clear,  as  the  sub-section  under  which  the  defendant  was 
charged  laid  it  down  that  all  bottles  containing  poison  must 
be  labelled  as  such.  He  could  quite  see  that  it  was  a  serious 
matter,  in  so  far  as  it  must  upset  the  practice  of  all  doctors 
and  chemists  in  Natal.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  caution 
and  to  discharge  the  defendant,  but  under  the  Act  he  was 
compelled  to  impose  a  fine.  He  therefore  found  the  defen- 
dant guilty,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  1?. — the  least  the  Act 
allowed.  Considering  all  the  circumstances,  he  thought, 
however,  that  the  law  should  be  amended  and  made 
workable. 

Transvaal. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Chamberlain,  proprietor  of  the  well-known 
"Chamberlain's  cough-cure,"  is  at  present  in  South 
Africa,  he  having  recently  visited  Johannesburg  on  his 
way  up  to  the  Victoria  Fall's.  Mr.  Chase,  representing  the 
Chamberlain  Medicine  Co.,  was  in  Johannesburg  when  the 
mail  left. 

Dispensing  for  the  Force.— The  tender  of  Messrs.  Lay 
&  Co.  for  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  to  the  Johannes- 
burg Police  has  been  accepted  at  the  following  prices  : 

Mixtures  at  per  8-oz.  bottle  ...  Id. 

Lotions  at  per  6-oz.  bottle      ...  5(7. 

Liniments  at  per  6-oz.  bottle    ...  9(7. 

Ointments  at  per  2-oz.  box      ...  3(7. 

Pills  at  per  dozen   3(7. 

The  medicines  are  to  be  delivered  from  each  of  the  branches, 
Hospital  Hill,  Wilhelm  Street,  and  corner  of  Joubert  and 
Market  Streets.  The  manager  of  the  business  is  Mr. 
R.  Butters. 
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Australasian  Ittews. 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

Note. — "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied 
by  order  to  all  the  members  of  the  following,  among  other 
societies : 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 


The  Commonwealth. 

Encouraging  Local  Industries. — The  Bounties  Bill, 
which  has  passed  the  Australian  House  of  Representatives, 
provides  for  an  expenditure  of  500,000/.  during  the  period 
of  ten  years  as  from  July  1,  1906,  for  the  payment  of 
bounties  on  the  production  in  Australia  of  certain  goods 
and  products.  The  bounty-fed  articles  include  olive  wood, 
linseed,  castor,  colza,  sunflower,  and  cottonwood  oils, 
essential  oils,  and  such  others  as  may  be  prescribed.  The 
maximum  payment  on  ' '  oils  ' '  each  year  is  limited  to 
6,500?.,  and  the  rate  of  bounty  is  10  per  cent,  on  market 
value. 

Commerce  Act. — The  following  official  interpretations 
have  been  made  under  this  Act  :  Under  Order  No.  816 
"  Condy's  fluid,"  having  been  classified  as  a  disinfectant, 
does  not  therefore  require  marking.  Dentifrice  is  regarded 
as  a  medicinal  preparation  for  external  use,  and  is  required 
to  bear  the  prescribed  description.  Hayward's  specific  for 
sheep  is  described  as  "  non-poisonous,"  but  is  only  so  when 
diluted  with  water  in  the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the 
specific  to  fifty  parts  of  water.  The  article  as  imported  is 
poisonous,  and  the  word  "  non  "  must  be  omitted  from  the 
description,  it  having  been  decided  that  all  medicines  or 
medicinal  preparations,  whether  for  the  use  of  man  or  the 
lower  animals,  are  subject  to  the  Commerce  regulations. 

New  South  Wales. 

Tuberculozyne  was  the  cause  of  proceedings  in  the 
Sydney  Water  Police  Court  on  January  8,  when  J.  A.  Bennie 
was  committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  false  pretences.  The 
plaintiff,  superintendent  of  the  Naval  House,  as  the  result 
of  an  advertisement,  called  on  defendant,  who  stated  that 
tuberculozyne  contained  copper.  He  paid  21.  for  two 
bottles.  The  medicine  did  the  plaintiff  no  good,  and  he 
submitted  a  small  quantity  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  who  had  it  analysed  by  Mr.  Hamlet,  Government 
Analyst,  who  said  that  the  preparation  contained  no  copper, 
as  represented.  Defendant  said  that  he  knew  there  was 
copper  in  the  medicine.  The  formula  was  deposited  with 
the  proper  authorities,  and  plaintiff  could  see  it  if  he 
desired. 

New  Zealand. 

Dr.  Mason's  Report.— The  report  of  the  Chief  Health 
Officer  (Dr.  Mason)  to  the  Government  of  New  Zealand, 
which  is  now  available,  makes  it  clear  that  the  recent  crusade 
against  proprietary  medicines  was  inspired  by  newspaper 
articles  in  the  United  States.  Dr.  Mason  has  a  lot  to  say 
about  alcoholic  medicines  and  electric  belts,  but  his  proposed 
remedy  that  an  amendment  of  the  Public  Health  Act  should 
be  made  so  that  the  term  "  patent  medicine"  should  include 
all  secret  or  proprietary  medicines,  and  that  the  formulae 
should  be  deposited  with  some  public  authority,  will  strike 
even  the  most  casual  reader  as  a  non  sequitur.  Nothing  is 
easier  than  to  assay  the  amount  of  alcohol  in  a  medicine,  and 
power  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  medicines  which  depend  for 
their  virtues  on  the  alcohol  they  contain  is  all  that  could  be 
demanded  on  the  evidence  advanced  by  Dr.  Mason. 
South  Australia. 

Pharmaceutical  Conference.— The  inter-State  confer- 
ence between  the  various  pharmaceutical  bodies  of  Aus- 
tralasia, which  it  is  intended  to  make  an  annual  affair, 
took  place  at  Adelaide  on  January  8,  9,  and  10.    Mr.  John 


White  (President  of  the  South  Australia  Pharmacy  Board) 
was  President,  and  the  delegates  from  the  other  States 
were  :  New  South  Wales,  Mr.  T.  Slade  Loney  (President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  ;  Western  Australia,  Messrs. 
E.  Parry  (President)  and  J.  N.  Birks  ;  Queensland,  Mr. 
R.  G.  B.  Rose;  Tasmania,  Mr.  R.  Watson;  and  Victoria, 
Mr.  G.  Sobie.  Mr.  Howard  Whitbread  read  a  paper  on 
"  The  Pharmaceutical  Student,"  Mr.  J.  N.  Birks  (Perth) 
gave  an  address  on  "The  Status  of  the  Profession,"  and 
Mr.  R.  O.  Fox  one  on  "  Pharmaceutical  Apathy."  A  medal 
was  awarded  to  Mr.  H.  B.  Harris,  who  won  the  pharmacy 
students'  competition,  the  exercises  being  standardised 
tincture  of  opium,  Eastern's  syrup,  concentrated  sarsa- 
parilla,  podophyllin,  and  morphine  suppositories.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Young  read  a  paper  on  "An  Argument  for  Home- 
made Pharmaceuticals."  One  morning  was  spent  in  dis- 
cussing the  relations  between  pharmacists  and  physicians, 
and  a  final  paper  by  Mr.  Young  dealt  rather  fully  with  the 
pharmacy  and  medicinal  properties  of  collinsonia.  In  the 
evening  of  January  10  a  dinner  was  held,  at  which  medical 
men  and  pharmacists  were  the  best  of  friends  ;  and  next 
day,  before  dispersing,  between  seventy  and  eighty  visitors 
were  entertained  at  a  garden-party  by  Mr.  G.  A.  Parker. 
President  of  the  S.A.  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Colonial  anb  jforcion  1Rew& 


Mr.  R.  L.  Morland,  of  Worthington,  Minn.,  has  been 
re-elected  President  of  the  Minnesota  State  Board  of  Phar- 
macy.   Mr.  Morland  has  been  President  since  May  1903. 

Manganese  Ore. — Some  exceedingly  rich  deposits  of 
manganese  ore  have  just  been  discovered  in  the  Bellary  dis- 
trict, six  miles  outside  the  Mysore  frontier.  The  assay 
proved  54  per  cent,  of  metal. 

The  Technical  Pharmacists'  Club  have  directed  an 
appeal   to   the  Technical   Chemists'   Union  of  Bohemia 
urging  that  some  restrictions  should  be  made  in  Bohemia  to  • 
avoid  an  overcrowding  of  the  profession. 

Malaria  Fever  is  more  prevalent  at  Delagoa  Bay  this 
season  than  it  has  been  for  many  years  past.  Local  papers 
there  view  the  situation  with  some  alarm,  as  pleasure-seekers 
are  sure  to  be  frightened  to  other  and  more  healthy  seaside 
resorts. 

A  Haul  in  Moscow. — The  "Pharmatz.  Journal"  reports  • 
that  thieves  have  entered  Kellers'  pharmaceutical  stores  in> 
Moscow  and  removed  goods  worth  from  800/.  to  1,000/., 
besides  having  taken  stamps  to  the  vale  of  50/.  from  the 
manager's  desk. 

Business  in  Calcutta  is  very  good  at  present,  writes  an  1 
Indian  correspondent,  and  nearly  all  the  representatives 
of  wholesale  drug-houses  were  there  when  the  mail  left. 
Among  others  in  Calcutta  is  Mr.  Charles  W.  White.  Mr. 
Hargreaves,  the  "  Izal  "  representative,  left  Bombay  last 
month  for  Calcutta,  his  route  being  via  the  Punjab  cities. 

The  Jamaica  Disaster. — Mr.  G.  C.  Frohlich,  a  repre- 
sentative of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  writing 
to  his  firm,  states  that  besides  the  drug-store  of  Mr. 
Magness  (illustrated  in  our  issue  of  January  19,  p.  85),  Mr. 
E.  D.  Kinkead's  pharmacy  was  also  totally  destroyed  in  the 
Kingston  earthquake. 

Gone  Home. — Mr.  J.  B.  Morris,  formerly  chemist  of  the 
Colombo  Apothecaries'  Co.,  who  went  home  a  few  months 
ago,  has  (says  the  "  Ceylon  Observer  ")  bought  a  business 
and  settled  down  with  Mrs.  Morris.  He  went  to  Ceylon 
twenty  years  ago  to  Messrs.  Maitland's  firm,  then  started 
as  a  wine-merchant,  and  finally  the  Colombo  Apothecaries' 
Co.,  with  which  he  remained  some  years. 

Russian  Items. — The  Kostrom  Trade  Committee  is  sup- 
porting the  movement  for  a  reduced  railway-tariff  on 
turpentine  to  be  exported,  on  the  ground  that,  since  the 
introduction  of  denatured  alcohol,  the  demand  for  wood- 
spirit  has  greatly  declined,  and  many  peasant  producers  have 
had  to  stop  ;  so  that  in  forest-clad  provinces  only  rosin  and 
turpentine  distilling  remains  to  the  peasants. — The  Belgian 
(Moscow  and  Kasan)  International  Glycerin-producing 
Co.  closed  its  fourth  (1905-6)  working  year  with  a  loss 
of  63,024f. 
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The  Chinese  Opium-edict. — In  commenting  upon  this 
subject  the  "Japan  Daily  Mail"  points  out  that  there  is 
"a  considerable  manufacture  and  export  by  Japan  of  the 
implements  for  hypodermic  injection  of  morphine,  greatly 
practised  by  the  Japanese.  According  to  the  imperial 
rescript  there  will  be  ten  years'  sunshine  for  the  Japanese 
makers  of  syringes,  during  which  they  will  industriously 
make  hay,  no  doubt." 

Dietetics  and  Cosmetics. — A  Ministerial  Order  of 
January  7  this  year  in  Austria,  ordering  that  a  certain 
preparation  of  saccharated  iron  shall  be  sold  only  in  phar- 
macies, is  accompanied  by  a  notice  to  the  following  effect — 
that  for  some  time  medical  preparations,  under  the  cover  of 
being  called  "dietetic"  or  "cosmetic"  preparations,  have  been 
put  on  sale  with  much  advertising  in  such  form  as  to  evade 
the  control  of  the  sanitary  police;  the  district  magistracies 
are  asked  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  all  such  "  dietetic  "  or 
"cosmetic"  goods. 

The  German  Pharmaceutical  Regulations. — The  daily 
papers  are  publishing  an  apparently  inspired  note  to  the 
effect  that  the  Imperial  Ministry  of  the  Interior  has  sent 
the  draft  of  the  proposed  new  pharmaceutical  law  to  the 
various  German  Governments  for  their  approval.  The  draft 
has  been  elaborated  in  the  Prussian  Ministry  for  Education 
and  Medical  Matters,  the  chief  point  in  it  being  the  intro- 
duction throughout  the  Empire  of  the  purely  personal  con- 
cession, as  was  already  outlined  in  the  article  "  Reorganisa- 
tion of  German  Pharmacy"  (C .  &  D.,  November  17,  1906, 
p.  753).  As  usual,  nothing  of  this  is  officially  intimated  to 
professional  circles;  the  existing  feeling  of  insecurity  is 
consequently  only  intensified  by  the  prospect  of  an  unknown 
law  suddenly  being  sprung  upon  the  apotheker. 

Proprietaries  Bill.— The  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  the 
•manufacture  and  sale  of  proprietary  and  patent  medicines 
will  be  reintroduced  into  the  Ontario  Legislature  durino- 
■  the  present  Session  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Pratt,  of  Norfolk.  The 
chemists  of  the  Dominion  do  not  like  this  Bill  any  more 
than  the  other  proposals  for  taxing  proprietaries,  and  the 
Toronto  j^rug  Section  will  doubtless  oppose  it  vigorously 
Mr.  Pratt's  Bill,  the  main  features  of  which  were  given  on 
its  introduction  last  Session  (C.  cfc  D.,  April  7  1906 
.page  521),  provides  for  disclosure  of  formulas  in  all  cases^ 
whether  the  proprietary  be  intended  for  internal  or  for 
external  use.  Any  proprietary  containing  more  than  6  per 
cent,  of  alcohol  or  more  than  0.05  per  cent,  of  morphine 
cocaine,  "  or  of  any  of  the  salts  or  equivalents  thereof," 
must  be  labelled  "Poison."  Samples  and  formulas  are 
to  be  deposited  with  the  Provincial  Board  of  Health,  and 
any  changes  in  the  ingredients  notified.  Other  clauses  deal 
with  penalties  for  infraction  of  the  law  and  the  repeal  of 
Section  34  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (the  section  relating  to 
patent  medicines).  Meanwhile  Mr.  Thomas  Macfarlane 
chief  analyst  to  the  Government,  is  busy  revising  the 
Government  proposals,  which  include  a  stamp-tax  on  pro- 
prietaries (C.  &  D.,  February  9,  page  216). 

Italian  Chemical-industry.— Electro-chemical  indus- 
tries have  made  great  progress  in  Italy  during  the  past  year 
~riW°\,  7he  7°/ls  the  "Societa  Elettrochimica  del 
-Caffaro  founded  by  Erba,  Curletti  &  Zironi,  have  been 
completed  and  are  in  full  swing.  These  works  produce 
caustic  soda  according  to  Solvay's  modification  of  the 
Kellner_  process.— The  newly  established  "Societa  Elet- 
trochimica Mouzene"  have  undertaken  the  production  of 
barium  salts  and  silicate  according  to  a  new  electrolytic 
method— The  "Societa  Italiana  Prodotti  Azotati  "  have 
opened  their  new  premises  in  Bologna  (Rome),  in  which 
cyanamide,  sulphuric  acid,  and  sulphate  of  copper  are  pro- 
duced in  large  quantities.-In  Tuscany  good  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  chemical-industry.  The  firm  of  de 
Laderel  have  opened  new  works  for  the  manufacture  of  boric 
acid  and  are  capable  of  producing  100  tons  monthly 
Negotiations  are  said  to  be  pending  for  the  formation 
of  a  combination  of  the  largest  chemical- works  in  Italy 
The  combine  would  include,  among  others,  the  Societa 
Elettro-Chimica,  of  Rome,  the  Societa  per  i  Prodotti 
Azotati,  of  Rome,  and  the  Societa  Lombarda  Prodotti 
Farmaceutici,  of  Milan,  together  with  Zini  Biancardi  Berni 

!™  i^?dlam  Girardi»  of  Milan-   The  capital  is  put  at  from 
600,000/.  to  800,000?.  V 


QLcoal  IReports. 


Trade  Law. 

Bile  Beans. — The  case  of  the  Bile  Bean  Manufacturing 
Co.  and  others  v.  Davidson  came  before  the  House  of  Lords 
on  February  14,  when  there  was  read  a  petition  of  the  ap- 
pellants (the  Bile  Bean  Manufacturing  Co.)  that  the  time  for 
lodging  their  printed  cases  and  the  appendix  and  setting 
down  the  cause  for  hearing  may  be  extended  to  March  ly. 
The  agents  for  the  respondent  consented,  and  the  prayer  was 
granted. 


Hijfh  Court  Case. 

The  Chemist's  Responsibility. 
The  case  of  Rosen  v.  Stephen  {C.  &  D.,  February  2,  p.  185, 
and  February  16,  p.  251)  again  came  before  Lord  Johnston 
in  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  cn  February  19.  This 
was  an  action  by  the  father  to  recover,  on  behalf  of  his 
daughter,  5C0Z.  as  damages  from  Mr.  Charles  Stephen, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  Wellgate,  Dundee.  The  action 
was  founded  on  an  allegation  that  the  defender  had  advised 
the  use  of  and  supplied  butter  of  antimony  for  ringworm 
on  the  girl's  head,  and  that  it  was  unsuitable  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  defender  pleaded  that  the  case  was  irrelevant. 
In  giving  judgment  on  the  preliminary  pleas,  Lord  Johnston 
held  that  this  was  not  a  case  of  contract,  and  that  they  were 
therefore  not  concerned  with  questions  of  warranty.  It 
might  be  that  the  whole  duty  of  a  chemist  is  to  see  that  his 
drugs  are  of  good  quality  and  properly  compounded.  It 
might  also  be  that  a  chemist  may  come  under,  to  a  vendee, 
an  implied  warranty  by  the  Sale  of  Goods  Act,  1893, 
Section  14  (1),  though  he  doubted  the  applicability  of  the 
section  to  such  a  purpose  as  was  here  made  by  the  child's 
father.  But  they  were  not  concerned  with  these  questions. 
The  action  was  based  on  a  wholly  different  ground — namely, 
the  defender's  fault  and  negligence,  of  which  it  was  said  the 
child,  though  not  directly  brought  in  contact  with  the 
defender  by  contract  or  otherwise,  had  a  right  to  complain. 
The  situation  as  averred  on  behalf  of  the  child  was — 

1.  That  the  defender,  though  only  a  chemist,  holds  him- 
self out  as  competent  to  advise  and  does  habitually  advise 
his  customers  which  of  his  drugs  to  use ; 

2.  That  the  child's  father  knew  and  relied  on  this ; 

3.  That  the  father  took  the  child,  who  was  suffering  from 
ringworm,  to  the  defender  and  consulted  him  about  her ; 

4.  That  the  defender  recommended  butter  of  antimony 
to  be  rubbed  on  the  child's  head  with  a  brush ; 

5.  That  the  defender  supplied,  and  the  child's  father 
bought  and  paid  for,  it  for  the  purpose  in  the  defender's 
knowledge  and  indeed  on  his  instructions  of  applying  it  to 
his  child's  head ; 

6.  That  he  did  so  apply  it,  and  that  serious  injury  was 
occasioned  thereby ; 

7.  That  the  use  of  butter  of  antimony  in  such  circum- 
stances is  improper  and  dangerous;  that  it  is  a  compound 
never  used  for  such  anplication,  and  that  this  ought  to  have 
been  known  to  the  defender. 

The  action  was  thus  laid  on  his  recklessness  and  negligence 
in  recommending  a  remedy  and  supplying  a  compound  for 
such  a  purpose.  He  could  not  hold  the  action  irrelevant, 
as  the  defender  argued.  On  the  averments  of  the  father  a 
representation  was  made  by  the  defender  to  him  regarding 
the  goods  he  sold,  which  the  defender  knew  were  bought  for 
the  use  of  his  child,  which  representation  was  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  defender  to  be  relied  on  in  the  use  of  the  goods 
by  the  child,  or,  which  was  the  same  thing,  in  the  use 
thereof  by  others  in  application  to  the  child,  and  which 
representation  was  false  in  respect  that,  instead  of  being 
proper  to  apply  them  for  a  known  purpose,  the  goods  should 
not  be  so  applied  without  formidable  consequences  to  the 
child.  The  falseness  of  the  representation  took  further 
point  on  the  pursuer's  averment  of  the  profession  of  the 
defender,  of  whom  it  was  said  that  as  a  chemist  he  ought 
to  have  known  the  danger  of  using  the  drug  as  proposed 
and  its  unsuitability  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
recommended.  His  Lordship  thought  the  allegations  were 
sufficient  to  raise  a  duty  on  the  part  of  the  defender  to  the 
child,  the  breach  of  which  through  his  fault  or  negligence 
involved  the  obligation  of  reparation  to  the  child.  Seeing 
that  the  pursuer  did  not  press  his  right  to  go  to  a  jury, 
he  would  repel  the  plea  of  relevancy  and  allow  a  proof. 
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In  respect  of  the  pursuer's  amendments  and  the  defender's 
.failure  in  his  attack  on  the  relevancy,  he  would  allow  neither 
party  expenses  in  the  case,  whatever  its  issue  from  the  date 
of  the  closing  of  the  record  to  the  date  of  that  interlocutor. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

What  is  "Known  to  the  Seller"? 
At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  Monday,  February  18, 
William  Howell,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  81  High  Street. 
Peckham,  S.E.,  was  summoned  under  Section  17  by  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  for  the  recovery  of 
penalty  of  51.  for  having  sold  corrosive  sublimate  to  a 
person  unknown  to  him.  Mr.  Hopkins  was  the  presiding 
magistrate.  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  appeared  on  behalf  of 
'  the  Society. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  opening  the  case,  explained  the  objects 
of  the  section,  and  that  sales  of  corrosive  sublimate  come 
under  the  conditions  of  Part  1  of  the  Poisons  Schedule.  In 
the  present  case  the  poison  was  sold  by  the  defendant  to  a 
person  whom  he  did  not  know,  and  this  was  borne  out  by 
the  evidence  which  was  given  at  the  inquest  on  the  lady 
to  whom  the  poison  had  been  sold.      The  Society  first 

'-received  intimation  of  the  matter  from  the  Coroner  for 
the  City  of  London,  and  the  present  proceedings  were  based 
on  the  evidence  given  before  the  Coroner  by  the  defendant. 
In  the  course  of  the  inquiry  which  was  held  as  to  the  death 
of  Elizabeth  Harriet  Hardy,  the  defendant  gave  evidence, 
and  produced  his  poison-book.  He  admitted  that  at  the 
time  the  sale  was  made  he  did  not  know  the  lady,  and 
explained  his  reason  for  serving  her  by  saying  that  he  was 
not  aware  that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  know  the  person 
to  whom  he  sold  the  poison.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  it 
turned  out,  the  very  mischief  which  the  statute  was  framed 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  had  happened.    The  lady  who 

'had  been  served  was  an  inmate  of  a  lunatic  asylum,  the 
Bethlehem  Royal  Hospital,  and  had  been  allowed  out  for 
the  day  in  the  care  of  her  father.  During  a  temporary 
absence  from  the  father,  which  she  managed  by  an  excuse, 
she  purchased  the  poison.  It  was  only  fair  to  say  that  at 
the  time  the  lady's  mental  condition  was  not  such  as  would 
be  likely  to  give  rise  to  any  suspicion.    On  the  other  hand, 

if  the  defendant  had  carried  out  the  provisions  of  the 
Poisons  Act,  he  would  have  known  that  she  was  a  person 
to  whom  he  could  not  safely  sell  the  poison,  and  would 
mot  have  served  her.  The  only  witness  he  intended  to  call 
for  the  prosecution  was  the  City  Coroner's  clerk. 
Mr.  John  William  Burrows  was  then  called,  and  said  he 

■was  present  on  January  10  at  the  inquest  on  the  death  of 

■Elizabeth  Harriet  Hardy,  and  he  repeated  the  evidence  as 

■reported  in  the  C.  ci>  D.,  January  19,  p.  78. 
This  closed  the  case  for  the  prosecution. 
Mr.  Howell  :  I  did  all  I  could  at  the  time,  and  although 

mot  known  to  me,  she  was  a  customer  of  mine. 
Mr.  Hopkins  :  A  customer  ? 

Mr.  Howell  :  Yes ;  not  recently  I  must  admit,  but  I  knew 
her  as  a  customer  some  time  previously.  I  was  very  careful 
4,0  see  that  she  knew  all  about  the  poison  she  was  buying. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  Apparently  you  did  everything  that  was 
necessary  under  the  statute  except  to  satisfy  yourself  that 
.  she  was  known  to  you. 

Mr.  Howell  :  I  did  all  I  could. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  I  am  a  little  in  doubt  as  to  what  "  known  " 
.■means,  or  what  construction  can  be  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  My  submission  is  that  "  known"  means 
a  clear  knowledge  of  who  the  customer  is.    He  must  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  customer. 
Mr.  Hopkins  :  I  should  say  that  would  be  so. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  He  has  a  poison-register  which  is  kept 
in  a  very  fair  condition,  but  I  would  like  to  draw  your 
Worship's  attention  to  the  space  which  is  left  for  the  sig- 
nature of  the  person  who  is  introducing  the  customer. 
There  is  a  sign  there,  your  Worship  will  see,  but  I  think 
-it  is  that  of  the  defendant  himself. 
Mr.  Howell  :  It  is  mine. 

Mr.  Hopkins  Apparently  you  did  not  know  much  about 
the  lady  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Howell  :  No,  but  I  satisfied  myself  that  she  knew 
what  she  was  about. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  But  the  statute  says  that  the  person  must 
<be  known,  and  it  depends  on  the  extent  of  your  knowledge. 


Mr.  Howell  :  I  have  said  I  had  known  her  as  an  old 
customer. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  Well,  it  rests  with  you.  Perhaps  you 
would  like  to  tell  your  own  story,  and  will  go  into  the  box. 

Mr.  Howell  :  I  cannot  say  more  than  I  have  already. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  It  is  a  matter  for  yourself.  Will  you 
allow  the  matter  to  stand  as  it  is  ? 

Mr.  Howell  :  I  will  go  into  the  box. 

Mr.  Howell  then  went  into  the  box,  and  said  he  was  a 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  in  business  at  81  High  Street, 
Peckham.  He  gave  the  evidence  at  the  inquest  which  had 
been  stated. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  Very  well ;  then  the  whole  thing  turns  on 
whether  you  had  any  knowledge  of  the  lady. 

Mr.  Howell  :  I  cannot  say  that  beycnd  what  I  have  told 
you  already. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jcnes  :  But  you  told  the  Corcner  that  you  did 
not  know  her. 

Mr.  Howell  :  Yes,  I  did  say  so  then. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  did  not  know 
her  name  or  where  she  lived  ? 
Mr.  Howell  :  No. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  You  took  her  word  for  it  ? 

Mr.  Howell  :  Yes,  after  satisfying  myself  that  she  knew 
what  she  was  purchasing. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  And  it  might  have  been  a  false  name 
and  address  for  aught  you  knew  to  the  contrary  ? 

Mr.  Howell  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Hopkins  :  All  I  have  to  consider  is  the  evidence  of 
the  defendant  himself,  and  I  shall  impose  a  mitigated 
penalty  of  40s.,  and  costs. 

Chemist's  Wife  Fixed. 
At  the  Bridlington  County  Court  on  February  20,  before 
Judge  Dodd,  K.C.,  Mr.  Laverack,  of  Messrs.  Laverack, 
Son  &  Wrag,  of  Hull,  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  sued  Mrs.  Sarah  Wilcock,  wife  of  Mr. 
J.  W.  Wilcock,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bridlington,  for  £5 
for  selling  poison,  she  being  unqualified.  P.C.  Bell  deposed 
that  he  sent  Harold  Ireland,  a  youth,  to  buy  2  oz.  of 
paregoric  at  Mr.  Wilcoek's  shop,  which  was  supplied  to 
him  by  Mrs.  Wilcock.  Mr.  Wilcock  was  allowed  to  defend 
his  wife,  and  commencing  to  do  so  in  a  very  loud  voice,  His 
Honour  said,  "You  must  not  terrify  us  like  that,  you 
know."  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Wilcock  contended  that  pare- 
goric could  scarcely  be  considered  a  poison.  He  also  gave 
evidence  that  he  did  not  regard  it  in  that  light.  The  Judge 
said  the  case  had  been  made  out,  and  gave  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff  for  51.  and  costs,  but  an  appeal  could  be  taken 
if  it  was  desired.   

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Purified  Cream  of  Tartar. 
George  Hall,  Ltd.,  druggists,  77  Smallbrook  Street,  Bir- 
mingham, were  at  the  local  police  court  on  February  15 
charged  with  selling  purified  cream  of  tartar  which  was 
certified  by  the  public  analyst  to  contain  84  per  cent,  of 
potassium  bitartrate  instead  of  at  least  97^  per  cent.,  as 
required  by  the  B.P.  The  facts  were  not  disputed,  but  a 
representative  of  the  company  stated  that  the  offence  was 
due  to  a  mistake.  Two  kinds  of  cream  of  tartar  were  kept, 
one  of  which  was  purified  and  contained  98  per  cent,  of 
potassium  bitartrate,  and  another  was  the  kind  supplied. 
Mr.  Liverseege  at  this  point  informed  the  Magistrates  that 
84  per  cent,  is  not  sufficient  even  for  the  inferior  quality, 
which  should  contain  90  per  cent.  A  fine  of  40?.,  and  costs, 
was  imposed. 

Lime-water. 

At  the  North  London  Police  Court  on  February  15,  Alex- 
ander Moir  Shepherd,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  79 
Grosvenor  Road,  Highbury,  was  summoned  before  Mr. 
Fordham  for  selling  lime-water  which,  according  to  the 
certificate  of  Dr.  F.  L.  Teed,  the  borough  analyst,  was 
19  per  cent,  deficient  in  lime.  Mr.  A.  M.  Bramall 
prosecuted  for  the  Islington  Borough  Council,  and  Mr. 
C.  H.  Kirby  (Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby)  defended.  The 
accuracy  of  the  analysis  was  not  disputed.  Evidence  of 
purchase  having  been  given  by  the  inspector,  Mr.  Kirby 
elicited  from  ths  witness  the  fact  that  during  the  past  five 
or  six  years  samples  of  drugs  had  been  taken  from  defend- 
ant, and  in  each  case  they  had  been  found  genuine.  Mr. 
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Kirby,  addressing  the  Magistrate,  said  defendant  had  been 
in  business  for  twenty  years  without  complaint.  The 
present  was  one  of  those  unfortunate  cases  where  a  chemist 
was  bound  to  sell  an  article  because  he  was  occasionally 
asked  for  it ;  but  Mr.  Shepherd  kept  shop  in  a  locality  in 
which  lime-water  was  not  very  much  in  demand.  Lime- 
water  was  a  peculiar  thing  to  deal  with.  Every  time  the 
bottle  was  opened  and  air  got  at  the  contents  there  was  a 
chemical  change,  and  the  lime  was  precipitated  to  the 
bottom  of  the  bottle.  Mr.  Fordham  :  Yes ;  but  nobody 
knows  better  than  the  chemist  himself,  and  he  should  conse- 
quently take  precautions.  Mr.  Kirby:  Quite  so;  but 
there  is  no  way,  so  far  as  we  know,  of  keeping  lime-water 
absolutely  perfect.  To  serve  it  at  standard  strength  the 
chemist  would  need  to  make  it  fresh  for  every  customer, 
and  the  price  paid  would  not  repay  him  for  his  trouble. 
And,  after  all,  this  deficiency  is  very  small — less  than 
grain.  Mr.  Fordham  :  Knowing  how  this  drug 
deteriorates  when  the  air  gets  to  it,  chemists  ought  to  be 
doubly  careful  in  seeing  it  well-corked  down — in  fact,  they 
ought  almost  to  make  it  fresh  every  day.  Mr.  Kirby  :  The 
mere  labour  of  making  it  would  be  worth  more  than  a 
penny.  Mr.  Fordham  :  That  is  not  the  point.  Lime-water, 
as  understood  by  medical  men,  is  of  Pharmacopoeia  strength, 
and  as  such  it  should  be  sold.  In  the  course  of  his  evidence 
Mr.  Shepherd  said  the  saving  of  ^  grain  of  lime 
would  not  put  much  in  his  pocket.  Mr.  Fordham  :  The  cost 
of  the  lime  is  trivial ;  but  what  the  public  pays  for  is  the 
skill  and  care  in  making  and  keeping  it.  Mr.  Bramall  : 
The  Pharmacopoeia  says  that  the  solution  of  water  and 
lime  should  be  drained  off  in  a  syphon,  but  this  was  not  in 
a  syphon.  Besides  this,  the  lime-water  should  have  been 
in  a  coloured  bottle  so  as  to  further  preserve  it.  Mr. 
Shepherd  :  This  was  in  an  amber-coloured  bottle.  Mr. 
Bramall  :  And  it  should  be  kept  in  a  dark  place.  In  reply 
to  further  questions  by  the  Magistrate,  Mr.  Shepherd  said 
the  lime-water  in  question  had  been  made  about  a  month. 
In  giving  his  decision  Mr.  Fordham  said  :  People  buying 
lime-water  are  entitled  to  have  what  the  British  Phar- 
macopoeia says  they  must  have.  Though,  of  course,  no 
fraud  was  imputed  in  this  matter,  I  must  find  that  there  was 
some  carelessness.  I  do  not  think  it  was  in  the  least  inten- 
tional. He  has  sold  what  really  was  not  lime-water.  There 
was  no  doubt  he  kept  this  lime-water  rather  too  long  ;  and 
perhaps  in  future  he  would  be  a  little  more  careful.  Seeing 
that  there  has  been  no  previous  conviction,  I  think  justice 
in  this  case  would  be  met  by  ordering  Mr.  Shepherd  to  pay 
12*.  6d.  costs. 


Bankruptcies  ant)  ^failures. 

lie  James  Edward  Gibson,  Managing  Assistant  at  Parke's 
Drug-stores  18  Shepherd's  Bush  Green,  W.,  Chemist  and 
Druggist.— At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  the  creditors  at  the 
Ljondon  Bankruptcy  Court  on  February  18,  before  Mr.  G  W 
Chapman,  Official  Receiver,  it  was  stated  that  the  debtor 
had  been  unable  to  carry  out  any  arrangement  with  his  wife 
who  was  the  petitioning  creditor  and  claimed  494/  The 
meeting  was  accordingly  closed,  the  case  being  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  be  wound  up  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  bankruptcy. 

Re  Walter  Thomas  Fuge,  46  High  Street,  Putney,  London, 
S.W.  formerly  of  2  High  Street,  Dorking,  105  Canterbury 
btreet,  New  Brompton,  and  70  Broad  Street,  Chesham 
Chemist  and  Druggist.— The  public  examination  of  this 
debtor  took  place  at  the  Wandsworth  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
February  14.  before  Mr.  Registrar  Willoughby.  In  reply  to 
Mr.  H  L.  Howell,  the  Official  Receiver,  debtor  detailed  the 
particulars  of  his  failure  as  given  in  our  issue  of  February  16 
(p.  253).  With  regard  to  the  business  at  Putney,  he  said  no 
chemist  s  shop  had  been  there  before.  He  opened  a  new 
shop,  putting  m  new  stock  and  fittings.  He  found  the  money 
to  do  this  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  business  at 
Dorking  He  had  lost  money  ever  since.  He  was  a  fully 
qualified  chemist,  and  had  given  his  whole  time  and  attention 
to  the  business.  His  trouble  was  that  there  were  other 
chemists  shops  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  he  was  deceived  in 
the  place.  He  only  did  half  the  business  he  was  doing  at 
Dorking,  while  having  double  the  expense.  He  was  doing  well 
at  Dorking  but  he  thought  he  would  like  a  change,  and  that 
was  the  only  reason  why  he  left.  His  deficiency  was  largely 
accounted  for  by  depreciation  in  the  value  of  his  stock— he 
had  to  put  in  new  stock  as  it  was  a  new  shop.  He  soon  found 
out  he  could  not  make  the  place  pay,  and  he  filed  his  petition, 
lie  admitted  that  it  was  a  grave  error  of  judgment  in  under- 


taking to  pay  the  heavy  rental  of  150/.  a  year,  and  it  was  that 
that  had  brought  him  to  his  present  position.  The  examina- 
tion was  formally  adjourned  for  closing. 

Re  John  William  Knight,  137  Francis  Avenue,  Southsea, 
Hants,  Drug-store  Proprietor. — In  this  case  the  receiving 
order  was  made  on  the  debtor's  own  petition  on  February  4, 
and  it  appears  that  he  started  business  as  a  drug-store  keeper 
at  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  in  1894.  This  business,  which  was 
bought  by  his  father  for  170/.,  was  carried  on  for  four  years, 
when,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  the  debtor  sold  it  for 
200/.  and  went  to  Leicester  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after 
an  estate  of  freehold  property,  valued  at  about  1,700/.,  which 
had  been  left  him  by  his  father.  In  1899  he  opened  a  small 
drug  and  household  store  at  Enderby,  near  Leicester. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  sold  his  property  for  about  1.600/., 
and  in  1900  bought  some  land  at  Enderby  and  erected  large 
business-premises  at  a  cost  of  about  1,130/. ,  but,  owing  to> 
strikes  in  the  boot  trade  and  other  causes,  the  turnover  was 
insufficient  to  meet  the  expenses.  In  1904-5  he  tried  to  selS 
the  shop  premises  and  business,  but  he  could  not  get  an 
adequate  offer.  He  sold  the  property  for  500/.  at  Christmas 
1905,  but  carried  on  the  business  till  March  1906,  when  he 
went  to  Portsmouth,  his  capital  then  amounting  to  95/.  cash, 
fixtures  estimated  at  20/.,  and  stock  35/.,  and  small  unpaid 
accounts.  He  started  a  new  business  in  a  new  locality  at 
Portsmouth,  and  this  proved  a  failure.  He  has  not  kept  any 
books.  His  wife  claims  the  furniture.  Debtor  ascribes  his 
failure  to  losses  in  business  owing  to  insufficient  turnover. 
The  liabilities  amount  to  62/.  lis.  9d.,  to  meet  which  there 
are  assets  estimated  to  produce  58/.  3s.  after  deducting  pre- 
ference claims.  The  following  are  creditors :  T.  Howard 
Lloyd  &  Co.,  Leicester  (36/.)  ;  W.  Pink  &  Son,  Portsmouth 
(10/.);  and  J.  Sanger  &  Sons,  London  (10/.). 

Re  Percy  Procter  Judge,  Folkingham,  near  Bourne, 
Lines,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — The  public  examination  of 
this  debtor  took  place  at  Peterborough  Bankruptcy  Court  on 
February  15.  Examined  at  great  length  by  the  Official  Re- 
ceiver, debtor  gave  particulars  of  his  commercial  career,  as 
already  given  in  the  C.  <£■  D.  of  February  2  (p.  185).  He 
said  that  when  he  bought  the  business  at  Folkingham 
from  Mr.  George  Heathcote  for  212/.  the  valuer  would  not 
tell  him  how  much  of  the  212/.  was  in  respect  of  stock. 
His  mother  lent  him  200/.  and  his  brother  140/.,  at  the  rate 
of  3  per  cent.  With  the  money  he  had  left  after  paying  for 
the  business  he  bought  furniture  and  stock,  and  carried  on 
the  concern.  He  kept  a  cash-book,  but  did  not  carry 
the  totals  forward  from  month  to  month.  He  had 
paid  off  65/.  to  his  mother  and  reduced  his  brother's 
loan  to  111/.  The  Official  Receiver  pointed  out  that  debtor's 
cash-book  showed  101/.  unaccounted  for  in  1903,  100/.  in  1904, 
160/.  in  1905,  and  170/.  in  1906.  His  profits  were  about  70/. 
per  annum,  and  he  had  been  living  at  the  rate  of  nearly  200/. 
Debtor  said  he  was  perfectly  certain  he  had  not  spent  that 
amount  of  money  on  his  household,  but  he  could  not  say 
where  it  had  gone.  The  examination  was  adjourned  for 
closing,  the  Registrar  remarking  that  this  was  one  of  those 
wretched  cases  where  a  man  was  better  off  as  a  journeyman 
at  30s.  a  week  than  he  was  with  a  business  earning  3/.  a  week, 
because  he  could  not  keep  accounts.  The  Official  Receiver 
said  debtor  had  kept  accurate  accounts  to  an  extent ;  but, 
because  he  had  not  carried  them  forward,  he  had  lost  all  the 
benefit.  He  could  have  seen  his  own  position  at  any  moment 
by  taking  his  accounts  a  little  further. 

Re  George  John  Kirktjp,  Westmorland  Road,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  Chemist  and  Druggist. — At  the  Newcastle  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  on  February  14,  before  Judge  Greenwell,  this 
debtor  applied  for  an  order  for  his  discharge  from  bank- 
ruptcy. Mr.  Gourlay.  the  Official  Receiver,  reported  that  a 
dividend  of  Is.  10<7.  in  the  pound  had  been  paid.  Debtor 
started  business  as  a  chemist  in  Westmorland  Road  in  1891, 
with  a  capital  of  100/.  Afterwards  a  mineral-water  company 
was  formed,  but  the  capital  subscribed  was  only  40/.,  and  the 
company  was  practically  indistinguishable  from  the  debtor. 
At  the  date  of  the  receiving  order  the  company  was  being 
wound  up,  and  the  shares  were  valueless.  The  bankrupt  re- 
presented that  he  was  unaware  of  his  insolvency  until  three 
months  before  the  receiving  order ;  but  the  Official  Receiver 
added  that  he  had  never  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  his  affairs,  and  that  he  was  borrowing  money  three 
years  before  his  bankruptcy.  The  bankrupt  attributed  his 
insolvency  to  bad  trade,  interest  on  borrowed  money,  etc. 
The  Official  Receiver  alleged  against  the  bankrupt  that  his 
assets  were  not  10s.  in  the  pound  on  the  unsecured  liabilities, 
that  ho_  had  omitted  to  keep  such  books  as  were  usual  and 
nroper  in  his  business,  and  that  he  had  continued  to  trade  after 
he  knew  that  he  was  insolvent.  The  bankrupt,  in  answer  to 
the  Official  Receiver,  said  that  at  present  he  was  employed  in 
the  shop,  which  was  being  carried  on  by  a  company,  in  which 
he  had  no  financial  interest.  His  Honour  said  he  had  known 
the  debtor  ever  since  he  had  had  a  shop  in  Westmorland 
Road.  He  made  an  order  for  discharge,  with  a  suspension 
of  three  vcars. 
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Deeos  of  arrangement. 


Fubnival,  Charles  Edwaed,  2  Hartington  Road.  Leicester, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. — Trustee.  Edwin  Neal,  St.  George's 
Chambers,  Grey  Friars,  Leicester.  Dated  February  6 ;  filed 
February  12.  Secured  creditors.  198/.  ;  liabilities  unsecured, 
313/.  9s.  Wd.  ;  estimated  net  assets,  128/.  18s.  6(7.  The  creditors 
include  Baiss  Bros.  &  Stevenson,  Ltd.,  London  (19/.);  H. 
Smith,  London  (19/.)  ;  S.  Smith  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London  (12/.)  ; 
A.  Furnival  (126/.);  Mrs.  Furnival  (138/.);  and  N.  Furnival 
(33/.) — all  of  Fleckney  ;  Liebig's  Wine  Co.,  Liverpool  (11/.). 

Trust  Deeds. 

Mb.  James  McNiven,  of  McNiven  &  Forrester,  chemists, 
Grahamston,  Falkirk,  has  signed  a  trust  deed  on  behalf  of 
his  creditors. 

Donald  Campbell,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  carrying 
on  business  at  255  Great  Junction  Str-eet,  Leith,  has 
granted  a  trust  deed  for  behoof  of  his  creditors  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Cunningham,  17  Smith's  Place,  Leith-.  Claims 
to  Messrs.  Kelly,  Paterson  &  Co.,  S.S.C..  25  Constitution 
Street.  Leith. 


<Ba3ette. 

Partnerships  Dissolve 

Coxon,  H.  G.,  and  Lidbuey,  F.  R.,  under  the  style  of  the 

Stratford    Chemical    Co.,    Knox    Road,    Forest  Gate, 

London,  E.,  druggists'  sundriesmen. 
Nelson,  C.  W.,  and  Pdllinger,  G.  O.,  under  the  style  of 

G.  Scott  &  Co.,  Lancaster  Road,  Notting  Hill,  London, 

W.,  mineral-water  manufacturers. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

.  Adjudications. 
Matthews,    Hedley    Franklin,    Marske-by-the-Sea,  late 
Middlesborough,  Yorkshire,  chemist's  assistant,  lately 
druggist. 

Strong,    Alfred    Ernest,    Langley    Moor,    co.  Durham, 
chemist  and  druggist. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 
Mayer,    William   Lewin,    Brixham.    Devon,    surgeon — dis- 
charge suspended  for  two  years  ending  October  24,  1908. 


IRew  Companies  ano  Company  IRews. 


Anchor  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  2,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  T.  R.  Hewlett 
at  Clayton  Lane,  Clayton,  Lanes,  as  the  "  Anchor  Chemical 
Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemical-manufacturers, 
drysalters,  paper  and  twine  manufacturers,  etc.  Registered 
office,  Clayton  Lane.  Clayton,  Manchester. 

Viking  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  1,207/.,  in  1/.  shares 
(1.000  5-per-cent.  preference).  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness of  manufacturing  chemists  and  druggists,  drysalters.  im- 
porters and  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical, 
medicinal,  chemical,  industrial,  and  other  preparations  and 
articles,  etc.,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  Sarah  M. 
Mollenhauer  and  O.  Haessner.  Registered  office,  1  Broad 
Street  Place,  E.C. 

Thermos,  Ltd. — This  company  was  registered  on  Feb- 
ruary 16,  with  a  capital  of  15,000/.,  in  1/.  shares,  to  acquire  and 
take  over  an  agreement  between  the  Thermos  Gesellschaft 
of  Berlin  of  the  one  part,  and  Lawson,  Ward  &  Gamage,  Ltd., 
A.  E.  Gutmann,  and  M.  Bartholomew,  of  the  one  part, 
whereby  the  Thermos  Gesellschaft  agreed  to  sell  to  the  parties 
of  the  second  part  the  British  patent  relating  to  an  inven- 
tion known  as  the  "Thermos  Flask,"  together  with  certain 
patent  and  other  rights  relating  to  the  sale  and  manufacture 
thereof,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  Thermos  and  other  flasks  and  bottles,  etc.  The 
first  directors  are  M.  Bartholomew  (chairman).  H.  Lawson 
(managing  director),  and  A.  E.  Gutmann.  Qualification, 
100/.  Remuneration  (except  managing  director).  250/.  per 
annum,  div.    Registered  office,  8  Long  Lane,  Aldergate,  E.C. 

Quinine-bittebs  Manufactdeing  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  7,500/., 
in  10s.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  undertaking,  assets, 
and  liabilities  of  the  Quinine-bitters  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd., 
to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  said  old  company,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  patent-medicine  vendors,  druggists' 
sundriesmen,  chemists,  food-providers,  instrument-makers, 
manufacturers  of  drugs,  chemicals,  patent  medicines,  and 
proprietary  articles,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are :  G.  R. 
Barclay,  95  Farringdon  Street,  E.C,  druggists'  sundriesman ; 
J.  A.  Anderson,  clerk ;  F.  C.  Moyse,  clerk ;  A.  H.  Thorne, 


assistant  secretary;  E.  J.  Northmore,  clerk;  W.  F.  Williams, 
clerk  ;  and  A.  H.  Bryant,  clerk.  No  initial  public  issue.  The 
subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors.  Qualification, 
200  shares.  Remuneration,  50/.  each  per  annum.  Registered 
office,  Llanelly. 


John  Oakey  &  Sons,  Ltd!— The  report  for  1906  states  that 
the  net  profits  for  the  year,  including  3,579/.  brought  forward, 
amount  to  32,958/.  The  directors  recommend  a  final  divi- 
dend of  5  per  cent,  to  the  ordinary  shareholders,  making  a 
total  of  10  per  cent,  for  the  year,  and,  in  addition,  a  bonus  of 
5  per  cent,  free  of  income-tax.  They  also  recommend  that 
3,000/.  be  carried  to  general  reserve,  raising  this  account  to 
77,000/.,  leaving  a  balance  of  5,208/.  to  be  carried  forward. 


Blrtb. 


Mr.  Rowland  Stuart  Stagg,  referred  to  under  this 
heading  last  week,  is  not  Mr.  Rowland  Stagg,  of  Messrs. 
C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &  Morgan,  Ltd. 

Walker. — At  "  Sunbury,"'  Dormansland,  Surrey,  on 
February  20,  the  wife  of  Dr.  H.  J.  D.  Walker,  of  a 
daughter. 


fIDarrtaoe. 


Birnie — Kilgour. — At  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen, 
on  February  11,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  Newhills,  James 
Murison  Birnie,  chemist  and  druggist,  363  Holburn  Street, 
Aberdeen,  to  Mary  Leslie,  daughter  of  Mr.  Peter  Kilgour, 
Methliek  Cottage,  Bankhead,  Bucksburn. 


Deaths. 


Adams. — At  4  Arundel  Drive,  Langside,  Glasgow,  on 
February  14,  Mr.  William  Stuart  Adams,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  in  business  in  Battlefield 
Road,  Langside,  had  been  ill  for  over  a  month. 

Edmiston. — At  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  on  Feb- 
ruary 16,  Alexander,  younger  son  of  Mr.  William  Edmiston, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Dunoon. 

Ford. — At  Congleton,  Cheshire,  on  February  1,  Mr. 
John  Albert  Ford,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty-nine. 

Kendrick. — At  Redditch,  on  February  2,  Mr.  John  Ken- 
drick,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-three. 

Martindale. — At  93  Broadhurst  Gardens,  Hampstead, 
London.  N.W.,  on  February  19,  Mrs.  Mariah  Hannah 
Martindale,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Martindale, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  New  Cavendish  Street,  W.  Mrs. 
Martindale  had  been  ailing  and  practically  bedridden  the 
greater  part  of  last  year.  The  funeral  took  place  on  Feb- 
ruary 21  at  the  Marylebone  Cemetery,  Finchley. 

Rizk. — At  Cairo,  Egypt,  on  January  4,  Mr.  Hunein  M. 
Rizk,  chief  chemist  to  the  Prisons  Department,  Cairo. 
Mr.  Rizk  was  a  graduate  of  the  Syrian  College  of  Phar- 
macy, at  Beyrout.  He  graduated  in  1904,  and  immediately 
afterwards  was  appointed  to  the  chemical  staff  of  the 
Prisons  Department,  subsequently  rising  to  the  position  of 
chief  chemist. 

Stewart. — At  180  Shirland  Road,  London,  W. ,  on  Feb- 
ruary 3,  Mr.  William  Henry  Stewart,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  seventy. 


IRecent  Mills. 


Mr.  William  Gibbs,  of  Ryde,  I.W.,  and  of  Messrs.  Gibbs  & 
Gurnells,  of  LTnion  Street,  Ryde,  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
who  died  on  January  3,  left  estate  valued  at  8,519/.  0s.  10(7. 
gross,  with  net  personalty  8,305/.  7s.  1(7. 

Me.  George  Robert  Fishee,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
18  Learn  Terrace,  Leamington,  who  died  on  January  7,  left 
estate  valued  at  2.260/.  16s.  5c7.  gross  and  1.988/.  13s.  Wd.  net. 
His  widow  is  the  sole  executrix. 

Mb.  Adam  Laidlaw  Wilkie,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Galashiels.  N.B..  who  died  on  November  21.  1906,  left,  in 
addition  to  real  estate  of  an  estimated  capital  value  of  4,500/., 
persona!  estate  in  the  LTnit^d  Kingdom  valued  at 
1,568/.  17s.  8(7. 


292 


THE   CHEMIST    AND  DRUGGIST 


February  23,  1907 


Grace  Botes. 


Rheumasol  Bath-salt  is  a  new  uric-acid  solvent  placed 
on  the  market  by  the  Clarence  Chemical-works,  Hounslow, 
It  retails  in  shilling  tins,  on  P.A.T.A.  terms,  and  the  com- 
pany invite  our  readers  to  write  to  them  for  a  gratis 
sample  tin  and  trade  terms. 

Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  Birmingham, 
have  received  a  further  supply  of  "A  1  "  cod-liver  oil 
from  their  factory  in  the  Lofcitens,  and  are  again  able  to 
fill  orders.  They  are  offering  this  new  oil  at  special  rates 
this  week,  either  in  bulk  or  in  bottles,  and  they  invite  our 
readers  to  apply  for  samples. 

New  Cod-liver  Oil. — A  fine  sample  of  the  new  season's 
cod-liver  oil  has  reached  us  from  Messrs.  Baiss  Bros.  & 
Stevenson,  Ltd.,  4  Jewry  Street,  London,  E.C.  The  taste 
of  the  oil  is  particularly  bland,  having  only  a  minimum  of 
fish  flavour.  Persons  who  "  can't  take  ccd-liver  oil  "  would 
be  converted  if  such  a  sample  came  in  their  possession. 
Chemists  should  endeavour  to  keep  the  oil  in  its  best  con- 
dition by  careful  bottling. 

A  Dainty  Pot  of  Shaving-cream  to  sell  at  Is.  has  just 
been  introduced  by  Messrs.  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.,  Old 
Swan  Lane,  London,  E.C.  The  pot  is  Delft- ware  blue, 
without  any  lettering  upon  it,  and  the  cream  is  an  excellent 
flesh-coloured,  silky  paste,  which  gives  a  good  lather  and  a 
smooth  shave.  The  wholesale  price  is  7.?.  per  dozen.  The 
cream  is  also  supplied  in  collapsible  tubes,  but  for  intro- 
ducing a  new  line  we  think  the  blue  pot  is  the  thing  ;  it 
differs  so  much  from  pots  hitherto  used  for  such  toilet- 
preparations. 

Window-displays  of  proprietary  articles  are  frequently 
condemned  by  retail  chemists,  especially  by  those  who  are 
not  alive  to  the  fact  that  such  displays  are  profitable.  A 
case  in  point  is  given  in  our  advertisement  pages  this  week, 
where  Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney  give  the  results 
of  their  1906  window-displays,  211.  being  awarded  in  prizes. 
It  may  be  observed  that  these  prizes  are  additional  to 
24.?.  worth  of  Wright's  soap  given  to  everyone  who  has  made 
a  display  of  the  soap,  so  that  whether  one  gets  a  prize  or 
not  "  it  pays." 

Soluble  Bismuth  Citrate. — In  referring  to  this  new 
"  salt  "  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.,  we  suggested  that  it  is  ammonium  and  bismuth  citrate. 
The  firm  inform  us  that  it  differs  from  the  U.S. P.  prepara- 
tion of  that  name,  as  it  never  becomes  insoluble.  The  citrate 
is  a  new  preparation,  prepared  by  a  method  elaborated  in 
the  firm's  research  department,  and  155  grains  of  it  with 
3g  oz.  of  distilled  water  makes  liquor  bismuthi  in  half  a 
minute.  The  utility  of  the  citrate  will  be  appreciated  by 
practical  pharmacists. 

Lockyer's  List. — Given  a  few  more  days  of  fine  weather 
amateurs  all  over  the  country  will  be  dusting  their  photo- 
graphic apparatus  and  requiring  fresh  stocks  of  developer 
and  chemicals.  These  thoughts  are  inspired  by  a  copy  of 
the  1907  edition  of  the  dealers'  list  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Lockyer, 
244  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford,  London,  S.E.  Mr.  Lockyer 
has  for  many  years  specialised  in  photographic  chemicals, 
and  the  present  list  is  a  very  complete  one  in  this  respect  as 
well  as  in  packed  photographic  solutions.  The  retail  price 
of  the  packed  goods  is  protected  from  cutting. 

Tabloid  Developers. — With  a  view  to  popularising  the 
tabloid  form  of  developer,  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  & 
Co.  are  putting  up  sample  boxes  containing  sets  of  photo- 
graphic tabloids.  The  boxes  sell  at  6(7.  and  1.?.,  and  con- 
tain a  booklet  which  tells  of  the  advantages  of  photo- 
graphic chemicals  in  this  form.  Amateurs  who  at  present 
use  tabloids  for  developing  may  in  this  way  be  induced  to 
extend  the  field  of  their  operations  to  toning  and  reducing, 
the  necessary  tabloids  being  included  in  these  sample  sets. 
The  tabloids  are  attractively  packed  in  red  boxes. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Year-book,  1907,  and  Protected  List  is 
a  record  of  steady  progress.  The  total  number  of  firms 
who  control  articles  on  the  protected  list  is  now  230,  an 
increase  of  fifteen  on  last  year's  list;  while  the  list  of  pro- 
tected articles  has  been  extended  by  ten  pages  during  the 
year.  The  "Year-book  "  is  this  year  bound  in  a  cheerful 
blue.    It  includes  useful  information  in  regard  to  price- 


protection,  as  well  as  the  report  and  particulars  of  thfr 
CD. A.  and  its  legal  services  to  members.  One  copy  is 
sent  free  to  evei-y  chemist  in  business  in  the  Unitedi 
Kingdom. 

Messrs.  S.  Kutnow  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  41  Farringdon  Road,. 
London,  E.C,  send  us  a  proof  copy  of  a  new  showcard  for 
Kutnow's  salt,  which  they  are  producing  for  exhibition  by- 
retailers  of  Kutnow's  powder.  It  is  an  artistic  piece  of 
work,  printed  with  seven  colours,  which  reproduce  with 
striking  faithfulness  the  designer's  finished  sketch.  The- 
card  measures  15  in.  by  12  in.,  and  a  photograph  of  it  is- 
printed  in  the  company's  advertisement  in  this  issue.  Our 
subscribers  are  invited  to  write  for  a  copy  of  it.  Aa 
Messrs.  S.  Kutnow  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  are  starting  a  vigorous- 
advertising  campaign  for  Kutnow's  salt,  retailers  of  the 
article  will  find  it  advantageous  to  show  one  of  the  cards. 

Pine  Pellets.— The  Standard  Tablet  &  Pill  Co.,  Hove, 
send  us  a  sample  box  of  the  pine  pellets  which  they  supply 
for  sale  by  chemists.  The  label  on  the  box  is  an  artistic 
production  in  colours,  with  a  vignette  of  snow-covered  moun- 
tains and  pine-trees  suggesting  the  pine  oil  which  gives  the- 
pellets  their  distinguishing  flavour.  The  warm  taste  of  the 
pine  is  tempered  by  liquorice  in  a  soluble  form — a  verv 
agreeable  combination,  and  the  company  have  incorporated' 
an  essential  ingredient  which  is  usually  missed.  One  im- 
portant aspect  of  these  packed  pine  pellets  is  the  cheap 
price  at  which  they  are  offered  to  chemists.  Of  the  quality 
any  of  our  readers  can  judge  by  writing  to  the  company  for 
a  sample  box,  which  they  will  send  on  application. 

Father  Neptune's  Safe  Floats  are  more  or  less  a  summer 
speciality,  and  meant  particularly  for  those  who  are  learn- 
ing to  swim  or  float  during 
the  period  of  their  seaside 
vacation.  They  had  a  great  ^== 
vogue  during  the  hot  '"^S^Sife 
weather  of  last  year,  and 
chemists  who  have  not 
already  done  so  ought  to  see 

that  their  stocks  of  Father  Neptune's  own  particular 
speciality,  as  made  by  Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  89  South- 
wark  Street,  London,  S.E.,  are  adequate  for  this  year's  de- 
mand. The  floats  are  free  from  indiarubber  and  will  last 
for  years  ;  moreover,  Messrs.  Schutze  emphasise  the  fact 
that  the  float  is  not  a  toy,  but  a  real  natatory  aid  to  both 
adult  and  child.  With  the  floats  Messrs.  Schutze  are  send- 
ing out  a  calendar,  the  main  idea  of  which  is  to  impress 
upon  the  public  mind  in  a  humorous  manner  the  value  o£ 
the  Father  Neptune  Safe  Floats.  The  price  is  1?.  6d.  per 
pair  of  floats,  and  waterproof  cases,  costing  3rf.  and  6rf. 
each,  may  be  had  for  carrying  them  when  wet. 

Finger-stall  Teat. — In  our  issue  of  October  27,  1906, 
p.  648,  we  commented  upon  a  paper  by  Dr.  Tom  F.  Pedley, 
of  Rangoon,  in  which  he  gave  examples  of  mouth  deformi- 
ties and  nose  troubles  in  children,  arising  from  the  shape 
of  the  indiarubber  teat  used  on  feeding  bottles  and  "  com- 
forters."   Dr.  Pedley  recommended  "a  good-sized  soft 


rubber  finger  stall  as  a  teat,"  and  we  have  this  week  received' 
from  Messrs.  Lynch  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Silver  Street,  Falcon. 
Square,  London,  E.C,  a  feeding-bottle  fitted  according  to 
Dr.  Pedley 's  instructions  (Messrs.  Lynch  &  Co.  act  as  his 
agents).  We  have  had  this  bottle  sketched,  as  well  as  the 
teat.  The  size  of  the  latter  is  1^-  in.  long,  1£  in.  broad  at 
the  base  (front  view),  and  |-  in.  across  at  the  same  place 
(side  view).  The  new  style  of  teat  is  taken  by  babies  as 
readily,  if  not  more  so,  than  the  bulbed  form,  and  Dr. 
Pedley  finds  that  dental  malformation  does  not  follow  its 
use. 
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fl>ersonaUttes. 


Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  L.C.C.,  is  the  subject  of  an  inter- 
view in  last  week's  "  Graphic." 

Professor  Herbert  McLeod,  F.R.S.,  is  to  receive  the 
SLL.D.  degree  of  the  Glasgow  University. 

Mme.  Sklodowska  Curie,  Professor  of  General  Physics 
•at  the  Sorbonne,  is  to  receive  the  degree  of  LL.D.  of  Edin- 
burgh University. 

Mr.  Hugh  C.  Millar,  Newfoundland,  who  passed  the 
Minor  examination  in  London  last  October,  has  joined  the 
■staff  of  Messrs.  T.  McMurdo  &  Co.,  St.  John's. 

Sir  William  Crookes  is  a  capable  shorthand-writer, 
■says  an  evening  contemporary.  That  wonderful  little 
volume,  Faraday's  "  Chemistry  of  a  Candle,"  which  millions 
■of  people  must  by  this  time  have  read,  is  printed  from  Sir 
William's  shorthand  notes.  He  reported  the  lectures  for 
the  "  Chemical  News,"  whence  they  were  taken  the  same 
year  and  put  into  a  book  which  still  sells. 

Mr.  Owen  A.  Clark,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  who  is  this  year  Mayor  of  that  town,  having 
■been  organist  and  choirmaster  of  St.  John's  Church 
(for  twenty-one  years,  last  week  entertained  the  clergy, 
churchwardens,  and  adult  members  of  the  choir  to  dinner 
at  the  Suffolk  Hotel.  After  the  dinner  the  Rev.  E.  W. 
Adams  presented  Mr.  Clark  with  a  silver  and  amber  cigar- 
tube  as  a  token  of  his  valuable  services. 

Among  members  of  the  committee  supporting  the  Mode- 
rate candidates  to  the  London  County  Council  for  the 
borough  of  Hampstead  are  Messrs.  Walter  Hills,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist ;  F.  U.  Stamp,  pharmaceutical  chemist ; 
C.  E.  Franklin  Vallet,  pharmaceutical  chemist ;  and  A 
J.  Hall,  chemist  and  druggist.  The  Progressive  candi- 
dates have  among  their  backers  four  knights,  twenty-three 
clergymen,  eight  M.P.s,  Dr.  Sophie  Bryant,  Mr.  Samuel 
Figgis,  his  son,  Mr.  H.  B.  Figgis,  and  his  partner,  Mr. 
T.  H.  Urwick. 


Business  Cbanaes, 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being-  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Mr.  H.  Hampshire  has  opened  a  chemist's  business  at 
247  Camberwell  New  Road,  London,  S.E. 

Boots,  Ltd.,  have  acquired  new  premises  at  20  Newington 
Causeway,  which  they  will  open  as  soon  as  alterations  are 
complete. 

Mr.  Martin  W.  Johnson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  King's 
Lynn,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Eaton  at 
Church  Street,  Woodbridge,  Suffolk. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Coke,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed  from 
4  Montpelier  Street,  Brompton  Road,  London,  S.W.,  to 
more  extensive  premises  at  No.  20  in  the  same  thoroughfare. 

Messrs.  F.  W.  Sutcliffe  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  purchased 
the  business  recently  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Melling, 
chemist  and  druggist,  at  105a  High  Street,  Tunstall,  Staf- 
fordshire. 

Mr.  Frederick  March,  F.R.Met.Soc,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  34  Fleet  Street,  Torquay,  has  acquired  the 
business  hitherto  conducted  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Rawling,  chemist 
and  druggist,  at  90  Belgrave  Road,  Torquay,  which  he  will 
carry  on  as  a  branch. 

Mr.  E.  Dickenson,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Troutbeck, 
.near  Penrith,  has  purchased  the  old-established  business 
at  58  Pow  Street,  Workington,  carried  on  for  thirty-five 
years  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Thompson.  Mr.  Dickenson 
entered  into  possession  last  week. 

Mr.  James  Alfred  Buckley,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Lees,  near  Oldham,  who,  as  stated  in  last  week's  issue 
(p.  254),  has  disposed  of  his  retail  business,  will  in  future 
devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  extension  of  his  business 
id  the  "  Budnip  "  remedies,  of  which  he  is  proprietor. 


Belladonna  for  Xauoanum. 


Conclusion  of  the  magisterial  hearing,  as  a  result  of  which 
Mr.  Bartlett  has  been  committed  for  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey. 

AT  the  South-Western  Police  Court  on  February  15, 
before  the  Hon.  John  de  Grey,  Mr.  George  Fredk. 
Handel  Bartlett  (51),  chemist  and  druggist,  38  Battersea 
Park  Road,  London,  S.W.,  again  surrendered  to  his  bail, 
charged  with  the  manslaughter  of  Mary  Elizabeth  Morris 
by  belladonna-poisoning,  in  circumstances  already  fully 
reported  in  our  issues  of  February  2,  page  183,  and 
February  16,  page  257. 

Mr.  Arthur  Gill  (instructed  by  Mr.  Cohen)  prosecuted 
for  the  Treasury ;  Mr.  Hanne  defended  ;  and  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Quarrell  watched  the  proceedings 
in  the  interests  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  case  came  on  at  12.25,  when  Mr.  Gill,  addressing 
the  Magistrate,  said  he  wished  to  call  his  attention  to 
Section  17  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  which  reads  : 

It  shall  b^  unlawful  to  sell  any  poison,  either  by  whole- 
sale or  retail,  unless  the  box,  bottle,  wrapper,  or  covering 
in  which  the  poison  is  contained  shall  be  distinctly  labelled 
with  the  name  of  the  article  and  the  word  "  Poison." 

That,  said  the  learned  counsel,  was  absolute  prohibition, 
and  it  was  further  laid  down  :  "Any  person  selling  poison 
otherwise  than  herein  provided  shall  on  conviction  be 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  5^."  Then  there  were  certain  regula- 
tions under  Section  15  of  the  Act. 

The  Magistrate  thought  the  bottle  was  labelled. 

Mr.  Gill  observed  that  the  bottle  was  labelled  "Lauda- 
num," not  "Belladonna"  which  was  the  article  sold. 
He  thought  that  an  unlawful  act  was  committed  there,  and 
if  an  unlawful  act  was  committed  which  caused  death  it 
was  very  improper  and  amounted  to  manslaughter. 

Kate  Frances  Dwyer,  the  little  girl  who  was  served  with 
the  belladonna,  was  then  recalled,  and  identified  the  small 
blue  bottle  (produced)  as  being  the  one  she  took  to  the  de- 
fendant's shop.   It  was  labelled  "  Laudanum." 

Mr.  Gill  pointed  out  that  there  was  no  notice  on  the 
bottle  that  the  contents  were  not  to  be  taken  internally, 
which  was  one  of  the  regulations  regarding  the  sale  of  lini- 
ments ;  the  article  sold  was,  in  fact,  a  liniment. 

Patrick  Suter,  the  defendant's  fifteen-and-a-half-year-old 
assistant,  also  recalled  by  Mr.  Gill,  stated  that  a  pennyworth 
of  laudanum  was  2  dr.  On  the  Thursday  evening 
that  he  sent  the  10-oz.  shop-bottle  to  be  refilled  in  the 
cellar  he  had  not  seen  a  sale  of  laudanum,  except  the  one 
he  had  spoken  of  himself.  He  did  not  know  Silke's  full 
name  or  his  first  Christian  name. 

William  John  Kitchen,  aged  fourteen,  2  St.  James's  Grove, 
Battersea  Park  Road,  deposed  that  he  entered  Mr.  Bartlett's 
service  about  the  last  week  in  September  or  the  first  week 
in  October,  remaining  there  until  January  4.  His  work 
was  to  take  out  orders  as  an  errand-boy.  Mr.  Bartlett  had 
sent  him  down  into  the  stock-cellar  to  bring  up  bottles.  He 
would  describe  what  he  wanted  by  writing  the  name  of  the 
drug  on  a  piece  of  paper.  He  remembered  being  in  the  shop 
on  the  afternoon  of  January  3,  when  at  about  5  or  5.30  Suter 
gave  him  an  order.  Mr.  Bartlett  was  writing  at  his  desk 
at  the  time,  and  they  three  were  the  only  persons  in  the 
shop.  Just  before  this  there  had  been  about  seven  customers 
in  the  shop.  When  Suter  gave  him  an  order  he  handed  him 
the  10-oz.  tincture-of-opium  shop-bottle.  At  that  time  it 
was  empty.  Witness  had  seen  nothing  sold  out  of  the  bottle 
that  day.  When  it  was  given  to  him  he  was  standing  at 
the  other  end  of  the  counter  from  where  Mr.  Bartlett  was 
sitting.  Suter  had  taken  the  bottle  down  from  behind  the 
defendant,  who,  by  reason  of  his  deafness,  could  not  have 
heard  what  Suter  said.  Witness  took  the  bottle  down  into 
the  cellar,  and  on  getting  there  went  straight  to  the  second 
cellar,  where  he  knew  the  tincture  of  opium  was  kept.  He 
had  never  been  to  that  bottle  before.  He  took  one  of  the 
bottles  and  poured  some  of  the  contents  into  the  10-oz.  one. 
He  did  not  know  what  was  on  the  bottle  in  the  cellar. 

The  two  stock  bottles — Winchester  quarts — were  then 
produced.  One  was  a  corked  fluted  dark-blue  poison-bottle 
with  a  red  label,  "  Tinct.  Opii,  B.P.,"  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  and  the  other  was  a 
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stoppered  clear  glass  bottle  with  red  label,  "Lin.  Bella- 
donnas Meth.,"  and  the  name  and  address  of  Messrs. 
Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Thompson,  Ltd.  It  bore  the 
usual  check-label  showing  that  it  was  supplied  last  year. 
Both  bottles  had  additional  slit  poison-labels  and  when  pro- 
duced in  court  had  brass  poison-guards  over  the  necks. 

Asked  from  which  bottle  he  filled  the  shop-bottle,  witness 
said  from  the  white  one. 

"  I  remember  that  now,"  added  the  witness.  The  boy 
went  on  to  say  that  the  two  big  bottles  were  kept  together. 
The  blue  bottle,  besides  being  opaque,  was  fluted,  but  the 
white  one  was  of  smooth  glass.  When  they  came  from  the 
wholesale  house  they  had  not  brass  things  over  the  stoppers, 
as  they  now  had.  Both  the  belladonna  and  the  tincture  of 
opium  came  from  the  wholesale  houses  in  the  bottles 
produced. 

Why  did  you  refill  the  10-oz.  bottle  from  the  white  one  ? — 
Because  it  was  a  bottle  that  had  been  put  there  by  mistake. 
I  knew  the  tincture  of  opium  was  kept  there. 

Do  you  mean  that  the  belladonna  was  generally  kept 
somewhere  else  ? — I  say  it  was  there  by  mistake,  because  I 
had  never  seen  the  white  bottle  there  before. 

Continuing,  Kitchen  said  that  having  refilled  the  10-oz. 
bottle,  he  brought  it  up  into  the  shop,  and  gave  it  to  Suter. 
At  this  time  witness  was  by  the  till.  Suter  was  behind,  and 
witness  was  in  front  of  the  counter,  and  when  Suter  took 
the  bottle  from  him  he  was  standing  close  to  the  defendant. 
Mr.  '  Bartlett  had  been  speaking  to  Suter.  There  was 
nothing  to  prevent  Mr.  Bartlett  seeing  him  hand  the  bottle 
to  Suter.  The  latter  replaced  it  on  the  shelf.  To  get  to 
the  shelf  he  had  not  to  pass  the  defendant,  who  had  already 
returned  to  his  desk.  When  seated  at  his  desk  the  shelf 
would  be  behind  him.  Next  day  Mr.  Bartlett  spoke  to  him 
in  the  evening,  and  asked  him  whether  he  filled  the  bottle 
up.  His  words  were,  "Did  you  fill  any  bottles  up  last 
night?"  He  replied,  "Yes,  sir."  Mr.  Bartlett  said, 
"  What  did  you  fill  it  with  ?  "  Witness  answered,  "  Tinct. 
opii."  His  master's  next  question  was,  "Who  sent  you 
down  there?"  and  witness  said,  "No.  1,"  meaning 
Suter.  At  the  same  moment  Suter  came  in,  and  Mr. 
Bartlett  asked  him  why  he  had  sent  him  (Kitchen)  down 
into  the  cellar.  Suter  did  not  answer,  and  Mr.  Bartlett 
added,  "  I  should  not  think  of  sending  him  down  to  fill 
bottles  only  with  a  piece  of  paper."  There  was  another 
boy  in  the  shop,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  said,  "  You  or  him  (refer- 
ring to  the  other  lad)  either,"  adding  "  I  should  only  send 
you  or  him  down."  By  "  you  "  he  meant  Suter,  and  "  him  " 
was  No.  2  boy,  whose  name  witness  now  recollected 
was  William  Hartland.  With  that  Mr.  Bartlett  told 
witness  to  go  into  the  cellar  to  find  an  empty  methylated- 
spirit  can.  He  called  him  up  after  a  lapse  of  a  quarter  of 
an -hour,  and,  giving  him  a  shilling,  said,  "I  don't  want 
you  any  more."  At  no  time  had  the  defendant  given  him 
any  general  directions  with  regard  to  filling  bottles,  nor 
that  he  was  not  to  pour  out  any  poisons. 

Asked  who  generally  refilled  the  poison-bottles,  the 
witness  said  that  sometimes  Mr.  Bartlett  did,  except  when 
he  wrote  on  a  piece  of  paper  the  boys'  duties  for  the  day. 
There  would  be  a  separate  paper  for  each  boy,  headed, 
"  No.  1  "  and  "  No.  2,"  and  so  on.  Sometimes  the  poison- 
bottles  were  refilled  by  the  assistants.  Mr.  Silke  had 
refilled  the  laudanum-bottle,  but  witness  had  not  seen  him 
do  so,  though  he  had  seen  him  refill  other  poison-bottles. 
It  all  depended  upon  Mr.  Bartlett's  list  who  refilled  the 
laudanum-bottle. 

You  do  not  fully  understand.  I  want  you  to  explain  who 
has  filled  the  laudanum-bottle  to  your  knowledge  ? — No  one 
that  I  am  aware  of,  sir.  If  Mr.  Bartlett  put  down  "  Fill 
up  bottles,"  and  the  bottles  were  nearly  full  thev  would  not 
be  filled. 

That  is  not  an  answer  to  my  question — have  you  ever  seen 
the  laudanum-bottle  refilled  ? — No,  sir  ;  nor  have  I  heard 
Mr.  Bartlett  give  directions  as  to  refilling  it. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Hanne  :  When  he  came  up  from 
the  cellar  he  would  not  have  to  go  behind  the  counter  before 
getting  into  the  body  of  the  shop.  On  leaving  the  cellar 
there  was  a  door  on  his  left,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to 
go  round  the  counter  to  get  to  the  customers'  side. 

Why  did  you  go  round  instead  of  handing  it  there  and 
then  to  Suter,  bei-ausp  von  had  to  pass  him? — No;  Suter 
was  standing  by  Mr.  Bartlett,  sir. 


Mr.  Bartlett  suggested  that  it  would  have  been  better  to 
have  given  the  bottle  to  Suter  without  first  going  round  the 
counter?  Witness  said  he  was  recollecting  the  details  as 
best  he  could.  He  was  almost  certain  that  the  defendant  and 
Suter  had  been  talking,  and  they  certainly  were  together. 
There  was  nothing  particular  to  make  him  remember  that 
they  were  together.  When  he  got  into  the  shop  from  the 
cellar  he  would  have  been  close  to  the  till  where  they  were 
standing,  but  he  did  not  have  to  push  by  them.  As  he 
came  from  the  door  of  the  cellar  he  heard  Mr.  BartLtt  say 
something  to  Suter. 

The  Court  at  this  point  adjourned  for  luncheon.  On  re- 
suming the  case  at  2.40  p.m.,  the  first  witness  was 

Mrs.  Clara  Gibson,  16  Southolme  Street,  Battersea,  who 
stated  that  the  deceased  lodged  with  her  four  months  before 
her  death,  and  she  repeated  the  circumstances  following 
the  taking  of  the  belladonna,  as  she  had  done  at  the  inquest. 

Mrs.  Amelia  Eyles,  8  Gladstone  Street,  Battersea,  the 
dead  woman's  daughter,  also  repeated  her  evidence  as  at 
the  inquest. 

Police-sergeant  Wm.  Waterman  produced  a  plan  to  scale 
of  the  defendant's  shop,  showing  the  elevation  of  the 
counter  and  the  showcases  on  it. 

By  Mr.  Hanne  :  A  showcard  at  the  side  of  the  till  was 
4  ft.  10  in.  from  the  ground.  He  had  seen  Mr.  Bartlett  at 
his  desk.  A  person  4  ft.  6  in.  high  looking  over  the  card- 
board might  see  Mr.  Bartlett's  head  and  neck,  but  he  did 
not  think  he  could  see  what  he  was  doing. 

Detective-sergeant  Golden  Barrell  produced  a  Register 
of  Chemists  and  Druggists,  and  stated  that  in  the  list  of 
qualified  chemists  there  was  no  Christopher  Joseph  Silke. 
Edward  Silk  was  the  only  entry  under  that  name,  and  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Register  in  1883.  On  January  17.  wit- 
ness, at  the  Westminster  Coroner's  Court,  by  direction  of 
the  Coroner,  took  possession  of  the  various  bottles  and  glass 
that  had  been  produced.  Some  he  gave  on  January  30 
to  Dr.  Ivor  Back,  and  received  them  back  on  February  5, 
and  on  the  same  day  handed  them  to  Dr.  Wilcox.  The 
two  Winchester  quarts  he  received  from  Chief-inspector 
Scott,  who  had  obtained  them  from  the  defendant,  and  the 
latter  also  gave  them  the  10-oz.  laudanum  bottle. 

Mr.  Gill  intimated  that  that  was  the  case  for  the  prose- 
cution. He  would  like  to  mention  that  there  was  an  aspect 
of  this  case  which  he  did  not  refer  to  in  the  course  of  his 
opening.  Section  6  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
provided  that  no  person  should  sell  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
purchaser  any  drug  which  was  not  of  the  nature  of  the 
article  demanded  by  the  purchaser.  That  was  an  offence 
and  an  unlawful  act  in  respect  to  which  the  questim  of 
mens  rea  was  no  answer,  and  a  person  selling  a  drug  not 
asked  for  was  liable  to  a  very  heavy  penalty. 

Mr.  Hanne  said  the  defence  would  be  reserved. 

Mr.  de  Grey  committed  the  defendant  for  trial  at  the 
Central  Criminal  Court,  at  the  sessions  commencing  on 
Monday,  February  25. 

The  same  bail  was  accepted. 


3nformattcm  WlanteD. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  "  and  the  "  C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.)  will  be  esteemed. 


43/11.    Makers  of  penny  bird-cage  glasses. 
39/58.    Who  are  the  makers  of  Mason's  Linseed  Linctus  ? 
40/1.    What  is  "Iron  Sulphurol,"  and  where  can  it  be 
obtained  ? 

43/68.  What  is  "  Mathall-Cheneol,"  and  where  can  it 
be  obtained  ? 

43/63.  Name  and  address  of  manufacturers  of  Sir  Astley 
Coopor's  pills. 

41  /39.  Name  of  a  firm  who  make  a  speciality  of  printing 
labels  in  the  form  of  stamps. 

43/53.  Present  address  of  Smith  &  Wade,  late  of 
20  Baker  Street,  London,  W. 
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©bservatlons  anb  IReflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd., 

toy-dealers  and  chemists  and 
druggists  with  the  Somerset  House  licence,  prosecuted  for 
selling  sulphocyanide  of  mercury  in  the  form  of  serpents' 
eggs  without  properly  labelling  it,  pleaded  that  they  did 
not  know  the  eggs  were  sulphocyanide  of  mercury,  or  (the 
reports  are  not  quite  clear  on  this  point)  that  they  did  not 
know  the  sulphocyanide  was  a  poison.  "  They  were 
ignorant  of  the  dangerous  character  of  the  article,"  is  how 
the  daily  papers  stated  the  fact.  But  where  was  the 
qualified  chemist  of  their  drug-department,  who,  we 
are  so  often  assured,  guarantees  the  pharmaceutical 
competence  of  the  company  and  the  safety  of  the 
public?  He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  consulted,  and 
can  it  be  expected  that  the  great  directors  of  the  toy-dealing 
concern  would  condescend  to  be  controlled  by  him  ?  Not 
likely.  Perhaps  a  frowsy  shop  personally  conducted  by  a 
person  who  knows  his  business  has  some  advantages,  after 
all,  my  Lord. 

Suicides 

are  still  advancing  more  rapidly  than  population. 
The  Registrar-General's  report  for  1905  shows  that  in  that 
year  104  persons  out  of  each  million  inhabitants  of  England 
and  Wales  committed  suicide.  The  proportion  to  the  million 
was  ninety-nine  in  1904  and  105  in  1903.  It  was  ninety-two 
in  1895,  eighty-two  in  1886,  seventy  in  1870,  sixty-six  in 
1850.  The  progression  by  quinquennial  averages  is  so 
regular  that  it  would  be  an  easy  statistical  exercise  to  fore- 
tell within  a  very  few  the  number  of  suicides  that  will 
occur,  say,  in  1920  ;  and  it  would  not  be  rash  even  to  prophesy 
how  many  of  these  would  be  due  to  hanging,  how  many  to 
pistols,  how  many  to  poisons,  and  so  forth.  The  same  per- 
sistent advance  prevails  all  over  Europe.  The  constancy 
of  the  figures  is  such  that  eminent  critics  have  used  them 
to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  the  belief  in  the  free  agency 
of  human  beings.  Montesquieu  alluded  to  England  as  "  the 
classic  land  of  suicides,"  and  he  attributed  our  pre-eminence 
in  that  respect  to  the  climate.  But  that  was  before  the 
days  of  accurate  statistics.  We  know  now  that  the  annual 
output  of  suicides  in  France  is  about  50  per  cent,  higher 
than  that  of  England.  Nor  is  France  near  the  top  of  the 
scale.  Saxony  holds  the  premier  position  with  more  than 
double  France's  average,  and  "  the  distressful  country," 
Ireland,  is  the  oasis  of  Europe  where  self-murder  is  the 
least  frequent.  Spain  and  Italy  and  the  shores  of  the 
Mediterranean  generally  show  low  averages.  The  blackest 
regions  are  traceable  right  through  the  centre  of  Europe,  and 
the  proportion  declines  again  rapidly  on  the  way  northward. 

A  Little  More  about  Le  Blanc 

and  his  soda-process  is  sug- 
gested by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hermann  Schelenz,  of  Cassel, 
whose  article  in  the  "  Chemiker  Zeitung,"  crediting  the 
invention  of  that  process  to  Michel  Jean  Dize  and  attribut- 
ing to  Leblanc  dishonourable  appropriation  of  Dize's  dis- 
covery, was  abstracted  in  the  O.  <£•  D.  of  January  5.  Mr. 
Schelenz,  who  is  the  author  of  a  "  History  of  Pharmacy," 
states  that  he  derived  his  information  about  Dize  from  a 
biography  of  him  published  in  Paris  last  year  by  Pittas 
(Dize's  grandson)  and  Balland,  chief  army  pharmacien  (see 
C.  <k  D.,  July  12,  1906,  p.  78).  So  far  as  appears  Mr. 
Schelenz  has  not  read  the  exhaustive  and  impartial  investi- 
gation into  Dize's  claims  made  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
in  1856.    I  mentioned  this  inquiry  in  my  notes  on  Leblanc 


in  the  C.  <L-  D.  of  January  12,  and  stated  that  it  was  under- 
taken at  the  request  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon  III.  in  conse- 
quence of  an  appeal  from  the  children  of  Leblanc  for 
compensation  for  the  unjust  treatment  of  their  father  in 
the  Revolution.  The  chemists  appointed  to  make  the  in- 
vestigation were  Thenard,  Chevreul,  Pelouze,  Regnault, 
Balard,  and  Dumas,  and  the  report  of  their  labours  was 
entrusted  to  the  last-named.  The  report,  which  occupies 
twenty-four  quarto  pages,  was  printed  in  the  "  Comptes 
Rendus "  of  the  Academy  for  March  31,  1856.  As  has 
already  been  stated,  Chevreul  wrote  a  short  supplementary 
report  somewhat  dissenting  from  the  general  conclusions. 
But  Chevreul's  bias  in  favour  of  Dize  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  based  on  much  more  than  that  he  had  known  Dize 
personally,  believed  him  to  have  been  an  honourable  man. 
and  considered  that,  as  he  was  a  trained  chemist  and 
Leblanc  had  been  brought  up  as  a  medical  man,  it  was 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  more  capable  of  working 
out  a  formula.   But  the  controversy  was  really  settled  by 

A  Consideration  of  Dates. 

Mr.  Schelenz,  quoting  from  Pittas 
(who  only  renews  the  old  allegations),  says  that  Dize  went 
into  partnership  with  Leblanc  with  some  reluctance,  because 
he  and  D'Arcet  (Professor  of  Chemistry  at  the  College  of 
France,  on  whose  advice  the  Due  d'Orleans  depended)  did 
not  admit  Leblanc's  pretensions,  and  was  especially  i*v 
dignant  because  Leblanc  had  stolen  a  march  on  them  by 
patenting  the  process.  The  Academy  chemists  ascertained 
that  the  first  deed  relating  to  the  process  was  executed  in 
London,  where  the  Due  was  staying,  before  one  James 
Lutherland,  described  as  a  public  notary,  and  that  it  created 
a  partnership  between  the  Due,  one  Shee,  who  was  to  have 
charge  of  the  Due's  money,  Leblanc,  and  Dize.  The  Com- 
mission made  great  efforts  to  find  this  original  deed,  and 
Hofmann,  Grove,  and  De  la  Rue  assisted  them  by  making- 
searches  for  it  in  London,  but  unavailingly.  They  ulti- 
mately discovered,  however,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the 
document  among  the  Orleans  archives.  In  it  Leblanc  was 
described  as  "the  possessor  of  the  secret"  of  the  soda- 
process,  while  Dize  was  the  possessor  of  the  secret  of  a  new 
process  for  making  white-lead,  which  was  also  to  be  worked 
in  the  syndicate's  factory.  That  deed  was  dated  Febru- 
ary 12,  1790.  Next,  as  provided  by  the  deed  just  men- 
tioned, 

Sealed  Papers 

containing  details  of  the  two  processes 
were  deposited  by  Leblanc  and  Dize  with  a  Paris  notary 
named  Brichard.  These  were  discovered.  They  had  never 
been  opened,  and  the  Academy  obtained  legal  authorisation 
to  break  the  seals.  The  description  of  each  process  was 
accompanied  by  a  certificate  signed  by  D'Arcet  testifying 
that  the  process  was  the  same  as  had  been  worked  out  in 
his  laboratory.  These  were  dated  March  24,  1790.  Then 
on  January  27,  1791,  another  formal  deed,  disclosing  how 
the  profits  were  to  be  shared,  was  executed.  Lastly,  came 
the  patent  granted  to  Leblanc  in  September  1791.  That  is 
the  patent  which  Pittas  says  Leblanc  had  dishonourably 
taken  before  the  partnership.  There  is  no  record  all  this 
time  of  any  protest  by  Dize,  but  abundant  evidence  over 
his  own  signature  that  he  recognised  Leblanc's  claim.  Nor, 
after  the  Revolution,  when  Leblanc  was  constantly  appeal- 
ing to  Government  after  Government  for  funds  to  recom- 
mence his  industry,  and  when  a  number  of  contemporary 
chemists  of  eminence  were  supporting  his  efforts,  is  there 
any  appearance  of  an  objection  on  the  part  of  Dize.  The 
first  submission  by  Dize  of  a  claim  to  have  been  the  real 
inventor  of  the  process  so  far  as  is  known  was  put  forward 
in  1810,  four  years  after  the  death  of  Leblanc.  It  is  not 
astonishing,  therefore,  that  the  Commission  rejected  the 
suggestions  which  the  Dize  family  put  before  them. 
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"SOLDIS"  

*  N.B.— "  Sanitas  Fluid  "  is  the  Standard  Disinfectant 
for  all  Sick-room  and  Household  purposes. 


The  "SANITAS"  CO., 

LTD., 

LOCKSLEY  ST.,  LIMEHOUSE,  LONDON,  E. 

C.  T.  KING-ZETT,  F.I.C.,  F.O.S., 

Managing  Director. 


JEWSBURY  & 
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Ardwick  Green,  Manchester. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES. 


FRENCH&CERMAN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


PRIC  E  LIST  ON  APPLICATION.  LOWEST  PRICES. 
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ASSURES   PURE  WATER. 

THE  ONLY  FILTERS  AWARDED  CRAND  PRIX,  PARIS,  1900. 


PASTEUR 
FILTER 

OFFICIAL  COVERNMENT  STATEMENT— 

"Wherever  the  Pasteur  Filter  has  been 
applied  Typhoid  Fever  has  disappeared." 

J.  DEFRIES  &  SONS,  Limited/ 

146  *  147,  NOUNDSDITCH,  LONDON,  B.C. 


NESTLE  &  ANGLO-SWISS  CONDENSED  MILK  C0.„ 

6  &  8  EASTCHEAP  E.C. 


Ebitorial  Comments. 


Chemists  Threatened. 

Rapid  crystallisation  has  occurred  in  the  pharmacy  ancl! 
poisons  legislation  pot  since  our  last  issue.  Mr.  Herbert 
Samuel,  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  Home  Affairs,  who 
last  Session  took  charge  of  the  Government  Bill  when  it 
reached  the  House  of  Commons,  gave  notice  on  Friday 
evening,  February  15,  of  his  intention  to  introduce  a  Bill 
at  an  early  date.  We  have  ascertained  that  the  measure- 
will  be  confined  to  what  was  non-contentious  in  last  year's 
Bill,  and  that  Mr.  Samuel  will  push  it  on  to  second  read- 
ing and  get  it  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  The  company 
provisions  will  not  be  included,  nor  will  the  clause  extend- 
ing the  Bill  to  Ireland,  but  the  latter  subject  will  be  left  to 
the  Committee  to  deal  with,  evidence  being  called,  if  neces- 
sary, to  show  whether  or  not  the  Bill  should  be  extended  to 
Ireland.  On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  Winfrey  introduced 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill,  with  Mr.  F.  E.  Smith, 
the  young  Tory  Demosthenes,  as  a  backer  in  place  of  Sir 
Henry  Kimber,  who  is  abroad.  Otherwise  the  Bill  is 
identical  with  last  year's  one. 

The  adoption  of  the  Select  Committee  method  of  dealing 
with  these  matters  was  first  put  forward  in  this  journal 
on  January  6,  1906,  when  it  was  submitted  as  a  means  of 
'thorough  and  unbiassed  consideration."    The  Govern- 
ment, as  represented  by  Mr.  Samuel,  has  taken  this  view 
in  regard  to  the  agricultural-poisons  proposal,  and  will 
endeavour  to  secure  impartiality  by  constituting  the  Com- 
mittee from  business  men  of  the  House,  with  one  member 
jO  cross-examine  on  behalf  of  chemists,  and  another  to  do 
he  same  on  behalf  of  those  who  have  promoted  the  free 
;ale  of  agricultural  poisons.    Until  we  know  the  exact  terms 
if  the  Bill  and  the  reference  to  the  Select  Committee,  also 
.vhether  or  not  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill  can  be- 
advanced  to  the  second-reading  stage,  it  is  not  possible  to 
>ay  whether  the  claims  of  pharmacy  will  be  considered  as 
veil  as  the  question  of  poisons.    It  may  be  possible  to  put 
he  Society's  Bill  before  the  Committee  as  evidence,  but 
his  will  depend  upon  the  terms  of  the  reference.    In  any 
^ase,  we  submit  that  the  rock-bottom  principle  of  the  Sal© 
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of  Poisons  Act  is  involved  in  the  Government  Bill,  and  that 
this  principle  is  so  important  to  all  registered  under  the 
Act,  that  every  effort  should  be  made  on  their  behalf  to 
get  the  principle  considered  by  the  Select  Committee  as  a 
question  of  public  expediency. 

The  principle  was  the  subject  of  a  resolution  which  a 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  passed  on 
June  19,  1865,  as  follows  : 

That  the  Bill  do  provide  that  no  other  person  shall,  after 

a  day  to  be  fixed  by  the  Bill,  sell  certain  dangerous  drugs. 

to  be  scheduled  in  the  Bill,  unless  he  shall  be  examined  and 

registered. 

In  1867,  as  the  result  of  interviews,  Mr.  Gathorne-Hardy, 
the  Home  Secretary  of  that  day,  asked  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  draft  a  Bill  embodying  the  above  principle  and 
the  following  corollaries  : 

To  restrict  the  title  of  "  chemist  and  druggist  "  to — • 

1.  Those  then  in  business  as  such ; 

2.  Those  to  be  examined  in  the  future  and  passed  by 
proper  examiners ; 

3.  Pharmaceutical  chemists ; 

4.  Medical  men  under  the  Medical  Act. 
No  others  to  be  allowed  to  sell  drugs,  etc. 

These  principles  are  the  subject  of  the  1868  Act,  under 
which  thousands  of  individuals  have  been  examined  and 
registered  and  have  invested  millions  of  capital  in  the 
business  covered  by  the  Statute.  There  can  be  no  two 
opinions  among  these  individuals  that  their  first  care,  their 
first  interest,  is  to  see  to  it  that  the  Select  Committee  has 
the  prinicple  of  the  existing  law  clearly  put  before  it.  We 
particularly  warn  chemists  that  this  is  not  a  matter  of 
bargaining.  Not  a  single  advantage  is  offered  by  the 
Government  to  chemists ;  but  it  is  now  proposed  to  go 
behind  the  1865  report,  and  to  declare  that  it  is  not  necessary 
that  retailers  of  certain  scheduled  poisons  should  be  exam- 
ined. Some  ask,  Is  this  worth  fighting  for  ?  We  have  little 
patience  with  such,  because  there  is  nothing  else  except 
the  title  given  by  law  to  chemists  and  druggists.  If 
Parliament  now  repeals  the  principle,  and  the  formation 
of  companies  to  trade  as  chemists  and  druggists  is  not 
restricted,  there  will  be  nothing  left  to  chemists  except 
their  individuality,  and  the  1868  Act  will  be  reduced  to  a 
farce.  Is  it  not  worth  using  all  the  powers  of  the  craft  to 
avert  this  eventuality  ? 


In  the  Lobby. 

The  foregoing  article  deals  with  the  fundamental  aspect  of 
the  political  situation.  Since  it  was  written  we  have  had 
further  opportunity  of  interviewing  those  immediately  con- 
cerned with  the  Bills  now  before  Parliament,  and  there  is 
another  aspect  of  the  situation  which  must  be  presented 
to  chemists.  We  have  observed  that  those  interests  which 
cannot  be  reckoned  as  favourable  to  pharmacy  are  diligently 
and  continuously  represented  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  We  regret  to  be  unable  to  say  the  same  in  regard 
to  representation  of  pharmacy,  and  we  think  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  keep  members  of  Parliament  well  posted 
in  the  views  of  registered  chemists.  It  is  necessary  that 
some  authority  on  the  subject  of  pharmacy  law  should 
always  be  within  easy  reach  of  Mr.  Idris,  Mr.  Winfrey, 
and  other  backers  of  the  Bills.  The  opposition  often 
raise  points  which  are  somewhat  obscure,  but  which  an  ex- 
pert could  answer  without  hesitation.  There  are  twenty- 
one  councillors  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  we 
suggest  that  a  lobby  corps  should  be  organised  forthwith, 
at  least  one  councillor  being  always  present  in  the  lobby 
while  the  House  of  Commons  is  sitting.  If  one  councillor 
took  duty  for  a  day,  the  supply  would  last  almost  up  to 
Easter,  and  extending  the  number  of  lobbyists  by  including 
the  permanent  officials  of  the  Society,  the  service  could  be 


better  maintained.  It  would  in  this  way  be  possible  to  have 
always  present  a  councillor  and  an  official.  If  chemists 
were  now  invited  to  come  up  to  the  House  of  Commons  and 
to  send  for  their  member,  the  little  group  of  three  chemists' 
representatives  should  make  short  work  of  any  objections 
raised  by  an  imperfectly  informed  member  of  Parliament. 
In  this  way  the  whole  House  could  be  sifted  in  the  time 
that  intervenes  before  the  Bills  come  on  for  discussion.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  members  of  Parliament  are 
most  accessible  at  Westminster,  and  that  chemists,  from 
their  local  knowledge,  can  often  put  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  representatives  in  possession  of  facts  that  would 
go  a  long  way  in  argument.  Much  can  also  be  done  in  this 
way  by  getting  members  of  Parliament  introduced  to  the 
backers  of  the  Bill,  as  it  must  be  recollected  that  members 
do  not  know  all  their  fellow-members  of  Parliament.  We 
lay  stress  on  the  necessity  for  councillors  in  the  lobby,  as 
from  their  position  they  know  every  aspect  of  the  Bill  as 
talked  over  in  committee  of  the  Council,  and  they  should 
in  consequence  be  more  adept  in  meeting  criticism  than 
chemists  whose  opportunities  have  been  more  limited.  The 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  came  up  from 
Warrington  on  Wednesday,  and  spent  the  afternoon  in  the 
lobby.  He  was  alone,  but  made  excellent  use  of  his  time 
in  that  he  made  at  least  two  converts.  Why  should  his 
efforts  not  be  backed  up  by  the  other  councillors  ? 


Effect  of  Scheduling. 

We  have  gone  somewhat  more  fully  into  the  chief  poisoning, 
statistics,  which  we  referred  to  last  week,  in  dealing  with 
the  report  of  the  Registrar-General  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  results  deserve  to  be  given.  WTe  have  not  gone 
further  back  than  the  year  1881,  which  was  the  one  before 
the  Pharmaceutical  Council  first  proposed  to  schedule  car- 
bolic acid,  and  we  compare  with  the  figures  for  this  article 
similar  figures  respecting  opium  and  morphine,  and  any  pre- 
parations containing  them,  as  being  popular  domestic  medi- 
cines whose  poisonous  properties  are  commonly  known.  The 
following  figures  represent  totals  for  accidents  and  suicides 
in  each  of  the  years  : 

1831   1882   1883   1884   1885   1886   1887   1888  1889' 

Carbolic   50      34      77      64      77      62      52     101  -  69 

Opium,  etc.      ...     129     116     120     108     141     123     150     157  134 

1890   1891    1892   1893   1894    1895   1896  1897 

Carbolic   79      94     106     148   20  1    258     197  219 

Opium,  etc.     ...     147     150     149     156   185    171     145  166 

1898   1899   1900   1901    1902    1903    1904   1903  " 

Carbolic   206     212     170     175     162     161    165  188 

Opium,  etc.      ...     141     155     154     118     126     135    1  42    1  49 

In  these  twenty-five  years  four  were  abnormally  high,  and  ' 

we  have  put  the  figures  in  black  type.    The  significance  of 

this  becomes  apparent  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 

majority  of  deaths  from  medicinal  and  technical  poisons  are 

due  to  seven  articles,  or  groups  of  articles,  which  we  give  for 

the  black  years  : 


1894 

1895 

1904 

1905 

Carbolic  acid 

201 

258 

165 

188 

Hydrochloric  acid... 

38 

33 

75 

84 

Oxalic  acid  

49 

49 

123 

118  . — t 

Opium,  &c  

185 

171 

142 

149 

Potassium  cyanide 

23 

23 

46 

51 

Prussic  acid  

27 

40 

31 

34 

Strychnine  

27 

31 

19 

17 

Totals   

550 

608 

eoi 

641 

These  are  the  highest  totals  from  these  seven  poisons  in 
1881-1905.  All  the  years  in  the  'eighties  were  under  352 
per  annum,  but  there  was  a  rapid  jump  up  in  the  'nineties, 
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due  to  carbolic-acid  deaths,  and  in  the  present  decade 
oxalic  acid  and  hydrochloric  acid  account  for  the  exception- 
ally high  fatalities.  What  do  all  these  figures  tell  about  the 
effects  of  scheduling  as  poisons  articles  in  common  use? 
Before  considering  this  it  is  well  to  keep  in  mind  that  the 
population  of  England  and  Wales  was  a  little  less  than 
twenty-six  millions  in  1881,  and  in  1905  a  little  more  than 
forty- three  millions.  The  opium  figures  most  strikingly 
prove  that  the  death-rate  has  decreased,  while  the  carbolic 
figures  show  appalling  increase,  until  the  article  was 
scheduled,  then  the  death-rate  decreased.  We  give  the 
figures  and  rates  per  million  inhabitants  of  three  quin- 
quennia, but  would  again  refer  to  the  complete  set  of 
figures  given  above  : 


Annual  average 


Carbolic 

Opium 

Acid 

etc. 

1881-1885 

60 

123 

1896-1900 

...  200 

154 

1901-1905 

...  170 

134 

1881-1885 

...  '2.1 

4.4 

1896-1S00 

...  6.3 

4.9 

1901-1905 

...  4.0 

3.3 

Deaths  per  million 


This  fuller  examination  of  the  statistics  deserves  emphasis,  j 
as  we  indicated  some  degree  of  disappointment  last  week  j 
when  the  past  quinquennium  was  compared  with  the  1900 
figures.    We  must  again,  however,  call  the  attention  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  to  the  fatalities  from  oxalic  acid.  | 
Up  to  1890  that  domestic  poison  ran  neck-and-neck  with  j 
non-scheduled  hydrochloric  acid  in  the  trail  of  the  dead — 
something  under  twenty  a  year  each.    By  1895  oxalic  acid 
reached  a  total  of  forty-nine  fatalities,  and  the  same  figure 
was  reached  by  hydrochloric  acid  in  1897,  which  kept  ahead 
•of  oxalic  acid  until  1901,  when,  and  ever  since,  oxalic  acid 
has  increased,  until  in  1904  the  record  total  of  123  deaths  was 
reached.    In  common  fairness  we  must  insist  on  this  matter 
being  looked  into  thoroughly.    The  provisions  of  the  Act 
are  shown  to  be  efficient  in  regard  to  every  other  scheduled 
poison,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
as  the  administrators  of  the  law,  to  make  early  and  full  use 
of  their  resources  provided  by  the  Act  to  inculcate  greater 
caution  on  the  part  of  qualified  retailers  and  to  warn  the 
unqualified. 

De-registered  Dentists. 

Mr.  Justice  Warrington's  recent  expression  of  opinion  j 
in  regard  to  advertising  by  dentists  has,  we  understand, 
given  rise  to  proceedings  by  several  de-registered  dentists 
against  the  General  Medical  Council.  The  proceedings 
take  the  form  of  applications  to  the  High  Courts  in  Dublin 
and  London  for  mandamuses  to  compel  the  General  Medical 
Council  to  restore  the  names  of  the  applicants  to  the  Den- 
tists' Register.  Should  these  proceedings  fail,  and,  in  view 
of  previous  decisions  on  similar  applications,  this  is  not  an 
unlikely  event,  it  is  probable  that  the  cases  of  the  persons 
interested  will  be  reopened  by  actions  for  damages  against 
the  British  Dental  Association  and  the  General  Medical 
Council. 

"Known,  Admitted,  and  Approved." 

Inland  Revenue  officers  have  recently  been  notified  from 
Somerset  House  to  "look  up"  the  Medicine  Stamp  Acts, 
and  as  a  result  local  officers  are  now  making  occasional 
purchases  of  remedies  and  reporting  them  to  Somerset 
House.  It  is  well  that  our  readers  should  know  this,  and 
have  a  look  round  to  see  that  dutiable  articles  exposed  for 
sale  are  stamped  ;  also  articles  coming  under  the  exemp- 
tion as  to  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies  bear 
disclosures  as  to  the  source  of  the  formulas  or  adequate 
indications  of  the  ingredients.  For  the  terms  of  disclosure 
see  our  Diary,  page  259,  par.  24,  and  page  261,  par.  44.  We 
would  be  glad  to  hear  from  our  readers  of  any  cases  in  which 


the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  has  claimed  stamp-duty  on 
known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedies  in  respect  to  which 
the  vendor  has  made  a  disclosure  which  he  has  considered 
to  be  adequate. 

The  Japanese  Pharmacopoeia. 


Mm 

l&flff 


ma 

PS 


tm 


km 
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One  of  our  correspondents  in  Japan,  following  up  a  re- 
quest from  us,  wrote  to  the  Government  Medical  Depart- 
ment early  in  December  1906  asking  if  the  new  Japanese 
Pharmacopoeia  would  be  obtainable  in  any  other  language 
than  Japanese,  and  received  the  above  reply  from  Mr. 
Kuboto  Masataro,  Director  of  the  Sanitary  Department 
of  the  Home  Office.  We  append  a  translation  of  the  docu- 
ment by  a  Japanese  pharmacist,  who  writes  much  better 
English  than  the  Japanese  of  any  English  pharmacist  we 
know  of : 

In  reply  to  your  asking  whether  there  is  a  translation  into 
foreign  language  or  not,  and  as  to  other  matters  on  the  date 
of  12th  inst.,  I  beg  to  say  that  there  is  not  some  intention  to 
be  translate  by  the  Government  yet;  but  some  one  which 
has  been  translated  into  English  by  the  Nippon  Chemical 
Science  Association  of  Shimo  Miyabi  Machi  Ushigome  in 
the  city  of  Tokio  will  be  issued  on  the  about  February  next 
year  and  also  the  parts  which  revised,  corrected,  and  addi- 
tioned,  in  comparing  with  some  one  of  1891  which  issued 
by  Nippon  Chemical  Office  on  the  July  this  year,  are  men- 
tioned in  the  introduction  on  that  book :  and  you  may  ask 
to  the  Yokohama  Sanitary  Office  in  the  particulars  as  we 
introduce  you  to  that  office. 

Dated  20th  December  39th  year  of  Meiji  (1906). 

Australia  and  Proprietaries. 

Recent  letters  received  from  our  Melbourne  office  indi- 
cate some  surprise  at  the  excitement  which  prevailed  here 
towards  the  end  of  last  year  regarding  the  incidence  of  the 
Commerce  Act  and  the  Victorian  Pure  Food  Act.  It  appears 
that  surprise  has  particularly  been  expressed  in  regard  to 
the  objections  raised  to  the  disclosure  of  formula?  of  secret 
preparations,  as  the  Commerce  Act  expressly  states  that 
secrets  will  not  be  infringed.  It  may  be  remembered  that 
the  resolution  which  the  Commonwealth  House  of  Represen- 
tatives came  to  on  August  2,  1906,  was  partly  responsible  for 
this,  and  other  messages  received  here  lent  colour  to  the 
view  that  the  composition  of  proprietary  articles  would  in 
some  manner  have  to  be  revealed  on  importation  into  Aus- 
tralia. The  editor  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
Australasia  "  interviewed  Dr.  Wollaston,  the  Controller  of 
the  Australian  Customs,  on  this  point,  and  he  was  assured 
that  the  resolution  referred  to  could  not  possibly  override 
the  section  of  the  Act  protecting  trade  secrets.  "At  any 
rate,"  Dr.  Wollaston  added,  "we  have  not  done  anything 
of  the  kind  so  far,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  do  it."  The 
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resolution  of  last  August  has  had  no  further  result  than  the 
regulation  in  respect  to  medicines  containing  alcohol  and 
narcotics,  mentioned  by  Sir  William  Lyne  shortly  there- 
after, and  we  are  informed  that  makers  of  proprietaries  in 
Australia  have  not  yet  been  heard.  We  gather  that  when 
they  feel  that  their  interests  are  really  threatened  they  will 
speak  out.  As  they  have  to  conform  to  the  same  regulations 
as  are  imposed  on  imported  goods,  their  attitude  should  be 
assuring  to  home  manufacturers. 


Westminster  TMisbom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 


The  Poisons  and  the  Pharmacy  Bills. 
Events  have  been  moving  rapidly  at  Westminster  both  in 
regard  to  the  Government's  Poisons  Bill  and  the  Pharmacy 
Bill.  Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  has  given  formal  notice,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  of  his  intention  to  re-introduce 
the  former  measure.  The  exact  form  which  the  new  Bill 
will  take  and  the  extent,  if  any,  to  which  it  will  differ 
from  the  measure  which  Lord  Crewe  introduced  in  the 
Lords  last  Session  is  at  present  an  official  secret.  The 
measure  is  formally  described  as  a  "  Bill  to  regulate  the  sale 
of  certain  poisonous  substances  and  to  amend  the  Pharmacy 
Acts."  Announcement  of  the  Government's  intention  to 
introduce  the  Bill  was  conveyed  through  the  medium  of 
the  Parliamentary  papers  on  Saturday.  Members  interested 
in  the  subject  express  the  belief  that  the  Government 
intends  to  make  the  Bill  as  simple  and  uncontroversial  as 
possible  in  the  first  instance,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  passing 
of  its  second-reading  stage  through  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  House,  it  is  thought,  will  be  invited  to  leave  questions 
of  curriculum  and  of  the  extension  of  the  Bill  to  Ireland 
to  be  threshed  out  in  Committee.  The  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  get  the  Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  The 
Committee  will  consist,  in  the  main,  of  impartial  business 
members  with  two  expert  members  representing  chemists 
and  die  agricultural-poison  sellers  respectively.  As  the 
representatives  of  the  chemists  the  names  of  Mr.  Winfrey 
and  Mr.  Idris  find  most  favour  in  the  Lobby,  while  Mr. 
Alexander  Cross  will,  it  is  expected,  be  asked  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  sellers  of  agricultural  poisons.  No  date 
has  yet  been  fixed  for  the  introduction  of  the  Bill,  but 
Mr.  Herbert  Samuel  is  expected  to  move  the  first  reading 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Winfrey 
has  re-introduced  his  Pharmacy  Bill.  Whether  it  will  be 
possible  to  get  this  referred  also  to  the  Select  Committee 
it  is  impossible  to  say  at  present.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  not  be  opposed  to  Parliamentary  practice,  and  would 
have  much  to  commend  it.  Mr.  Winfrey,  however,  is  handi- 
capped by  the  fact  that  he  and  his  friends  met  with  no 
success  in  the  ballot  for  places  for  private  members'  Bills. 
He  will  experience,  therefore,  the  same  difficulty  that  he 
encountered  last  year  in  obtaining  a  hearing  for  the  Bill. 
The  Bill  was  introduced  and  read  a  first  time  on  Tuesday', 
and  the  second  reading  has  been  put  down  for  Wednesday, 
March  6.  This,  however,  is  a  day  earmarked  for  Govern- 
ment business,  and  the  date  must  be  regarded  as  little 
more  than  provisional.  The  measure  is  described  officially 
as  a  "Bill  to  provide  for  the  farther  regulation  of  the 
sale  of  poisons  and  the  compounding  of  medical  prescrip- 
tions and  to  amend  the  Pharmacy  Acts,  1852  and  1868  " 
Presented  by  Mr.  Winfrey,  it  is  supported  by  Mr.  Idris 
Mr.  F.  E.  Smith,  Mr.  Henniker-Heaton.  Mr.  Gibb  Mr 
Remnant,  Mr.  Ellis  Griffiths,  Mr.  Crooks,  Mr  Cowan 
Mr.  Gulland,  and  Mr.  O'Malley. 

The  Sugar-tax. 
A  deputation  from  the  various  confectioners'  associations, 
with  Mr.  Stanley  Machin,  Deputy- Chairman  of  the  Council 
of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  as  principal  spokes- 
man, waited  on  Mr.  Asquith  at  the  House  of  Commons  on 
February  15.  Mr.  Machin  explained  that  since  the  imposi- 
tion of  the  duty  in  1901  the  total  number  of  trade-failures 
in  five  years  had  increased  from  556  to  918.  Other  gentle- 
men, including  a  representative  of  the  C.W.S.,  having 
spoken,  Mr.  Asquith  replied  that  all  politicians  would  like 


to  get  rid  of  the  duty  if  they  could,  and  that  he  was 
thoroughly  alive  to  the  various  points  of  the  matter,  lie 
could  give  no  assurance,  direct  or  indirect,  or  even  hint  as 
to  Budget-provisions,  but  promised  careful  consideration  of 
the  matter. — A  similar  deputation  from  aerated-water  manu- 
facturers is  to  be  received  by  Mr.  Asquith  in  a  day  or  two. 

Medicines  for  Russia. 
Mr.  Goddard  Clarke,  who  last  Session  interested  him- 
self in  regard  to  the  regulations  applicable  to  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  medicinal  preparations  into  Russia,  has  now- 
been  informed  that  the  Foreign  Office  has  instructed  the 
British  Embassy  in  St.  Petersburg  to  lodge  a  petition 
with  the  British  Government  protesting  against  the  exist- 
ing regulations  as  being  excessively  stringent. 

Shops  Bill. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  introduced  on  February  21  a  second  Bill 
"to  amend  the  law  relative  to  shops,"  which  replaces  one 
introduced  last  week  and  since  withdrawn.  Sir  Charles 
was  also  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  call  attention  to  the 
failure  of  the  Shop-hours  Act,  and  to  move  that  more  drastic 
legislation  with  regard  to  the  closing  of  shops  and  the  hours 
of  shop-assistants  is  required. 

Foreign-made  X-ray  Tubes. 
Mr  Gallaway  Weir  proposes  next  Tuesday  to  ask  Mr. 
Haldane  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  Army  Medical  De- 
partment and  the  entire  medical  profession  of  the  United 
Kingdom  are  mainly  dependent  on  foreign  manufacturers 
for  the  supply  of  tubes  for  x-ray  examinations.  He  will  ask, 
further,  what  steps  it  is  proposed  to  take  so  that  this 
country  may  not  be  dependent  on  foreign  countries  for  a 
supply  in  the  event  of  war  with  a  Continental  Power. 

Spotted  Fever. 
Replying  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Lupton  on  Wednesday, 
Mr.  John  Bums  stated  that  there  is  a  practical  method  of 
ascertaining  the  presence  of  the  organisms  of  ceiebro-spmal 
meningitis  in  vaccine-lymph,  and  that  m  the  periodic  bac- 
teriological examination  which  is  made  of  large  batches  of 
calf-lymph  this  organism,  if  present  and  alive,  would  be 
detected.  The  process  adopted  in  the  eliminating  of 
extraneous  micro-organism  from  the  lymph,  Mr.  Burns 
pointed  out,  would  undoubtedly  destroy  the  organism  m 
question. 

Mr.  Lupton  has  two  further  vaccine-lymph  questions  on 
the  paper. 

The  Apothecaries  Bill. 
The  Bill  promoted  by  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  of 
London  has  been  read  a  first  time  in  the  House  of  Lords 
and  referred  to  the  examiners  of  Private  Bills  prior  to  the 
second-reading  stage. 

Indian  Opium. 
Mr.  Hobhouse's  first  duty  in  the  House  of  Commons  as 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  India  was  to  reply  on  Wed- 
nesday to  two  questions  of  Sir  Henry  Cotton's  in  regard  to 
the  duty  on  and  output  of  Malwa  and  Bengal  opium.  There 
was  nothing  of  trade  interest  in  his  replies,  except  that  he 
intimated  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  sent  instructions 
to  India  to  reduce  in  the  coming  year  the  area  upon  which 
opium  may  be  cultivated. 

Merchandise-marks  Bill. 
This  Bill  was  introduced  on  February  15  by  Sir  Howard 
Vincent,  and  is  to  modify  the  sixteenth  section  of  the 
Merchandise-marks  Act,  1887,  which  provides  that  imported 
goods  bearing  English  trade-marks  or  English  words  tending 
to  show  that  they  are  made  in  England  have  to  bear  a  definite 
indication  of  the  country  of  origin — e.g.,  "  Made  in  Ger- 
many." This  the  Select  Committee  of  1897  reported  gave 
a  gratuitous  advertisement  to  trade  competitors,  and  had 
done  much  harm.  It  is  sought  to  replace  it  by  the  mere 
general  indication  of  "  Foreign"  or  "  Imported." 


Saccharin-smuggling.— In  the  King's  Bench  Division  of 
the  High  Court  on  February  21,  Mr.  Justice  Jelf  and  a  special 
jury  tried  the  action  of  the  Attorney-General  v.  Lewis  Aarons. 
Isaac  Spilsberg.  and  Morris  Sajoin,  which  was  brought  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown  to  recover  damages  for  smuggling 
saccharin.    The  case  was  adjourned. 
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NORTH  BRITISH  BRANCH. 

THE  fourth  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  36  York 
Place,  Edinburgh,  on  February  20.  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  was 
in  the  chair.    The  paper  before  the  meeting  was  entitled 

Assay  of  Pepsin  by  the  Biuret  Reaction, 
by  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Dick- 
son, F.C.S.  Mr.  Cowie  read  the  paper,  and  referred  to  a 
previous  paper  (C.  &  D.,  February  24,  1906,  p.  297)  dealing 
with  the  applicability  of  the  biuret  reaction  in  determining 
the  relative  peptonising  powers  of  pepsins  in  terms  of  a 
standard  solution  of  potassium  permanganate.  It  re- 
mained, however,  to  standardise  the  permanganate  solu- 
tion against  a  known  amount  of  real  peptone.  For  that 
purpose  they  had  to  determine  the  amounts  of  peptone  in  a 
series  of  digestions.  They  first  attempted  to  do  that  by 
precipitating  the  peptone  with  bromine-water  after 
syntonin  albumoses,  etc.,  had  been  removed  by  saturating 
the  solution  with  zinc  sulphate.  In  a  series  of  digestions  of 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  hours  respectively,  the  amount  of 
precipitated  peptone  determined  by  the  Kjeldahl  process 
did  not  give  results  rising  regularly  with  increase  of  time 
as  was  expected,  and  as  was  shown  by  the  regular  increase 
in  colour  by  the  biuret  method.  This  apparent  discrepancy 
led  them  to  examine  closely  the  details  of  the  bromine 
separation  when  it  was  found  that  precipitation  was 
incomplete  ;  in  fact,  the  greater  part  of  the  peptone  was 
found  to  remain  in  the  filtration  (vide  Allen,  "  Com. 
Analysis,"  vol.  iv.,  p.  352).  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
completely  precipitating  all  the  peptone  by  bromine  or 
other  reagent,  the  unpeptonised  albumen  was  collected, 
precipitating  by  saturating  the  solution  with  zinc  sulphate, 
and  the  nitrogen-content  determined  by  the  Kjeldahl 
process,  thus  reducing  the  amount  of  peptone  in  the  diges- 
tion. Before  doing  this  examination  was  made  of  the 
albumen  to  find  out  the  percentage  of  actual  albumen  which 
it  contained.  This  was  determined  as  moisture  11.53  per 
cent.,  ash  4.74  per  cent.,  and  nitrogen-content  13.46  per 
cent.  Nitrogen  calculated  on  moisture  and  ash  free 
albumen  is  equal  to  14.88  per  cent.  ;  therefore,  to  find  the 
amount  of  actual  albumen — moisture  and  ash  free — 
muHiply  the  percentage  of  nitrogen  by  j^0^  =  6.72. 
By  using  this  factor  any  percentage  of  nitrogen  can  be  cal- 
culated into  its  equivalent  of  actual  albumen.  In  all  the 
digestions  1  gram  of  dry  albumen  was  used,  corresponding 
to  0.946  gram  of  actual  albumen,  and  the  percentage  of 
nitrogen  in  the  unpeptonised  portion  was  determined  by 
the  Kjeldahl  process.  The  percentage  of  nitrogen  obtained 
was  multiplied  by  the  factor  6.72;  the  product  was  the 
amount  of  unpeptonised  albumen  (actual).  The  difference 
between  that  and  the  amount  of  actual  albumen  used  was 
the  amount  of  actual  albumen  peptonised.  A  series  of 
digestions  standardised  by  this  process  were  used  for 
determining  the  value  of  each  c.c.  of  the  potassium-per- 
manganate solution  employed  as  the  standard  solution  in 
the  biuret  method.  Ten  c.c.  of  each  digestion  was  taken, 
saturated  with  zinc  sulphate,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the 
biuret-process  carried  out.  The  average  factor  or  amount 
of  peptone  equivalent  to  each  c.c.  of  permanganate  solution 
obtained  was  0.25. 

The  details  of  the  process  for  assaying  pepsin  by  this 
method  are  as  follows  : 

An  amount  of  scale  albumen  equal  to  1  gram  of  actual 
or  dried  albumen  is  placed  in  a  glass  mortar,  triturated  and 
washed  into  a  100-c.c.  flask  with  20  c.c.  of  water  at  40°  C. 
The  a'bumen  is  coagulated  by  heating  on  the  water-bath 
for  fifteen  minutes.  It  is  now  cooled  to  40°  C.  and 
0.25  gram  pepsin  added,  which  is  washed  into  the  flask 
with  50  c.c.  of  N/10  hydrochloric  acid.  The  whole  is 
vigorously  shaken,  placed  in  water,  kept  in  a  digesting-pan 
at  40°  C.  for  four  hours,  the  flask  being  shaken  every  half- 
hour.  At  the  end  of  that  time  the  flask  is  immersed  in 
boiling  water  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  prevent  further 
action  of  the  enzyme,  the  contents  are  then  cooled  to 
15°  C.  and  made  up  to  100  c.c.  with  water,  10  c.c.  of  the 
mixed  liquid  is  placed  in  a  test-tube,  14  grams  of  zinc 
sulphate  and  0.2  c.c.  H2SO.  (1 : 4)  added.  The  whole  is 
then  heated  to  boiling,  cooled  quickly  with  centrifugal 


action,  and  filtered  through  a  dry  filter  (double  Swedish) 
into  a  dry  test-tube.  Five  c.c.  of  the  filtrate  is  placed  in  a 
100-c.c.  Nesslerising  tube,  mixed  with  15  c.c.  of  water,  1  c.c. 
of  0.5-per-cent.  solution  of  copper  sulphate,  and  made  up  to 
80  c.c.  with  30-per-cent.  sodium-hydroxide  solution.  Any 
slight  precipitate  may  be  filtered  off  through  glass  wool, 
or  the  precipitate  may  be  allowed  to  settle  and  an  aliquot 
part  of  the  clear  liquid  pipetted  off  and  Nesslerised. 
Seventy-five  c.c.  of  distilled  water  is  placed  in  a  similar 
tube,  and  the  standard  permanganate  solution  (0.04  gram 
per  litre)  is  run  in  from  a  burette  until  the  depth  of  colour 
is  the  same  in  each,  the  tubes  being  viewed  longitudinally 
over  a  mirror  as  in  Nesslerising.  A  blank  experiment  is 
carried  out  in  exactly  the  same  manner,  except  that  the 
albumen  is  not  added.  The  results  are  calculated  as 
follows : 

C.c.  of  standard  solution  required,  minus  blank  in  c.c, 
multiplied  by  0.25  multiplied  by  100  =  percentage  of  pep- 
tone from  albumen  used. 

The  advantages  claimed  for  this  method  are  : 

1.  It  is  a  measure  of  the  actual  peptonising  power,  as 
distinct  from  the  solvent  action,  of  a  pepsin. 

2.  It  yields  results  sufficiently  near  those  obtained  by 
standard  methods  to  give  a  very  good  idea  of  the  power  of 
a  pepsin. 

3.  It  can  be  carried  out  in  a  comparatively  short  time 
(six  samples  can  be  put  on  and  completed  in  eight  hours). 

4.  No  special  apparatus  is  required. 

Another  colour-reaction  which  has  been  suggested  as 
suitable  for  quantitatively  determining  peptone  is  the 
"Xanthoproteic  reaction"  (vide  Allen,  "Org.  Analysis," 
vol.  iv.,  p.  11).  In  this  test  a  fine  yelow  colour  is 
obtained  by  boiling  the  proteid  solution  with  nitric  acid 
and  then  adding  excess  of  ammonia  ;  but  it  was  found  prac- 
tically impossible  to  measure  the  differences  between  the 
depths  of  colour  with  any  standard  yellow  solution. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  Dickson  read  the  paper,  and  it  provoked  a  good 
discussion. 

Mr.  Nesbit  said  it  was  impossible  to  discuss  a  paper 
which  involved  so  much  trouble  and  the  making  of  so  many 
experiments  as  this  had  done. 

Mr.  Boa  said  that  people  who  undertook  a  research  of  this 
kind  could  not  always  get  such  a  satisfactory  result  as  the 
authors  seemed  to  have  done.  Very  often  after  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  they  got  to  the  point  when  they  could  say  they 
had  come  to  something  definite,  but  they  found  that  a  little 
matter  had  been  overlooked  which  upset  the  whole  arrange- 
ments, and  the  labour  wrent  for  nothing.  In  this  case  it 
seemed  to  him  that  Mr.  Cowie  and  Mr.  Dickson  had  really 
brought  their  work  to  a  successful  conclusion.  He  said  that 
with  considerable  satisfaction,  because,  if  he  remembered 
rightly,  when  they  read  their  previous  paper,  he  did  not 
quite  assent  to  some  of  their  statements,  and  questioned 
whether  they  were  likely  to  get  any  satisfactory  result  on 
the  lines  on  which  they  were  working.  A  result  such  as 
they  had  obtained  is  really  likely  to  be  of  service,  because 
so  far  they  have  not  had  any  method  for  determining  the 
actual  peptonising  power  of  pepsin,  but  only  been  able 
to  say  pepsin  would  dissolve  or  peptonise  a  certain  amount 
of  albuminous  matter  without  being  really  able  to  say  what 
the  amount  of  peptone  formed  actually  was.  The  authors 
had  shown  that  the  present  methods  are  unsatisfactory  in 
this  respect,  that  a  considerable  proportion  of  peptone  is  not 
estimated.  In  cases  where  pepsin  is  a  matter  of  some 
consequence  there  is  no  doubt  their  method  will  be  of  great 
service. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  said  Dr.  Coull  had  written  regretting  his 
inability  to  be  present.  The  only  point  he  felt  inclined  to 
criticise  in  the  paper  was  the  use  of  the  word  "  mil  "  in- 
stead of  the  letters  "c.c,"  which  the  authors  used  in  their 
previous  paper  and  which  was  quite  good  enough  for  the 
ordinary  scientific  man.  He  entirely  deprecated  the  intro- 
duction of  new  terms  unless  some  good  or  useful  purpose 
was  to  be  served  thereby.  They  might  call  it  pharmaceu- 
tical faddism,  but  in  any  case  it  was  supererogatory.  Mr. 
Hill  then  spoke  of  the  large  amount  of  work  which  the 
results  given  must  have  involved,  and  said  he  had  been 
very  much  struck  by  the  apparent  very  definite  result  of  the 
method  of  assaying  which  had  been  evolved  from  this  re- 
search. He  agreed  with  Mr.  Boa  that  their  present  means 
of  assaying  pepsin  is  more  or  less  vague,  and  not  at  all  satis- 
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factory  unless  in  the  hands  of  one  who  has  had  considerable 
experience  of  pepsin.  Anyone  taking  the  pharmacopceial 
process  is  very  uneasy  as  to  whether  he  has  got  a  result  at 
all.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  authors  have  come  across 
anything  in  connection  with  the  statements  one  constantly 
hears  that  there  are  many  pepsins  in  the  market  going  a 
Jong  way  beyond  the  requirements  of  the  Pharmacopoeia — 
that  one  part  of  pepsin  should  dissolve  six  thousand  parts 
of  albumen,  whereas  the  Pharmacopoeia  required  2,500 ;  if 
it  was  so  this  method  seemed  to  be  much  better  for  really 
differentiating  between  pepsins  and  finding  out  their  real 
peptonising  power.  The  mere  solvent  power  of  a  pepsin 
might  only  indicate  its  ability  to  form  albumoses,  whereas 
it  is  generally  accepted  that  its  therapeutic  value  is  pro- 
portional to  its  power  to  form  peptone.  Allusion  had  been 
made  to  Allan's  process,  in  which  an  attempt  was  made  to 
fix  definitely  the  amount  of  peptone  formed  by  the  bromine 
precipitations,  and  one  interesting  point  in  the  paper  was 
that  it  evidently  condemned  the  bromine  precipitation 
method,  because  it  was  discovered  that  precipitation  was 
incomplete,  and  the  result  therefore  quite  unreliable.  He 
was  very  much  struck  by  the  apparent  incompleteness  of 
the  precipitation.  Looking  at  the  results  of  this  paper,  one  is 
inclined  to  wonder  what  to  make  of  the  results  given  by 
more  than  one  investigator  who  had  used  Allan's  method. 
He  did  not  remember  the  name  of  the  American  chemist 
who  tried  to  introduce  some  such  process  into  the  United 
States  Pharmacopoeia.  He  gave  a  series  of  results  of 
examining  various  pepsins  by  that  method,  but  made 
no  allusion  to  the  faulty  precipitation.  He  (Mr.  Hill) 
imagined  the  results  must  be  looked  upon  as  quite  un- 
reliable. In  respect  to  the  results  in  this  communication, 
it  is  quite  evident  that  the  process  could  be  applied  to  quite 
a  series  of  samples  of  pepsin  simultaneously,  the  only  ele- 
ment in  it  that  might  slightly  stagger  the  ordinary 
pharmacist  was  the  adoption  of  the  Kjeldahl  method  of 
estimating  nitrogen ;  there  was  a  general  impression  among 
ordinary  pharmacists  that  it  was  a  difficult  process  to  use, 
and  if  that  impression  were  got  over  the  process  could  be 
readily  adopted  by  the  ordinary  pharmacist. 

The  Chairman  doubted  whether  the  B.P.  process  is  not 
better  for  ordinary  purposes.  It  is  perfectly  well  known 
that  it  only  gave  the  solvent  power  of  a  pepsin,  but  that  is 
not  the  whole  process  of  digestion,  and  the  question  is 
whether  it  is  not  a  test  of  sufficient  accuracy  from  a  thera- 
peutical point  of  view,  although,  even  from  that  point  of 
view,  the  pharmacopceial  process  might  be  improved.  The 
general  feeling  about  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  committee  of 
reference  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  that  pharmacopceial  tests 
should  be  as  far  as  possible  simple  and  not  involve  any 
elaborate  process.  He  endorsed  Dr.  Coull's  view  as  to  the 
use  of  the  word  "mil." 

Mr.  Dickson  acknowledged,  in  his  reply,  the  remarks  as 
to  the  character  of  the  paper.  Ordinary  pharmacists  are 
apt  to  praise  the  B.P.  method  on  account  of  its  simplicity 
and  because  it  spared  trouble.  The  authors  had  started 
with  that  process,  and  found  it  so  eminently  indefinite  and 
unsatisfactory  that  they  tried  to  find  something  more  defi- 
nite and  reasonably  easy  to  carry  out.  Allan's  process  is 
%oo  elaborate  for  general  adoption.  He  pointed  out  that 
with  regard  to  precipitation  Allan  had  a  saving  clause,  but 
he  got  more  nitrogen  from  the  bromine  precipitation  than 
they  did.  The  authors  had  done  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  in  examining  glycerin  and  wines,  but  their  results 
were  not  yet  ready  for  publication. 

Mr.  Cowie  added  some  remarks,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  pointed  out  that  none  of  the  processes — British, 
American,  German,  or  French — entirely  agreed,  and  it 
would  be  well  if  they  could  be  made  uniform.  Most  of  the 
pepsin  in  this  country  comes  from  America,  and  it  is  de- 
sirable that  the  British  and  U.S.  Pharmacopoeias  should  be 
the  same.  He  suggested  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
pepsin  in  the  B.P.  process  owing  to  the  difficulty  *  and 
delicacy  in  weighing  five  milligrammes. 

In  answer  to  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Cowie  said  the  American 
Pharmacopoeia  is  nearer  definiteness  than  the  British,  and 
therefore  preferable,  but  a  compromise  between  the  two 
Would  be  better  still.     Thev  used  scaled  albumen  Wanse 

there  is  great  variation  in  the  actual  amount  of  real  albumen 
in  hard-boiled  white  of  egg.  More  definiteness  in  this  re- 
spect is  required  in  the  official  test.    The  reason  why  thev 


used  the  word  "mil"  this  time  was  because  "  c.c."  had 
been  changed  to  "  mil  "  in  their  previous  paper.  [We  had 
already  used  "c.c."  in  our  abstract  before  this  report  came 
to  hand. — Editor.] 

Meeting  of  Association  Delegates. 

The  following  is  the  proposed  agenda  for  the  meeting  of 
chemists'  association  representatives,  convened  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council,  to  be  held  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
W.C.,  on  February  27  : 

To  consider  the  following  proposals  : 

I.  That  with  a  view  to  bring  the  local  associations  into 
close  and  constant  union  with  the  Society,  the  Committee  on 
Organisation  convene,  once  in  every  year  at  convenient  times 
meetings  of  delegates  from  local  associations  in  England  and 
Wales. 

II.  That  the  centies  for  such  meetings  bo  London  Man- 
chester, Leeds.  Nottingham,  Birmingham,  Bristol,  Preston, 
Chester,  Cardiff,  and  Sunderland,  or  such  other  places  as  may 
be  found  more  suitable. 

III.  That  each  association  be  attached  to  its  nearest  or  most 
appropriate  centre  and  be  invited  to  send  one  delegate  to  the 
meeting-  convened  at  that  particular  centre. 

IV.  That  the  railway  travelling  expenses  (third  class)  of 
each  duly  accredited  delegate  attending  the  meeting  to  which 
he  has  been  delegated  be  defrayed  by  the  Society  and  charged 
to  the  organisation  account. 

V.  That  at  each  meeting  of  delegates  there  shall  be  present 
the  President  or  Vice-President  and  at  least  one  other  member 
of  the  Council,  together  with  such  members  of  the  Society's 
staff  as  may  be  requisitej  and  the  President  shall  preside  or 
in  his  absence  the  Vice-President. 

VI.  Unless  the  Committee  on  Organisation  shall  for  special 
reasons  determine  otherwise,  the  meetings  hereinbefore  re- 
ferred to  shall  not  be  open  to  the  Press ;  but  the  Secretary 
of  the  Society,  or  other  person  instructed  by  the  Committee 
so  to  do,  shall  keep  a  record  of  each  meeting  in  a  book 
specially  set  apart  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  submit  the  same 
to  the  next  ensuing  meeting  of  the  Committee. 

VII.  That  the  divisional  officers  of  the  divisions  covered  by 
the  Associations  be  summoned  to  attend  the  meetings  relating 
to  their  particular  district,  and  that  they  be  allowed  third- 
class  railway  fare  to  and  from  their  place  of  business  and  the 
place  of  meeting.^  Divisional  officers  should  not  allow  them- 
selves to  be  appointed  as  delegates,  inasmuch  as  they  will  bo 
officially  summoned  to  attend  in  their  capacity  of  local  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Society. 


festivities. 


B.  W.  &  Co.'s  Concert  and  Whist-drive. 

The  second  social  evening  organised  this  winter  by  members 
of  the  London  and  Dartford  staffs  of  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Yvellcome  &  Co.  was  held  at  Slater's  Restaurant,  Newgate 
Street,  E.C.,  on  Friday,  February  15.  There  were  whist 
and  an  excellent  musical  programme,  and  a  thoroughly 
enjoyable  gathering  was  brought  tc  a  close  by  the  presenta- 
tion i  f  prizes  to  the  competitors  in  the  whist-drive  by 
Mrs.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett,  wife  of  the  works-manager. 

A  Newman  Street  Social. 

The  second  social  of  the  half-session  of  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  was  enjoyed  at  73  Newman  Street, 
London,  W.,  on  February  14,  by  a  good  attendance  of 
members  and  their  friends.  Mr.  Clark,  the  President, 
occupied  the  chair,  and  Messrs.  Crossley-Holland,  Everson, 
A.  Latreille.  Lewis,  R.  E.  Lownbrough  (the  C.A.A.  reciter), 
Northey,  Thompson,  Smith,  Underwood,  and  Webb  con- 
tributed to  the  musical  and  other  pleasures  of  those 
present.  The  audience  contributed  17s.  6d.  to  phar- 
maceutical benevolence.  It  should  be  noted  that  next 
week's  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  February  26,  at 
the  Cass  Institute,  Jewry  Street,  Aldgate,  so  that  Dr. 
Senter  may  give  his  lecture  and  experiments  on  catalysis 
in  his  own  lecture-hall. 

Whist-drives. 

In  place  of  the  annual  dinner  the  Dewsbury  Chemists' 
Association  had  a  whist-drive  at  the  Central  Liberal  Club, 
Dewsbury,  on  Tuesday  evening,  February  19.  Mr.  John 
Day  (President)  was  the  M.C.  About  forty  members  and 
their  friends  were  present.    The  ladies'  prize  was  won  by 
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Miss  Barstow  (Cleckheaton),  and  Mrs.  Brooke  carried  off 
the  "  booby "'  prize.  Mr.  Milner  (Mirfield)  won  the 
gentlemen's  prize,  and  Mr.  J.  Newsome  (President  of  the 
Dewsbury  Tradesmen's  Association)  secured  the  "  booby  " 
prize.  Supper  was  provided,  and  the  proceedings  alto- 
gether were  most  enjoyable. 

A  very  enjoyable  whist-drive,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Cardiff  Pharmaceutical  Association,  was  held  at  the  Art 
Gallery  in  Queen  Street,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
February  20.  The  arrangements  were  well  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  President  (Mr.  Mumford)  and 
Secretary  (Mr.  Reynolds),  and  the  contests  for  the  various 
prizes  offered  were  keenly  entered  into.  Close  upon  150 
persons  were  present. 

The  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  arranged  a  whist-drive  for  Feb- 
ruary 20  in  the  Palm  Court  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  Plymouth. 
The  President  (Mr.  S.  A.  Perkins)  and  Mrs.  Perkins 
received  the  guests,  and  the  forty  tables  were  divided  into 
groups,  to  each  of  which  stewards  were  appointed.  An 
efficient  band  provided  music,  and  two  intervals  gave 
opportunity  for  refreshment  and  conversation.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  prize-winners  :  Ladies'  first  prize,  Miss  M. 
Lamb;  second  prize,  Mrs.  R.  Green.  Gentlemen's  prizes, 
Mr.  Sydenham  and  Mr.  H.  Bishop.  Consolation  prizes 
were  won  by  Mrs.  A.  Knight  and  Mr.  E.  Hocking.  Much 
credit  for  the  arrangement  of  the  evening  is  due  to  Mr. 
Frank  Maitland,  who  acted  as  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  S.  A.  Perkins,  F.  Barge, 
A.  D.  Breeze,  F.  W.  Broom,  H.  H.  Cannon,  H.  D.  Davey, 
F.  A.  Goodwin,  H.  Noel  Hearder,  J.  E.  Knight,  C.  J.  Park, 
F.  A.  Spear,  J.  Davy  Turney,  and  C.  T.  Weary. 

The  members  of  the  North  Staffs  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion had  a  whist-drive  at  the  Grand  Hotel,  Hanley, 
on  February  14.  About  eighty  ladies  and  gentlemen  were 
present,  and  fourteen  tables  were  kept  going.  The 
stewards'  duties  were  efficiently  discharged  by  Mr.  T. 
Bentley  (Hon.  Secretary),  Mr.  J.  D.  Melling.  and  Mr. 
Burr  (Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.).  The  prizes 
were  won  as  follows  : — Ladies  :  1st  (a  manicure-set  in 
mother  of  pearl),  Miss  Lizzie  Insull ;  2nd  (fancy  cased  bottle 
of  perfume),  Miss  Ward.  Gentlemen  :  1st  (gold-mounted 
umbrella),  Mr.  S.  R.  Farmer,  of  Longton ;  2nd  (silver  match- 
box), Mr.  R.  Reeve;  gent's  booby  (a  drum;  "he  could 
beat  that,"  it  was  said),  Mr.  H.  Reeve;  lady's  consolation 
(celluloid  puff-box),  Mrs.  Wayte.  In  the  absence  of  the 
President  (Mr.  Averill,  Stafford),  Mr.  Edmund  Jones 
(Vice-President)  presented  the  prizes,  and  mentioned  the 
company's  indebtedness  to  Mr.  Blades  for  suggesting  such 
a  jolly  evening.  The  proceeds  of  the  drive  will  be  devoted 
to  some  benevolent  purpose. 

A  Blackie  Banquet. 

For  the  third  year  the  staff  and  employes  of  Mr.  Robert 
Blackie  at  the  Shen  Works,  Tower  Bridge  Road,  S.E.,  and 
in  Blackie's  Drug-stores,  dined  together  on  February  14,  at 
the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  London  Bridge.  Guests  to  the 
number  of  forty-two  were  present,  over  whom  Mr.  Blackie 
presided  with  his  usual  geniality,  supported  by  Mrs. 
Blackie.  Mr.  J.  King  took  the  vice-chairmanship,  and 
among  others  at  the  tables  were  Messrs.  Grant,  Raymond, 
Innis,  Barrett,  Hotchkiss,  Brook,  and  G.  A.  Tocher.  Mr. 
Blackie  recently  obtained  a  printing-press  for  the  purpose 
of  printing  chemists'  own  names  on  labels  for  packed 
goods,  and  the  first  use  to  which  he  put  it  was  to 
produce  the  evening's  menu  and  programme.  The  result 
was  generally  agreed  to  be  very  creditable  to  Mr.  Blackie's 
skill  as  a  compositor  and  printer.  After  the  loyal  toast 
from  the  chair,  Mr.  J.  King  put,  in  a  short  but  enthusiastic 
speech,  that  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  Blackie.  Mr.  Blackie, 
in  a  dryly  humorous  reply,  in  the  form  of  an  old-time 
sermon,  with  its  several  heads  and  subdivisions,  said  that 
they  had  had  a  very  successful  year's  business,  and  he 
thanked  all  for  their  kind,  active,  and  efficient  co-opera- 
tion, whether  in  securing  big  orders  or  in  assisting  some 
luckless  youth  out  of  the  vaseline-tub.  (Laughter.)  Mr. 
H.  H.  Jowett  funnily  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Ladies  and 
Guests,"  and  then  the  gathering  settled  down  to  an  evening's 
concert,  among  the  artists  being  Mrs.  J.  C.  Raymond,  Miss 
Hilda  Smith,  last  year's  favourite   (little  Miss  Adeline 


Martyn),  and  Messrs.  Lawrence,  Williams,  Waters,  Albert. 
Martyn,  and  Grant. 

Halifax  Diners. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Halifax  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  took  place  at  the  Old  Cock  Hotel  on  Thursday 
evening,  February  14,  Mr.  W.  E.  Smithies,  of  Elland 
(President),  in  the  chair.  He  was  supported  on  the  cross- 
table  by  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  S.  Thompson),  Mr. 
R,  C.  Walshaw  (of  Huddersfield),  Mr.  J.  Rhodes  (of  Mir- 
field), Mr.  F.  K.  Taylor  (of  Bradford),  Mr.  A.  N.  Kershaw 
(of  Keighley),  Mr.  Herbert  Brierley,  Mr.  J.  W.  Tiffany, 
and  Mr.  Percy  Swire  (Hon.  Secretary).  Among  other 
visitors  were  Messrs.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant  (Leeds).  F.  D. 
Crossley  (Manchester),  Williams  and  Jackson  (Sheffield), 
and  Thomas  Davies  (Liverpool).  After  dinner  there  was 
some  good  speaking  and  music.  Mr.  J.  W.  Tiffany  sub- 
mitted the  toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society," 
speaking  of  pharmacy  legislation  and  the  need  for  terri- 
torial representation  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  re- 
ferring in  the  latter  connection  to  Mr.  Walshaw  and  Mr. 
Pilkington  Sargeant  as  men  who  might  represent  Yorkshire. 
Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant,  in  responding,  said  with  regard 
to  legislation  they  had  done  too  much  in  the  way  of  asking 
instead  of  demanding.   They  had  been 

Dancing  Round  the  Skirts  of  Parliament 
long  enough,  and  if  they  went  on  long  enough  they  might, 
after  a  time,  get  the  inevitable  kick  and  go  howling  away. 
Instead  of  beseeching  they  ought  to  adopt  the  bolder  atti- 
tude of  demanding.  They  had  not  advanced  one  step  since 
1868,  but  were  still  at  the  doors  of  Parliament  asking  them 
to  let  them  be  in  the  position  they  were  given  by  the  1868 
compact.  There  was  nothing  whatever  in  the  two  pro- 
jected Bills  that  would  improve  their  status  one  iota. 
(Applause.)  In  Leeds — and  he  was  sure  it  was  the  same  in 
Halifax  also — the  businesses  which  harmed  chemists  most 
were  not  so  much  those  of  the  large  proprietors,  but  the 
smaller  ones,  owing  to  the  lax  way  in  which  the  Pharmacy 
Acts  were  administered,  because  in  Yorkshire  alcne  the 
pharmacy  laws  were  broken  every  day.  This  would  not  be 
the  case  if  the  duty  of  seeing  to  the  carrying  out  of  the 
law  was  not  left  to  voluntary  effort.  The  duty  should 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  or  the  local 
societies.  He  agreed  with  the  previous  speaker  that  the 
efforts  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  not  been  so  pro- 
ductive of  results  as  they  might  have  been  ;  but  this  was 
largely  the  fault  of  the  individual  chemists  themselves.  If 
they  could  be  got  to  take  a  more  interested  part  and  attend 
the  Association  meetings,  and  each  add  their  quota  in 
helping  on  the  work  they  all  had  at  heart — (hear,  hear) — 
they  would  then  see  more  useful  results.  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Walshaw  submitted  "The  Halifax  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation," which,  he  said,  is  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the 
very  oldest,  chemists'  association  in  the  West  Riding,  and 
it  had  done  a  lot  of  good  work  in  stimulating  good-fellow- 
ship among  the  members  of  the  trade.  He  suggested  that  the 
Association  should  broaden  out  and  become  affiliated  with 
other  local  trade  organisations  in  a  local  traders'  association. 

The  President  responded  in  an  appropriate  address,  in 
which  he  remarked  on  the  fact  that  he  was  in  at  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Association  in  1868,  and  added,  amid  cheers, 
"  I  am  here  still."  His  old  master,  the  late  Mr.  William 
Dyer,  was  the  first  President  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Clement  Fielding  then  proposed  the  toast  of  "  Kin- 
dred Local  Associations,"  to  which  Mr.  F.  K.  Taylor.  Mr. 
J.  Rhodes,  and  Mr.  A.  N.  Kershaw  replied.  Mr.  Gibson 
Dixon  submitted  "The  President"  in  a  charming  little 
speech,  to  which  the  latter  replied  in  one  of  the  best  speeches 
of  the  evening.  Mr.  F.  D.  Crossley  gave  "  The  Town  and 
Trade  of  Halifax,"  which  Mr.  W.  S.  Thompson  acknow- 
ledged. The  President's  arrangements  in  regard  to  music 
were  much  appreciated. 

West  Ham  Chemists'  Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  West  Ham  Chemists'  Association 
took  place  at  the  London  Tavern,  Fenchurch  Street,  London, 
E.C.,  on  February  14.  Mr.  Harold  Mitchell  (President) 
was  in  the  chair,  and  he  was  supported  by  Mr.  C.  F.  G. 
Masterman,  M.P.,  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  M.P.,  Mr.  Walter 
Hills  (Treasurer  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr.  R.  A. 
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Robinson  (ex-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr. 
T.  Tyrer  (President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Con- 
ference), Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  (Chairman  of  the  Chemi- 
cal Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce), 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Spratt  (Mayor  of  West  Ham). 
After  dinner  had  been  served  and  the  Royal  toast 
had  been  honoured,  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  pro- 
posed the  toast  of  "  The  Houses  of  Parliament,"  and 
said  that  now  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  trying  to 
get  a  deputation  arranged  to  wait  on  the  Prime  Minister  or 
Home  Secretary  to  induce  them  to  refer  the  subject  of 
pharmacy  legislation  to  a  Select  Committee.  Mr.  Master- 
man,  in  reply,  said  he  had  agreed  to  do  what  he  could  to 
forward  the  Pharmacy  Bill ;  but  the  ballot  taken  that  day 
had  not  resulted  in  securing  a  position.  What  chemists 
want  is  that  their  views  shall  be  submitted  to  an  impartial 
tribune,  but  in  his  opinion  to  refer  the  Pharmacy  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee  means  shelving  the  matter.  Chemists 
should  be  careful  in  considering  whether  that  is  the  best 
course  to  take.  It  seems  preferable  to  try  and  get  the 
Government  Bill  modified  according  to  the  views  of 
chemists  if  rapid  action  is  desired.  A  Select  Committee 
would  certainly  ensure  an  impartial  hearing,  but  he  was 
doubtful  whether  the  final  result  would  be  embodied  in 
action.  Mr.  Idris,  M.P.,  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Phar- 
maceutical Society,"  which,  he  said,  took  his  mind  back  to 
the  days  when  he  was  a  boy  in  Wales  and  the  name  of  the 
Society  was  awe-inspiring  to  him.  After  giving  recollec- 
tions of  Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  Thos.  Morson,  Michael 
Carteighe,  and  S.  R.  Atkins,  the  speaker  referred  to  phar- 
macy legislation.  The  case  for  the  chemist  is  unanswerable 
by  anyone  who  understands  it  ,  and  a  small  group  of  members 
in  the  House  of  Commons  is  anxious  that  an  early  oppor- 
tunity be  taken  of  testing  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  the 
subject.  In  the  meantime  chemists  should  do  all  they  can 
to  get  their  views  impressed  on  members  of  Parliament,  and 
get  their  members  to  promise  to  support  the  Bill  when  it 
comes  before  the  House.  Mr.  Walter  Hills  replied,  stating 
that  although  the  Society  was  never  in  a  stronger  position 
than  it  is  to-day,  the  effect  of  judge-made  law  has  been 
heart-breaking.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  by  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  given  the  position  of  one  of  the 
ancient  guilds,  but  without  the  funds  ;  and  he  thought  that 
on  the  whole  the  Society  had  done  its  duty  to  the  public. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  West  Ham 
Chemists'  Association,"  which,  he  said,  is  composed  of 
capable  pharmacists  and  shrewd  business  men.  The  Presi- 
dent, in  reply,  referred  to  the  failure  to  get  the  Shops  (Early- 
closing)  Act  put  into  force  in  West  Ham.  This  has  been 
caused  by  the  fact  that  the  voting-papers  were  sent  to 
herbalists  and  drug-stores,  as  well  as  chemists,  and  that  a 
wrong  view  has  been  taken  by  the  Corporation  as  to  what 
constitutes  a  two-thirds  majority. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  President  a  collection  was  then 
made  for  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  which  resulted  in  a  sum  of  61.  6s.  9d.  being  sub- 
scribed. The  final  toast  was  that  of  "  The  Visitors,"  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  W.  Potter  (Vice-President),  and  replied  to 
by  Alderman  L.  W.  Spratt  and  Mr.  Thomas  Tyrer.  Alder- 
man Spratt  took  the  opportunity  of  correcting  some  wrong 
impressions  of  West  Ham  which  have  been  given  by  ill- 
informed  journalists  in  the  daily  papers,  and  Mr.  Tyrer 
showed  that  he  sympathises  with  pharmacists,  who  are 
"a  badly  remunerated,  ill-appreciated,  long-suffering  body 
of  men." 

A  capital  musical  programme  was  gone  through  during 
the  intervals  of  the  speeches,  and  it  was  11.30  before  the 
company  finally  dispersed. 

Mixed  Dining. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  North-East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  on  February  14  at  Blackburn,  and 
for  the  first  time  ladies  were  invited,  this  innovation  being 
pronounced  a  great  success.  Mr.  T.  Critchley  (President) 
occupied  the  chair.  The  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  were 
duly  honoured,  after  which  Mr.  Jos.  Hindle  proposed  the 
health  of  the  Mayor  of  Darwen  (Alderman  Shorrock),  who 
was  unable  to  be  with  them  owing  to  the  pressure  of 
mayoral  duties. 

Mr.  Standing,  who  responded  on  behalf  of  his  Worship, 
said  that  in  the  matter  of  regularity  and  punctuality  of 


attendance  at  business  Alderman  Shorrock,  despite  his 
seventy  years,  p~ut  many  of  the  younger  chemists  to  shame. 
For  fifty  years  he  had  been  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
for  eighteen  years  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  fourteen 
years  Chairman  of  the  Tradesmen's  Association,  and  for 
sixty-seven  years  had  attended  Sunday-school  regularly. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  E.  Highton  (Divisional  Secretary)  submitted  the 
toast  of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  and  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  urged  the  necessity  of  making  all  Pharmacy 
Act  prosecutions  public. 

Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  in  responding,  observed  that  all 
chemists  wanted  was  more  effective  organisation.  They 
wanted  to  be  in  a  position  to  bring  a  weight  of  influence 
to  bear  on  the  Government  in  the  way,  for  example,  the 
Labour  Party  did.  That  a  body  of  professional  men  such 
as  pharmacists  should  have  tolerated  the  state  of  things 
that  had  existed  for  the  past  twenty-seven  years  is  almost 
incredible.  Two  years  ago  he  made  a  proposal  that  they 
should  have  an  organising  secretary  to  inter-link  and  co- 
ordinate what  organisations  they  have.  This  matter  was 
brought  up  again  two  months  ago,  and  it  was  relegated  to 
the  Organisation  Committee.  He  then  insisted  upon  the 
whole  subject  being  dealt  with,  but  at  the  January  meeting 
of  the  committee  he  again  proposed  an  organising  secretary 
without  success.  The  committee  have  initiated  a  series  of 
meetings  at  central  towns,  such  as  the  one  held  at  Preston  a 
few  months  ago,  but  he  desired  to  say  that  they  are  simply 
going  back  two  years  in  order  to  travel  over  the  same 
ground.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  protested  against  it,  pointing 
out  that  they  have  waited  long  enough,  and  that  the  last 
two  years'  experience  has  been  quite  sufficient  to  prove  the 
impossibility  of  having  a  successful  and  effective  organisa- 
tion without  an  organising  secretary  to  co-ordinate  the 
work.  Referring  to  the  divisional  secretaries,  Mr.  Gifford 
said  he  was  told  it  was  unfair  to  expect  too  much  of  them. 
That  idea  he  altogether  repudiated.  It  was  said  they  could 
not  compel  the  divisional  secretaries  to  do  this  work,  but  his 
reply  was  that  they  must  be  compelled  or  make  way  for 
others  who  would.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  W.  H.  Lomax  (Darwen)  gave  the  toast  of  "The 
North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,"  which  was 
acknowledged  by  Mr.  J.  Rennie  (Secretary).  Mrs;  J. 
Openshaw  responded  to  the  toast  of  "The  Ladies"  in  a 
captivating  little  speech.  Mr.  Cunliffe  gave  "The 
President,"  to  which  Mr.  Critchley  responded.  During  the 
evening  an  excellent  programme  of  songs  and  instrumental 
solos  was  rendered. 


1ftew  Books. 

These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Bon.  Gustavo  le.  Evolution  of  Matter.  Transl.  7ix5. 
Pp.  462.    5s.    (W.  Scott.) 

Butterfield,  W.  J.  A.  Chemistry  of  Gas-manufacture. 
Vol.1.    24th  edit.    8x5.    Pp.278.    Is.  6d.  net.  (Griffin.) 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System.  Edited  by  F.  Billings. 
Trans.    Roy.  8vo.    25s.  net.    (S.  Appleton.) 

Dutton,  T.  Kimpton's  Pocket  Medical  Dictionary.  18mo. 
2s.  6c?.  net.    (H.  Kimpton.) 

Gamble,  W.  Business  Life:  Straight  Talks  on  Business. 
3^x61.    Pp.  208.    Is.  net.    (I.  Pitman.) 

Hinton,  A.  Horsley.  Sure  and  Easy  Development  of  Plates 
and  Films.    Cr.  8vo.  swd.    4cf.  net.    (Hazell  &  W.) 

Ross,  F.  E.  Pocket  Dictionary  of  Technical  and  Scientific 
Terms  Popularly  Explained.    32mo.    Is.  net.  (Routledge.) 

The  British  and  Foreign  Guide  to  the  Chemical,  Drug.  Oil, 
ami  Colour  Trades  (1907).  Ilx7i-  Pp.83.  3s.  6c?.  (Adolphe 
Francis,  Ltd.) 

Walker,  J.  Introduction  to  Physical  Chemistry.  4th  edit. 
9x5£.    Pp.  402.    10s.  net.  (Macmillan.) 

Wood,  J,  R.  Tablet-manufacture,  its  History,  Pharmacy, 
and  Practice.    Cr.  8vo.    7s.  6c?.  net.  (Lippincott.) 

Wright,  F.  B.  Practical  Handbook  on  the  Distillation  of 
Alcohol  from  Farm  Products,  etc.,  including  Denaturing  of 
Alcohol.    7|x5.    Pp.  202.    4*.  6c?.  net.  (Spon.) 
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Gbc  Mutter  Session  of  Chemists'  associations. 


Association  Presidents. 

The  members  of  the  Workington  Chemists'  Association  so 
highly  value  the  services  of  their  Hon.  Secretary  and  Trea- 
surer, Mr.  John  Ratclift'e 
Taylor,  that  at  the  recent 
annual  meeting  they  unani- 
mously elected  him  their 
President.  When  it  came  to 
filling  the  dual  office  of  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  they 
selected  for  the  position  Mr. 
John  Ratcliffe  Taylor,  thus 
creating  among  existing 
chemists'  associations  a  unique 
distinction.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
born  in  Workington  thirty-four 
years  ago,  and  was  appren- 
ticed for  five  years  to  Messrs. 
W.  &  R.  Carruthers  there. 
Six  years  later  (1893)  he  went 
as  assistant  to  Mr.  R.  Car- 
ruthers, Dumfries,  who  had 
taken  over  the  business  of 
Carruthers  &  Allan ;  then  in 
1896  to  Liverpool,  where  he 
attended  the  School  of  Pharmacy  and  qualified  on  July  16  of 
that  year  After  a  short  time  with  Messrs.  Dutton  &  Son, 
Rock  Ferry,  Mr.  Taylor  returned  to  Workington  to  manage 
Mr.  W.  Carruthers's  branch  business,  and  two  years  later 
was  taken  into  partnership,  the  style  of  the  firm  being 
Carruthers  &  Taylor.  Mr.  Taylor  is  an  enthusiastic  photo- 
grapher, and  Secretary  of  the  Workington  Photographic 
Society.  He  sings  a  good  tenor  song,  and  is  in  great  demand 
during  the  concert  season  in  the  neighbourhood.  His  latest 
effort  in  that  direction  was  a  successful  rendering  of 
"  Grosvenor "  in  the  Workington  Operatic  Societies'  repre- 
sentation of  "  Patience."  Since  the  formation  of  the  Work- 
ington Chemists'  Association  he  has  taken  great  interest  in 
all  its  work,  and.  as  we  have  indicated,  his  present  triple 
office  shows  how  his  fellow-members  value  his  efforts  on  their 
behalf. 


Mr.  J.  R,  Taylor. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening, 
February  19,  Mr.  Clement  Fielding,  of  Halifax,  delivered  a 
lecture  on  "  Katabolites,"  confining  his  observations  to 
living  organisms  from  the  chemical  standpoint.  We  hope, 
if  space  permits,  to  make  further  reference  to  the  lecture.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Fielding. 

Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  Committee  of  the  Society  met  on  February  19,  Mr. 
Wm.  Jamison,  M.C.P.S.I.,  in  the  chair. 

New  Member. — Mr.  A.  E.  A.  Davis,  30  Donegal  Road, 
Belfast,  was  elected  a  member,  and  one  election  was  post- 
poned until  next  meeting. 

Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Bill. — It  was  decided  that  in 
the  event  of  the  Bill  being  referred  to  a  Select  Committee, 
the  Society  should  endeavour  to  present  their  views  to 
the  Committee. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on 
Friday,  February  8,  Mr.  J.  Tait  (President)  in  the  chair. 
A  practical  demonstration  on  "Microscopy  in  Relation  to 
Pharmacy"  was  given  by  W.  B.  Cowie.  Ph.C,  F.C.S., 
identification  of  powdered  drugs  being  chiefly  in  view. 

Last  week's  meeting  took  the  form  of  a  visit  to  the  Leith 
Corporation  Electricity  Works.  Upwards  of  thirty 
members  attended,  and  the  visit  proved  very  interesting, 
and  the  company  heartily  thanked  Mr.  Thomson  and  his 
assistants  for  showing  them  round. 

Teesside  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Albany  Restaurant,  Middles- 
borough,  on  February  12,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  T. 
Coltman,  an  address  on  "How  to  Increase  your  Tncome" 
was  given  by  Mr.  A.  Lee.  He  argued  that  it  is  beneath  the 
dignity  of  those  engaged  in  the  practice  of  pharmacy  to 
allow  the  public  to  purchase  such  small  quantities  of  drugs 


|  as  are  usually  sold,  and  urged  that  customers  should  be 
educated  up  to  buying  not  less  than  threepennyworths  of 
the  dearest  articles,  twopennyworth  of  others,  and  the 
penny  trade  should  be  restricted  as  much  as  feasible.  The 
speakers  who  followed  thought  that  each  chemist  must 
judge  his  own  customers  and  his  own  locality,  and  treat  the- 
matter  accordingly. 

Birkenhead  and  Wirral  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Ferry  Hotel,  Seacombe,  on 
Thursday,  February  14,  Mr.  C.  H.  Sturt  (Vice-President) 
in  the  chair,  when  a  photographic  lecture  with  demonstra- 
tion was  given  by  Mr.  Porteus,  of  Kodak,  Ltd.,  assisted  by 
Mr.  A.  Jones,  Liverpool  depot  manager.  The  lecturer  gave 
illustrations  of  gaslight-printing  and  other  photographic 
processes,  and  the  prints  were  passed  round  to  the  members. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Porteus  and  Jones 
brought  a  pleasant  meeting  to  a  close.  The  members  are 
looking  forward  to  the  next  meeting,  when  an  interesting 
subject — viz.,  "Old  Birkenhead" — is  to  be  treated  by  Dr. 
Charles  Symes,  Liverpool. 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel,  Huddersfield.  on 
Tuesday  evening,  February  19,  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw  (Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Spurr, 
France,  Armitage,  Hadfield,  Johnson,  and  Wood  (Secre- 
tary).— A  report  was  received  from  the  deputation  which 
had  waited  upon  the  Parliamentary  representatives  of 
Huddersfield  and  the  Colne  Valley  in  regard  to  pharmacy 
legislation,  which  was  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  Final 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  whist-drive  which  is  to 
be  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  6, 
at  7.30. — An  interesting  discussion  took  place  on  local 
taxation  and  inhabited-house  duty — two  subjects  in  the 
programme  of  business  to  be  submitted  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  National  Chamber  of  Trade  to  be  held  at  Derby  next 
week. 

Dover  Chemists'  Association. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  tho 
residence  of  the  President  (Mr.  J.  F.  Brown)  on  Febru- 
ary 14.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  Ewell,  Ewell, 
jun.,  Siever,  Kay,  Cartwright,  and  Forster.  The  prin- 
cipal business  of  the  meeting  was  the  election  of  a  delegate 
to  attend  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  local  meeting 
in  London  on  February  27.  It  was  unanimously 
decided  that  the  President  should  be  the  Associa- 
tion's representative.  The  meeting  then  proceeded 
to  instruct  their  delegate  as  to  their  views  on  the  best 
means  of  obtaining  an  increase  in  the  strength  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society.  The  views  expressed  were  distinctly 
novel  but  curiously  unanimous,  and  the  Association  felt 
that  by  means  of  their  esteemed  President  these  views 
would  be  laid  before  the  Square  meeting  in  a  lucid  and 
vigorous  manner.  The  question  of  sending  delegates  to  the 
Federation  meeting  in  May  was  postponed  until  the  next 
meeting ;  and  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President 
the  members  adjourned. 

Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. 

On  Wednesday,  February  13,  a  party  of  nineteen  members 
and  friends  journeyed  to  Newcastle  to  inspect  the  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary.  On  arrival,  the  party  was  met  by  the 
head  dispenser,  Mr.  S.  Dunstan.  F.C.S.,  who  conducted 
them  over  the  vast  building.  The  descriptive  article  on 
the  Infirmary  published  in  the  Winter  Issue  of  the  C.  <i-  D. 
was  of  great  help  in  eoing  through  the  various  departments. 
Some  of  the  more  striking  features  were  the  place  of  worship, 
St.  Luke's  Chapel,  truly  a  most  charming  piece  of  archi- 
tecture. The  board -room  was  also  greatly  admired.  The 
principal  interest  naturally  centred  in  the  dispensing  and 
manufacturing  laboratory,  in  which  the  party  spent  some 
time;  the  various  machines  being  set  in  motion  to  demon- 
strate their  working.  Mr.  Dunstan  was  thpn  thanked 
for  his  kindness,  and  the  party  adjourned  to  the  Royal 
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Exchange  Restaurant  where  dinner  was  served,  this  bring- 
ing a  most  enjoyable  outing  to  a  close. 

Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

The  seventh  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Star  and  Garter 
Hotel  on  February  13,  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson  (President)  in  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs.  Weaver,  Dunn, 
Forster,  Barkes,  Goodwin,  Rothwell,  Willcock,  Phillips, 
Stanway,  and  Coleman  (Hon.  Secretary).  Over  a  dozen 
apologies  for  absence  were  received,  most  being  due  to 
influenza,  including  the  President-elect  (Mr.  M.  R. 
Warner),  Alderman  W.  G.  Cross  (Shrewsbury),  and  Mr. 
F.  E.  Bowdler. 

The  annual  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

New  Members. — Messrs.  Jackson  ( Wednesbury),  W. 
Phillips  (Rothwell),  W.  Walker  (Willenhall),  and  Wilkin- 
son (Wednesbury)  were  proposed  as  members. 

Election  of  Officers. — The  voting  resulted  as  follows  : 
Mr.  M.  R.  Warner,  President;  Mr.  F.  E.  Coombe,  Vice- 
President;  Mr.  A.  C.  Weaver,  Treasurer;  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Coleman,  Secretary ;  Messrs.  Gibson,  Phillips,  Stanway, 
and  Willcock  members  of  committee. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Gervis  Hall  Restaurant  on 
Friday,  February  15,  at  8.30  p.m.,  Mr.  F.  E.  Bilson 
(President)  in  the  chair.  There  were  present  also  Messrs. 
Rose,  Reid,  Hardwick,  Hornby,  Botham,  Pars,  J.  L. 
Robinson,  Morris,  and  Bingham  (Hon.  Secretary).  Mr. 
Morris,  who  has  recently  acquired  a  business  in  the  town, 
was  elected  as  a  member. 

Uniformity  of  Externals. — A  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject was  opened  by  Mr.  Francis  Rose,  all  those  present 
subsequently  taking  part ;  and  though  a  great  divergency 
of  opinion  was  shown,  on  many  salient  points  the  members 
were  quite  in  accord,  the  President  summing  up  the  situa- 
tion by  remarking  "  that  the  individual  dispenser  is  respon- 
sible and  must  exercise  his  own  judgment  for  his  own  pro- 
tection in  the  matter  of  labels,  bottles,  etc." 

Other  Business. — It  was  decided  to  make  an  effort  to 
induce  r.ny  members  not  already  subscribers  to  the 
P.A.T.A.  to  become  so. — The  revision  of  the  Buying  Sec- 
tion was  delegated  to  the  committee. — Mr.  F.  E.  Bilson 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Williams  were  appointed  delegates  to  the 
recently  formed  local  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Three  Towns  Chemists'  Association. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stone- 
house  and  District  Chemists'  Association  was  held  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  February  14,  Mr.  S.  A.  Perkins  (President)  in 
the  chair. — The  Divisional  Secretaries  having  reported  on 
correspondence  with  M.P.s  re  pharmacy  legislation,  a  ballot 
of  the  remaining  foundation  bond-holders  was  taken,  and 
the  Treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay  off  the  bond  held  by 
Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  whose  name  was  drawn. — Messrs.  A.  J. 
Ancliffe,  Hensley,  Henshaw,  and  T.  Woolley  were  unani- 
mously elected  members. — The  Secretary  mentioned  that 
Mr.  J.  Davy  Turney  is  to  give  a  lantern-lecture,  and  an 
early  date  will  be  arranged  for  it. — The  President  referred 
to  the  increased  activity  among  the  juniors  in  the  Three 
Towns,  and  a  discussion  took  place  upon  the  best  course  to 
be  adopted  for  strengthening  the  junior  membership,  and 
inducing  the  apprentices  to  make  more  systematic  use  of 
the  special  facilities  afforded  by  the  valuable  collection  of 
specimens,  books,  etc.,  in  the  Association  library.  Messrs. 
A.  J.  Ancliffe.  F.  Barge,  H.  H.  Cannon,  W.  Gwillim,  and 
H.  N.  Hearder  having  volunteered  their  services  in  pro- 
moting the  work  of  the  junior  section,  Mr.  R.  F.  Roper 
proposed,  and  Mr.  F.  Maitland  seconded,  that  the  matter 
of  organisation  be  left  in  the  hands  of  these  gentlemen  and 
of  the  senior  officers  of  the  Association. 

Oldham  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Oriental  Cafe,  Oldham,  on 
February  12,  when  Mr.  F.  Newby  read  a  paper  on 

How  to  Meet  Unqualified  Competition. 
He  divided  unqualified  competitors  into  five  classes — viz.  : 
1.  The  sma'l-shop  competitor  who  is  instructed  by  chemists 
and  wholesalers  how  to  deal  in  drugs  and  evade  the  law, 
and  a  considerable  trade  in  small  quantities  is  done  in  this 
way  with  the  poorer  people.  He  stated  that  where  spirituous 


preparations  are  sold  these  persons  can  be  compelled  to  take- 
out a  spirit-licence. 

2.  Herbalists,  he  complained,  do  not  keep  to  herbs,  but 
do  a  general  drug-trade.  Against  these  Mr.  Newby  would 
have  chemists  make  known  to  the  public  that  they  possess- 
a  knowledge  of  botany,  and  have  passed  an  examination  in> 
that  science  and  proved  their  fitness  to  deal  in  herbal 
medicine  generally.  The  spirit-licence  could  also  be  en- 
forced here 

3.  The  unqualified  one-man  shop  is  often  a  person  who- 
has  tried  to  qualify  but  failed.  Some  have  capital,  and 
naturally  use  it  in  commencing  business;  thus  we  have 
another  drug-store.  Against  this  competition  he  urged  a 
fuller  use  of  the  title  M.P.S.  and  cercificate. 

4.  Limited-company  shops  he  would  meet  by  publishing  a. 
list  of  the  registered  chemists  in  the  district,  and  each' 
chemist  to  have  one  on  view  in  his  pharmacy.  Also,  he 
would  advertise  the  same  list  on  a  suitably  worded  hand- 
bill, and  take  every  opportunity  of  explaining  to  customers 
the  true  position. 

5.  Qualified  chemist  with  branches  managed  by  unquali- 
fied persons.— The  duty  of  other  chemists  is  to  see  that  theso- 
branches  are  properly  conducted  and  to  report  any  irregu- 
larities. 

In  the  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  to  publish  a  list,  etc., 
is  not  commendable,  but  that  the  best  way  to  meet  the  case- 
is  careful  attention  to  business  and  by  supplying  proprie- 
taries and  drugs  at  the  same  prices,  having  a  due  regard 
for  quality.  Mr.  Newby  was  heartily  thanked  for  his 
paper. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  February  13  at. 
the  Victoria  Hotel,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  (the  President)  in' 
the  chair.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs  Harry 
Kemp,  W.  Lane,  W.  Kirkby,  J.  Grier,  Chas.  Swinn,  A.  J 
Pidd,  J.  W.  Walton,  and  A.  L.  Blain.  Mr.  J.  C.  Kidd  was 
called  on  to  read  a  paper  on 

Visual  Optics. 

The  first  part  of  the  paper  was  a  very  interesting  his- 
torical sketch  of  the  early  uses  of  spectacles.  References  were 
made  to  a  painting  of  St.  Jerome  in  the  church  of  All  Saints 
at  Florence,  in  which  the  saint  is  represented  as  wearing 
spectacles.  In  1660  an  old  signboard  was  to  be  seen  over 
the  shop  of  a  spectacle-seller  in  Venice  representing  St. 
Jerome  as  "the  inventor  of  spectacles."  Another  painting 
is  extant  of  Simon  performing  the  operation  of  circumcision" 
his  nose  surmounted  by  a  pair  of  spectacles.  Gordonius^ 
a  professor  at  Montpellier  in  1305.  referring  to  a  certain 
collyrium,  states  that  "  if  it  is  not  sufficient  we  must  resort 
to  spectacles."  The  first  mention  of  spectacles  is  found 
in  the  writings  of  Roger  Bacon,  who  died  at  the  close  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  and  by  some  authorities  he  is  credited1 
as  the  inventor.  Others  ascribe  the  origin  to  a  Florentine 
monk,  Aleosandro  Di  Spina,  but  it  is  generally  believed  that 
the  real  inventor  was  Salvino,  this  being  attested  by  an 
inscription  on  his  tomb.  Mr.  Kidd  next  referred  to  an 
essay  on  spectacles  written  in  1758  by  B.  Martin,  a  spec- 
tacle-dealer, two  doors  below  Crane  "Court,  Fleet  Street, 
London,  and  gave  some  amusing  extracts  which  well  showed 
the  outspoken  method  of  advertising  oneself  usual  in  those 
days.  About  the  same  time  Addison  Smith.  79  Charlotte 
Street,  Rathbone  Place,  London,  wrote  on  the  imperfections 
of  spectacles  with  the  object  of  showing  the  superiority 
of  his  own  goods.  It  is  only  within  recent  years  that  any 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  manufacture  of  lenses  and 
their  adaptation  to  the  various  defects  of  vision,  one  of  the 
chief  steps  being  the  manufacture  of  cylindrical  lenses  for 
correcting  astigmatism.  The  methods  of  measuring  visual 
acuity  and  fitting  lenses  are  now  based  on  scientific  prin- 
ciples. The  lecturer  then,  by  the  aid  of  diagrams  and 
apparatus,  described  the  eye  in  detail,  its  muscular  action, 
constitution,  retina,  etc.  Actual  tests  were  made,  and  the 
exact  lenses  required  in  each  case  selected.  Much  informa- 
tion was  given  connected  with  vision  and  the  glasses 
required  to  the  varying  conditions. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  a  vote  of  thanks,  announced 
that  Mr.  Kidd  had  promised  to  give  another  lecture  on 
the  same  subject  on  a  future  occasion. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  February  14 
at  the  Royal  Institution,  the  President  (Mr.  J.  T.  Horn- 
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blower)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Dysin  was  duly  elected  a  member 
of  the  Association. 

Miscellaneous  Communications.  —  The  President 
brought  a  specimen  of  white  bryony-root,  which  was  of 
interest  on  account  of  its  large  size,  the  weight  being  about 
11  lb.  He  had  never  seen  such  a  large  piece  before.  It  is 
a  wild  root,  growing  freely  in  the  South  of  England,  but  it 
does  not  seem  to  grow  in  the  North. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  had  not  seen  such  a  fine  piece  of  white 
bryony,  but  had  seen  a  large  chunk  of  a  root  which  he 
recognised  as  black  bryony  (Tamus  communis),  and  this 
was  confirmed,  as  in  the  stem  there  was  a  leaf  adhering  to  it. 
He  believed  there  is  plenty  of  this  black  root  grown  in  the 
North  of  England. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt  pointed  out  that  it  was  called  "  black  " 
bryony  on  account  of  the  leaves  turning  black  or  a  deep 
purple  in  the  autumn,  very  like  the  convolvulus,  for  which 
it  was  very  often  mistaken,  although  the  latter  was  a  twining 
plant. 

The  President  also  showed  a  new  machine  for  peeling 
oranges  and  lemons,  and  gave  a  practical  demonstration. 
The  knife  could  be  set  to  make  the  peel  of  any  thickness, 
but  care  must  be  taken  not  to  make  the  peel  too  fine  or  the 
cells  might  be  broken. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt,  as  the  Recorder  in  Pharmacy,  said  he 
had  noticed  a  paper  by  Mr.  Mann  in  the  "  Year-book  of 
Pharmacy"  regarding  syr.  glycerophosph.  co.,  B.P.C.,  in 
which  it  is  suggested  to  use  caffein  and  acetic  acid  instead 
of  using  caffein  citrate,  because  the  caffein  citrate  produces 
a  precipitate  of  calcium  glycerophosph.  He  (Mr.  Wyatt) 
had  found  the  precipitate  to  be  calcium  glycerophosph.,  and 
is 'now  using  caffein  alkaloid.  Mr.  Wyatt  also  referred  to  a 
suggestion  to  use  chloroform  as  a  solvent  in  making  strong 
paint  of  iodine.  In  making  the  paint  1  in  10  with  chloroform 
it  has  a  better  action  and  less  tendency  to  blister.  Such  a 
paint  should  penetrate  better  than  ordinary  liq.  iodi  fort., 
and  keep  better.  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  said  there  would  always 
be  a  certain  amount  of  hydriodic  acid,  and  in  the  presence  of 
alcohol  a  chemical  action  took  place  between  the  acid  and 
the  alcohol  and  re-formed  the  iodine.  Mr.  Prosper  H. 
Marsden  said  he  still  dispensed  tinct.  iodi  ethereal.,  although 
this  had  now  almost  entirely  gone  out  of  use. 

The  Mineral  Waters  of  Harrogate. — The  President 
then  called  on  Mr.  H.  G.  Dutton  (Bradford)  for  a  lecture 
on  "The  Mineral  Waters  of  Harrogate."  The  lecturer 
dealt  with  the  geographical  position  of  Harrogate  and  the 
exceptionally  dry  and  sunny  atmosphere,  which  makes  the 
town  such  a  desirable  place  for  invalids.  He  then  referred 
to  the  mineral-water  wells,  giving  analyses  of  the  different 
supplies. 

At  the  conclusion  a  discussion  resulted,  in  which  the 
President  and  Messrs.  P.  H.  Marsden,  T.  F.  Abraham, 
J.  Shacklady,  W.  H.  Nail,  A.  S.  Buck,  and  Harold 
Wyatt  joined.  Mr.  T.  F.  Abraham  asked  whether  the 
water  varied  according  to  the  rainfall,  and  whether  there  is 
any  reason  to  suppose  it  would  in  time  become  ordinary 
water.  He  also  thought  it  a  pity  the  water  is  not  bottled 
and  sold  by  pharmacists  like  other  mineral  waters.  _ 

In  replying  to  the  discussion,  Mr.  Dutton  explained  that 
the  waters  were  not  generally  bottled,  as  it  is  found  they 
lose  a  good  deal  of  their  virtue,  and  patients  do  not  derive 
any  benefit  from  taking  them.  They  are  not  sent  broadcast, 
but  would  be  supplied  if  a  doctor  ordered  them  in  a  pre- 
scription. There  is  a  slight  variation  in  the  composition, 
which  he  believed  is  due  to  the  rainfall. 

Mr.  Harold  Wyatt  made  a  suggestion  that  papers  should 
b«  interchanged  between  different  associations,  a  proceeding 
which  would  tend  to  broaden  the  views  of  the  members 
and  be  for  the  good  of  all. 

The  meeting  then  terminated,  after  the  usual  vote  of 
thanks. 

Nottingham  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  in  Calvert's  Cafe,  Long  Row,  Notting- 
ham, on  Wednesday,  February  20,  Mr.  F.  Ross  Sergeant 
(Vice-President)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present 
Messrs.  C.  A.  Bolton,  W.  Gill  (Secretary),  B.  Adams 
.{Mansfield),  T.  Wilson,  A.  E.  Beilby,  T.  Williamson,  J. 
Clay,  C.  J.  Carr,  Thomas  Freeman,  D.  Ellis,  W.  Meakin, 
H.  Prince,  J.  French,  S.  H.  Plattin,  J.  Frost-Wood,  E.  E. 
Turton,  and  G.  J.  R.  Parkes.    The  Vice-President  reported 


that  the  deputation  waited  on  M.P.s  in  town  and  country, 
and  they  all  agreed  that  it  is  useless  to  ballot  for  the  Phar- 
macy Bills,  but  that  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee 
may  be  obtained,  and  all  agreed  to  support  a  motion  in 
Parliament  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  S.  Royce,  Principal  of  the  Nottingham  School  of 
Pharmacy,  then  read  a  paper  on 

Pharmaceutical  Testing. 

In  the  course  of  this  he  said  that  the  man  who  passes  the 
Minor  examination  must  possess  a  considerable  knowledge 
of  practical  chemical  analysis,  but  the  greater  part  of  this 
knowledge  is  never  made  use  of  in  business.  It  seems  to 
be  the  almost  universal  practice  to  take  what  is  sent  by  the 
wholesale  house  as  being  correct  in  quality  in  most  cases, 
and  only  rarely  does  one  hear  of  any  tests  being  applied  to 
a  drug,  chemical  or  pharmaceutical  preparation,  by  the 
retail  buyer.  Mr.  Royce  gave  one  or  two  illustrations  of 
the  point  that  many  pharmacists  are  unable  to  apply  even 
a  simple  test  intelligently,  and  commented  upon  the  serious 
reflection  this  is  on  the  whole  body  of  chemists,  especially 
when  they  demand  extended  legislative  recognition. 
Coming  to  the  heart  of  the  subject,  he  referred  to  that 
excellent  little  book  by  the  late  Barnard  S.  Proctor,  entitled 
"Pharmaceutical  Testing,"  the  view  of  which  is  to  give 
methods  practicable  at  the  dispensing  counter  for  testing 
the  chemicals  and  preparations  of  the  B.P.  Mr.  Royce  then 
described  and  demonstrated  methods  for  testing  the  quality 
of  a  number  of  substances. 

Mr.  Royce  showed  several  tests  for  hydrous  wool-fats, 
rectified  benzene,  hard  soap,  and  curd  soap,  liq.  amnion, 
fort.,  prepared  chalk,  silver  caustic,  camphor  liniment, 
mercurial  preparations,  liquor  potassae,  Donovan's  solu- 
tion, etc. 

A  general  discussion  took  place  after  the  lecture,  the 
speakers  including  Messrs.  Plattin,  Beilby,  Williamson, 
Carr,  and  Freeman,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Royce  was 
carried  with  acclamation,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Plattin, 
seconded  by  Mr.  French.  It  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Gill 
that  a  series  of  classes  should  be  held  during  the  winter 
months  at  which  chemists  should  brush  up  the  scientific- 
knowledge  which  they  attained  during  their  studies  for 
qualification. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  March  20,  when  Mr. 
Naylor  will  give  a  paper  entitled  "  Notes  on  the  Assay  of 
Some  Galenicals." 

North  Kent  Chemists'  Association. 

A  very  successful  and  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at 
Mr.  A.  Gillett's  Medical  Hall  Rooms,  Gravesend  ,  on  Wednes- 
day, February  20,  the  President  (Mr.  A.  Fred  Corfe,  of 
Maidstone)  in  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  Messrs. 
A.  J.  Wing  and  W.  E.  Goff  (Vice-Presidents),  Messrs.  A. 
Stooke,  Kenney,  Chesterfield,  A.  A.  Gillett,  R.  T.  Clarke. 
F.  A.  Moore,  Beveridge,  A.  Goldthorpe,  J.  J.  John,  Toplis, 
and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  Feaver  Clarke). 

Mr.  A.  Goldthorpe  (Plumstead)  was  appointed  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  the  Association  at  the  local  organisation 
meeting  at  17  Bloomsbury  Square  on  February  27.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  fourth  annual  dinner  at  Gravesend  on  Wednes- 
day, April  17. 

Mr.  A.  Norman  Hirst  read  some 

Notes  on  Pharmaceutical  Preparations. 
Starting  with  the  pharmacopoeial  infusions  and  the  cor- 
responding concentrated  preparations  of  wholesale  houses, 
he  described  the  three  processes  for  their  production.  The 
original  process,  of  completely  exhausting  the  drug  with 
hot  water,  mixing  the  separate  infusions,  boiling  down  and 
filtering,  is,  he  hoped,  not  much  used  now.  It  paid  no 
attention  to  the  constitution  of  a  drug.  The  second  process 
consists  of  maceration  or  percolation,  or  both,  of  the  drug 
with  hot  water;  and  the  third,  the  modern,  of  percolation 
with  spirit  and  dilution  to  the  bulk  of  concentrated  liquors. 
Various  B.P.  infusions  and  the  concentrated  preparations 
were  treated  in  detail  in  this  connection.  Then  cod-liver-oil 
preparations  were  dealt  with.  No  preparation  of  this  oil 
can,  he  said,  rival  the  oil  itself,  as  emulsions  divide  the  oil 
into  small  particles  and  make  it  more  oxidisable  and  liable 
to  decomposition.  They  are  not,  however,  unscientific, 
since  such  combinations  are  required  by  persons  unable  to 
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take  the  plain  oil.  Cod-liver-oil  jellies,  aromatic  oils  and 
substitutes,  were  briefly  considered  and  condemned  as 
worthless.  Pellets  and  tablets  were  next  discussed.  For 
granulation  theobroma  emulsion  has  been  recommended,  but 
it  is,  in  Mr.  Hirst's  opinion,  thoroughly  unsuitable  and 
amateurish,  and  it  shows  a  lack  of  initiative  in  the  authors 
who  undertook  the  work  and  published  it.  Preparations 
made  with  cocoa-butter  are  apt  to  go  soft  in  warm  climates, 
they  refuse  to  disintegrate,  and  become  rancid.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  make  hypodermic,  effervescing,  or  eye  preparations 
with  such  a  granulating  medium.  The  art  of  granulating 
and  compressing  is  an  extremely  delicate  one.  He  had 
tested  the  disintegrating  power  of  various  products  on  the 
market— acetanilide,  etc.— and  had  found  in  some  cases  that 
disintegration  took  from  twenty  to  thirty  minutes,  while  m 
others  it  was  not  effected  even  on  boiling.  Various  pro- 
prietary preparations  of  cascara,  glycerin  suppositories, 
wines,  and  the  question  of  standardisation  were  also  dealt 
with. 

The  paper  created  a  lively  and  instructive  discussion. 
Specimens  of  the  various  preparations  described  were  ex- 
hibited and  much  appreciated.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Norman  Hirst  for  his  address  was  moved  by  the 
President,  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Wing,  and  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Western  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Norfolk 
Square  Hotel,  Paddington,  W.,  on  February  20,  the  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  Edmund  White)  being  in  the  chair.  About 
eighteen  were  present,  and  the  Chairman  first  referred  to 
the  death  of  Mrs.  Martindale,  and  moved  that  a  vote  of 
condolence  be  sent  from  the  Association  to  Dr.  Martindale. 
r^This  was  passed  upstanding.    The  principal  business  of 
the  evening  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Cofman  on  "Secret 
Remedies  and  Pharmaceutical  Proprietaries  in  England  and 
Abroad."    This  was  a  spirited  and  outspoken  philippic  on 
the  traffic  in  patent  medicines  in  various  countries,  illustrat- 
ing the  baneful  influence  which,  according  to  Mr.  Cofman. 
the  trade  in  proprietaries  has  on  pharmacy.    He  began  by 
detailing  the  procedure  adopted  by  the  patent-medicine 
"quack"  to  bring  his  goods  before  the  public.  The 
United  States  of  America  is  the  happy  hunting-ground  of 
the  quack,  but  England,  said  Mr.  Cofman,  comes  second. 
He  gave  statistics  of  the  number  of  secret  remedies  and 
proprietaries  for  sale  in  the  United  States,  in  England,  and 
in  the  principal  European  countries  to  prove  this.  Dealing 
with  England,  he  said  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are 
used  to  harass  unduly  chemists  and  grocers,  but  do  not 
touch  the  manufacturer  of  secret  remedies.    He  is  above 
1   the  law,  and  no  investigation  is  made  to  see  whether  the 
I  tartaric  acid  with  which  his  preparation  may  be  compounded 
1  contains  lead  or  not,  and  there  is  no  means  of  safeguarding 
against  a  gross  mistake  made  in  compounding  by  unqualified 
i  workmen.    Doctors  are  no  better  off  than  chemists,  for 
!  the  Medical  Acts  leave  the  quack  severely  alone.  "The 
L  quack  soars  high  on  the  wings   of  liberty  of  trade," 
I  said  Mr.  Cofman  in  one  of  many  poetic  outbursts.  But 
I  doctors  themselves  are  not  blameless,  and  Mr.  Cofman 
proceeded  to  condemn  them  for  the  encouragement  they 
give  to  secret  remedies  by  prescribing  them  so  often.  More 
statistics  followed  illustrative  of  the  gradual  and  insidious 
growth  of  the  trade  in  stamped  proprietaries  since  the 
medicine  stamp-duty  was  first  imposed.    Further  statistics 
were  given  as  to  the  number  of  medicine-stamps  sold 
■annually  and  the  relative  loss  to  doctors  and  chemists  in 
patients  and  customers.   The  support  of  the  Press  was  next 
condemned,  and  then  Mr.  Cofman  went  on  to  speak  of  the 
[iconnivance  of  chemists  themselves.    He  urged  that  it  was 
[  sheer  madness  for  chemists  to  help  the  secret-medicine  traffic 
by  countenancing  their  methods  in  any  way.    They  should 
not  only  refuse  to  sell  such  things,  but  they  should  take 
every  opportunity  of  exposing  them.    A  short  review  of 
the  regulations  regarding  the  sale  of  proprietaries  in  foreign 
countries  followed,  the  contrast  so  far  as  the  chemist  is 
concerned  being  all  in  favour  of  the  foreigner.   In  Germany 
there  is  an  anti-charlatan  society,  said  Mr.  Cofman  ;  why 
in  England  should  there  not  be  an  anti-quack  society  ? 
He  suggested  that  chemists  should  support  any  proposition 
for  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  secret 
remedies,  the  restriction  of  dispensing  of  all  medicines  to 


pharmacists,  passive  resistance  to  secret  remedies,  and  the 
repeal  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts.  An  animated  discussion 
followed,  the  speakers  agreeing  with  Mr.  Cofman's  ideals, 
but  several  expressing  scepticism  as  to  their  practicability. 
The  President,  who  said  he  felt  dizzy  from  the  effects  of 
the  figures  rattled  off  by  Mr.  Cofman,  said  the  chief  point 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  relation  of  poisons  to  the  chemist. 
He  supposed  most  chemists  would  agree  to  give  up  a  special 
right  to  sell  some  of  the  technical  and  agricultural  poisons, 
provided  the  exclusive  right  to  deal  in  general  medicines 
were  restricted  to  them.  The  ideal  conditions  of  Austria 
are  never  likely  to  be  adopted  in  this  country,  and  the 
anti-quack  society  idea  would  be  difficult  to  carry  out.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  chemists  themselves  are  largely  to  blame 
for  the  present  condition  of  things.  Others  who  spoke 
were  Messrs.  Bowen,  Barrett,  Kruze,  Brown,  Philp,  and 
Middletcn. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists' 
Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  February  14, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  presiding  over  a  good  attendance  of 
members.  Mr.  J.  H.  Hart  read  a  paper  on  the  art  and 
ethics  of 

Window-dressing. 

He  remarked  that  if  chemists  are  to  put  goods  into  their 
windows  at  all  they  should  always  have  some  special  object 
in  view.  When  they  cared  to  take  an  interest  in  their 
windows  they  could  sell  almost  anything.  The  most  effec- 
tive window,  in  his  view,  is  one  entirely  devoted  to  cne 
article.  Special  lines  that  one  desires  to  push  should  always 
get  a  display  entirely  to  themselves.  He  said  he  is  a 
believer  in  one's  own  preparations.  He  urged  the  necessity 
of  ticketing  the  goods  in  one's  windows.  No  matter,  he 
said,  how  much  care,  trouble,  or  time  is  spent  in  dressing 
a  window,  these  are  to  a  large  extent  thrown  away  unless 
the  goods  are  ticketed.  Mr.  Hart  exhibited  a  series  of 
photographs  of  chemists'  windows,  and  expressed  his  in- 
debtedness to  the  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
for  many  of  these. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  paper,  Mr.  Black 
remarked  that  chemists  give  too  many  free  advertisements 
to  proprietary  goods. — Mr.  Abbot  expressed  a  similar 
view. — Mr.  Mackay  gave  an  amusing  turn  to  the  discussion 
with  his  reminiscences  of  old-time  window-dressing.  He 
said  he  remembered  one  window  in  which  there  was  nothing 
but  a  bottle  of  magnesia  and  a  grey  cat.  He  had  also  in 
his  recollection  a  window  which  contained  only  a  stuffed 
alligator  with  the  sawdust  running  out  at  the  tail. 
(Laughter.)  Regarding  the  ethics  of  window-dressing,  he 
said  that  in  the  "good  old  days"  a  chemist  was  above 
telling  a  lie  to  make  a  sale.  It  seemed  to  him,  however, 
that  what  he  called  "the  1.?.  llftf.  or  Is.  ll^d.  fake" 
"  amounts  to  a  deliberate  lie." — Mr.  Lennox  told  the  meet- 
ing that  every  window  with  which  he  had  taken  pains  had 
repaid  him. — The  President  also  introduced  some  humour 
into  the  discussion,  afterwards  remarking  that  from  the 
ethical  point  of  view  he  observed  that  if  they  were  true  to 
themselves,  true  to  their  customers,  and  true  to  the  public, 
they  could  not  go  far  wrong. 

Scale  of  Dispensing-charges. 
The  President  made  a  statement  as  to  the  scale  of  dis- 
pensing-charges. At  the  last  meeting  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  scale,  and  he  thought  it  very  pro- 
bable that  such  a  scale  would  be  adopted.  When  that  is 
done  they  proposed  to  consult  some  of  the  chemists  in  the 
centre  of  the  city  whose  support  it  is  important  to  have  as 
to  the  attitude  they  are  likely  to  assume.  Meanwhile  the 
scale  is  prepared,  and  is  merely  awaiting  formal  ratification 
by  the  Trade  Committee  and  subsequently  by  the  Council. 
The  committee  of  the  Council  had  had  extensive  corre- 
spondence with  manufacturers  who  are  not  yet  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  appealing  to  them  to  become  connected  with  it. 
They  had  not  had  satisfactory  replies  from  some  of  the 
firms,  but  their  previous  experience  had  shown  that  if  they 
kept  hammering  away  at  those  firms  their  action  would 
ultimately  have  a  material  as  well  as  a  moral  effect  upon 
them. 

Mr.  Hart  added  that  they  had  had  replies  from  a  large 
number.    To  those  who  had  not  replied  he  was  writing 
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again.  They  had  pointed  out  to  the  manufacturers  that 
the  present  profit  is  not  satisfactory,  and  that  they  desire 
hotter  prices. 

The  President  further  remarked  that  they  simply  take 
the  practical  step  of  abstaining  from  exhibiting  the  goods 
•sold  by  the  firms  referred  to,  or  advertising  them  in  any 
-way,  unless  better  prices  are  given. 

Proposed  West  of  Scotland  Formulary. 

The  President  also  reported  as  to  the  progress  being  made 
■with  the  projected  West  of  Scotland  Formulary.  The 
-committee  considered  that  they  are  likely  to  get  the  support 
oi  the  medical  profession.  They  had  been  in  communica- 
tion with  a  number  of  local  medical  associations,  and  all  the 
replies  so  far  received  had  been  favourable.  When  the 
whole  ground  has  been  cleared  it  will  be  a  simple  matter  to 
proceed  with  the  compilation  of  a  Formulary. 

Chemists'  Sunday  Hours. 

The  President  also  reported  on  the  question  of  Sunday 
hours.  He  stated  that  nearly  every  chemist  in  Glasgow 
Sias  been  visited,  but  there  is  such  a  diversity  of  opinion 
that  he  did  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  do  anything.  In 
some  parts  there  is  a  hope  that  some  arrangement  may  be 
made  in  a  street  or  district,  but  there  seems  no  prospect 
of  an  arrangement  applicable  to  the  entire  city. 

London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  of  the  South  London  branch  of  this  Association 
•was  held  at  the  "Horns,"  Kennington,  on  February  20, 
Mr.  F.  W.  Truman  presiding.  Among  others  present  were 
Messrs.  Betty,  Douglas,  Pellew,  Glew,  White,  Brown, 
Page,  Stephens,  and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  A.  Riles).  The 
first  business  was  the  appointment  of  a  delegate  to  attend 
the  Delegates'  Meeting  called  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
for  February  27,  and  Mr.  D.  White  was  unanimously  ap- 
pointed. The  Secretary's  report  showed  that  the  Association 
is  increasing  in  strength  and  energy.  Eleven  new  members 
•were  elected  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee,  and  five  new  members  (all  South  London 
chemists)  had  sent  in  their  names  for  nomination.  The 
Secretary  reported  that,  in  accordance  with  instructions  at 
last  meeting,  he  had  written  to  the  firms  suggested  by  the 
Dewsbury  Association  urging  those  firms  to  put  their  pro- 
prietaries on  the  P.A.T.A.  protected  list.  Out  of  twenty- 
three  firms  written  to,  seven  had  replied.  These  were 
A.  J.  White,  Ltd.,  who  adhered  to  the  terms  of  their 
■circular-letter  sent  out  to  chemists ;  the  proprietors  of 
Doan's  backache-remedies,  who  regretted  they  were  unable 
to  comply  with  the  request  for  protected  prices ;  Kay 
Bros.,  Ltd.,  who  regret  cutting,  and  will  do  all  they  can 
to  prevent  it,  but  think  the  remedy  is  in  the  hands  of 
•chemists  themselves;  J.  C.  Eno,  Ltd.,  who  do  not  see 
their  way  to  join  the  P.A.T.A.  at  present ;  Thomas 
Beecham  ;  Apollinaris  Co.,  Ltd.  ;  and  Fassett  &  Johnson. 
Mr.  Beecham  asked  to  be  supplied  with  the  names  of  any 
firms  that  had  reaped  benefit  by  joining  the  P.A.T.A.,  and 
the  meeting  decided  to  send  on  his  letter  to  the  P.A.T.A. 
for  reply.  The  Apollinaris  Co.  said  they  had  made  appli- 
cation to  the  P.A.T.A.  to  include  Apenta  water  on  their 
■protected  list,  but  the  P.A.T.A.  declined  unless  the  com- 
pany's selling  terms  were  altered  ;  and  this  the  company 
were  not  prepared  to  do.  Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson  replied 
that,  though  not  on  the  list  of  membership  of  the  P.A.T.A., 
the  minimum  selling-prices  of  Californian  fig-syrup  are 
protected.  On  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Betty,  it  was  agreed 
to  write  to  Messrs.  Fassett  &  Johnson  to  point  out  that 
these  minimum  prices  did  not  bear  a  living  profit.  A  letter 
from  Mr.  Glew  was  read  by  the  Secretary,  stating  that 
Mr.  S.  Collins,  M.P.,  had  expressed  his  willingness  to 
help  in  any  way  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  and,  if  required, 
to  attend  a  deputation  to  the  Home  Secretary.  This  led 
to  a  discussion  on  the  relegation  of  the  disputed  points  in 
the  Pharmacy  Bills  to  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  Chairman  stated  that  at  the  dinner  of  the 
West  Ham  Association  on  February  14,  Mr.  Masterman, 
M.P.,  had  emphasised  the  fact  that  handing  over  of  a  Bill 
to  a  Select  Committee  usually  meant  the  shelving  of  the 
Bill.  He  (Mr.  Truman)  did  not  see  that  chemists  would 
be  benefited  to  any  great  extent  by  the  Bill  as  projected, 
•even  if  they  manacred  to  retain  the  title,  fie  thought  many 
•chemists  were  indifferent  as  to  whether  they  used  their 
titles  or  not;  some  preferred  to  call  themselves  "drug- 


stores." The  point  of  the  Bill,  in  his  opinion,  is  the 
enforced  curriculum,  which  would  be  a  great  hardship  to 
many  students  and  would  prevent  them  entering  the 
trade.  Mr.  White,  referring  to  the  curriculum,  said  the 
greater  the  expense,  the  better  the  calibre  of  men  who 
would  come  into  the  business,  and  the  closer  would  be  the 
brotherhood  among  them.  Compulsory  membership  of  the 
Society  was,  in  his  view,  the  tantamount  principle.  Mr. 
Willson  did  not  agree.  Mr.  Douglas  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  chemists  and  druggists  should  have  the  same  right  of 
exemption  from  jury  service  as  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
and  his  proposal  that  the  Association  should  ask  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  to  get  a  clause  to  that  effect  embodied  in 
their  Bill  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Pellew  and  carried  unani- 
mously. Mr.  Douglas  said  he  felt  so  strongly  on  the  matter 
that  if  the  Society  did  not  take  it  up,  he  would  approach 
members  of  Parliament  himself  on  the  subject.  It  was 
announced  that  Dr.  R.  W.  Leftwich  had  promised  to  read 
a  paper  on  "Danger-signals  in  a  Chemist's  Practice"  at 
the  general  meeting  of  the  Association  in  May.  A  paper 
by  Mr.  Betty  arising  out  of  the  report  presented  to  the 
Pharmacopoeia  Committee  by  the  Committee  of  Reference 
in  Pharmacy  was  postponed  till  next  meeting. 


Zhc  Meefe'0  ipoisoninos. 

FOURTEEN  deaths  by  poisoning  have  taken  place  during 
the  past  week,  and  in  only  one  instance  did  the 
Coroner's  jury  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  had  been 
misadventure.  This  was  the  case  of  Lady  Moncrieff,  who 
died  from  laudanum  in  overdose  at  Kensington  Park 
Gardens.  At  the  inquest  it  was  stated  that  Lady  Moncrieff 
had  suffered  from  insomnia,  and  Dr.  Seton  prescribed  two 
tabloids  of  veronal.  On  the  day  after  taking  these  she 
remained  locked  in  her  room,  and  on  the  door  being  forced 
Lady  Moncrieff  was  found  breathing  heavily  and  unnatu- 
rally and  semi-comatose.  A  nurse  found  laudanum  and 
water  in  a  claret-glass,  and  a  search  revealed  three  small 
poison-phials,  with  the  labels  torn  off,  hidden  in  a  drawer 
under  some  paper.  Several  doctors  were  called,  and  all 
agreed  that  she  was  suffering  from  laudanum-poisoning. 
Death  eventually  took  place.  A  number  of  witnesses  were 
examined,  but  no  evidence  was  forthcoming  as  to  the  places 
where  deceased  bought  the  poison.  Death  was  attributed 
to  apncea  from  heart-disease,  accelerated  by  the  narcotic. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure. — 
There  were  four  other  cases  of  laudanum-poisoning,  all  being 
suicides.  The  victims  were  Mary  Watkinson  (64),  a 
labourer's  wife  at  Birdwell ;  Lucy  Allen  (57),  of  Notting- 
ham ;  Sarah  Ann  Collis  (45),  of  Sneinton ;  and  Percy 
Wootton  (21),  of  Ashby.  In  the  case  of  the  last-named 
4  oz.  of  laudanum  was  obtained  by  the  suicide  from  Mr. 
Francis  Brunt,  chemist,  Coalville. — Oxalic  acid  was  taken 
by  Mrs.  White,  wife  of  a  Scarborough  draper,  and  by  Etta 
Jane  Barry  (35),  a  Plymouth  widow. — Mary  Woodhouse 
(36),  a  domestic  servant  at  Morecambe,  committed  suicide 
at  the  residence  of  her  sister  at  Lancaster,  by  taking  car- 
bolic acid. — An  overdose  of  morphine  caused  the  death  of 
Dr.  John  Grigor  Dallas,  of  Pontypridd,  who  was  in  the 
habit  of  injecting  morphine  night  and  morning  into  his 
arm. — An  "  irritant  poison  "  was  stated  to  be  the  cause  of 
the  death  of  John  Washburn  Ribbins  (57),  of  Plaistow.- — 
Daniel  Matthews  (18),  of  Ealing,  poisoned  himself  with 
potassium  cyanide. — A  mysterious  ship's  doctor,  known  as 
Jack  S.  Layton,  poisoned  himself  with  prussic  acid  at  a 
boarding-house  in  Kensington.  In  deceased's  room  was 
found  a  bottle  labelled  "Hydrocyanic  acid — B.P.C. 
(Scheele's  strength) — Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Web,  Ltd., 
London  and  Liverpool  " — also  a  bottle  of  liquid  (probably 
chloral)  and  a  2-oz.  bottle  full  of  opium.  There  was  a 
smell  of  prussic  acid  in  the  stomach,  and  the  organs  had 
all  the  signs  indicative  of  prussic-acid  poisoning.  The 
name  had  been  torn  from  the  flyleaf  of  a  book  on  "  Materia 
Medica,"  found  on  the  bed,  but  on  one  page  was  written, 
"  J.  S.  L.,  Guy's  Hospital."  The  Coroner  said  the  evidence 
of  identification  was  incomplete,  and  the  inquiry  was  ad- 
inurned. — An  unusual  poisoning-case  is  reported  from 
Tanderagee,  co.  Armagh,  where  a  four-year-old  child, 
named  Kathleen  Cassidy,  succumbed  to  the  effects  of  eating 
coloured  chalks. — Mrs.  Holt,  of  Seacombe,  Liverpool, 
poisoned  herself  with  salt  of  lemon. 
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Grabe  IReport. 

NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  February  21. 

A MUCH  quieter  feeling  has  been  evident  in  drugs  and 
chemicals  this  week,  judging  by  the  expressions  of 
dealers  in  Mincing  Lane.  The  changes  in  values  are  few, 
the  most  important  among  fine  chemicals  being  an  advance 
in  phenacetin  and  chrysarobin,  which  were  not  entirely 
unexpected.  Crude  cocaine  has  risen  substantially,  and  it 
is  thought  an  advance  in  hydrochloride  cannot  be  long  de- 
ferred. Quinine  is  lifeless,  operators  waiting  the  outcome 
of  the  Amsterdam  bark-sales  to-day;  meanwhile  the  ship- 
ments from  Java  for  the  first  half  of  the  month  have 
again  been  heavy.  Citric  acid  is  very  firm.  Bromides  are 
unaltered,  but  foreign  makers  are  not  free  sellers.  Among 
drugs,  buchu  sells  steadily;  sarsaparilla  and  copaiba  con- 
tinue excessively  scarce.  Cod-liver  oil  is  hardening,  as 
the  fishing  is  not  making  the  progress  desired.  American 
peppermint  oil  is  unaccountably  slow.  Star-aniseed  oil  is 
dull  and  easy,  but  cassia  continues  very  scarce.  The 
changes  of  the  week  are  as  follows  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Chrysarobin 

Citric  acid 

Antimony 

"[singlass 

Cocaine 

Cod  liver  oil 

Oastor  oil 

(crude) 

(1  .mboge 

Quinine 

Coconut  oil 

Palm  oil 

(seconds) 

Phenacetin 

Soda  nitrate 

Shellac 

Arrivals. 

Among  the  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  which  have  arrived  at 
the  principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  Feb- 
ruary 13  to  20  inclusive  are  the  following:  Antimony  @ 
Hamburg),  683  cs.  ;  arsenic  (@  Barcelona),  51 ;  asafetida 
(@  Aden),  66;  balsam  copaiba  (@  Hamburg),  8  cs. ;  benzoin 
(@  Singapore),  50;  bird-lime  (@  Kobe),  560  cs. ;  bismuth  (@ 
Sydney),  8  bxs.,  ore  4  cks. ;  bleaching-powder  (@  Treport), 
55;  bromine  (@  Hamburg),  116;  buchu  (@  Cape  Town),  16; 
camphor,  (@  Foochow)  119  cs.,  309  cs.  in  tr.,  (@  Hong-Kong) 
40  bxs.;  camphor  oil  (@  Hamburg),  16;  carbolic  acid  (@ 
Rotterdam),  50;  cardamoms,  55;  chamomiles  (@  Ghent),  23; 
chaulmoogra  oil  (@  Calcutta),  6;  cinchona  (@  Colombo),  44; 
citric  acid,  40;  cloves  (@  Penang),  22  cs.  ;  coca-leaves  (@ 
Colombo),  26;  cochineal,  (@  Las  Palmas)  34.  (@  Pisco)  75; 
copper  sulphate  (@  Havre),  30  cs. ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Bor- 
deaux). 73;  cuscus,  10;  drugs  (@  Hamburg),  21;  essential 
oils.  (@  Hong-Kong)  20  cs.,  (@  Osten-d)  13;  eucalyptus  oil  (@ 
Melbourne),  97;  fennel-reed  (@  Salonica).  30;  fenugreek- 
seed  (@  Casablanca),  100  tons ;  gum  arabic  (@  Suez),  31 ; 
ipecacuanha,  (@  Bahia)  22  bis.,  (@  Rio)  5  ;  jalan  (@  Ham- 
burg)^ 19;  lactic  acid  (@  Boston),  50;  lime-juice  (@  Kingston, 
Jamaica),  20  pns.  ;  manna  (@  Palermo),  5  cs.  ;  milk-sugar  (@ 
Genoa),  100  cs.  ;  myrrh  (@  Aden),  58;  olibanum  (@  Aden), 
20;  opium  (@  Constantinople),  34;  orange-peel  ((Si,  Bremen), 
42;  — ^~<>rmint  oil  {(a),  Hamburg),  30;  pimento,  (@  Jamaica) 
121,  (@  Halifax)  275;  potass,  chlor.  (@  Gothenburg),  40; 
potass,  iodide  (@  Yokohama).  10  cs.  ;  roots,  (<@  Yokohama)  20, 
(@  Marseilles)  60;  saffron  ((&,  Malaga),  2  cs.  ;  sarsaparilla  {(a), 
New  York),  45;  soy  (@  Hong-Kong),  100;  tannic  acid  (@ 
Hamburg).  9;  tartaric  acid,  (@  Rotterdam)  34,  ((at,  Barcelona) 
91.1  wax,  Japanese,  25;  wax.  bees',  (@  Hamburg)  79  pkgs.,  ((h 
Rangoon)  10,  (@  Havre)  23  serons,  ((a),  St.  Malo)  6.  (@ 
Mogador)  37 ;  wine  lees,  (@  Messina)  362,  (@  Hamburg)  250. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Although  there  is  nothing  of  very  special  importance  to  be 
reported  as  regards  the  general  condition  of  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  the  pleasing  feature  that  the  all-round 


demand  is  not  only  well  maintained,  but.  if  anything,  is- 
slightly  on  the  increase,  must  be  noted.  This  latter  remark 
applies  especially  to  miscellaneous  products,  particularly  on 
homo  account.  Values  are  fcr  the  most  part  on  the  steady 
side. 

Alkali-produce. — In  this  branch  the  general  demand  is- 
fairly  brisk,  and  bleaching-powder  and  caustic  soda  are  re- 
ceiving more  attention  for  forward  account  for  export. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia,  although  still  only  quiet,  is  never- 
theless in  more  active  request,  and  some  good  shipments  have 
been  called  up  on  contract  account.  Present  nearest  figures: 
Beckton.  12/.  5s.  ;  Beckton  terms.  117.  17s.  M.  ;  London,  12/.  ;. 
Leith,  12/.  2s.  6cZ.  ;  and  Hull,  11/.  18s.  9(7.  to  12/. 

Bichromates  of  Potash  and  Soda  remain  steady  at  late 
figures,  and  are  in  good  request.  Bichromate  of  potash, 
English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  3^(7.  per  lb.,  less  2-^  per  cent- 
Glasgow,  and  for  export  3icZ.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b.  Glasgow. 
Bichromate  of  soda.  English  and  Scotch  deliveries,  3d.  per  lb.,, 
less  2i  per  cent.  Glasgow,  and  export  2^d.  per  lb.  net,  f.o.b^ 
Glasgow. 

Tin-products  continue  very  firm  in  tone,  and  deliveries  as- 
a  rule  are  subject  to  arrangement  of  time  and  cmantity. 
Chloride  of  tin  (crystals).  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.  Oxide  of 
tin,  specially  light  and  purest  qualitv.  continues  on  the  scarce- 
side,  and  nominal  figure  is  about  202/.  per  ton. 

Benzols  are  rather  on  the  quiet  side  at  present :  90  per  cent. 
lid.  to  ll^d.  per  gal.,  and  50  per  cent.,  ll^d.  to  Is.  per  sral. 

Lead-products  remain  very  steady  at  late  rates.  White 
acetate  of  lead,  33/.  15s.  per  ton.  Brown  acetate  of  lead,  27/. 
to  27/.  10s.  per  ton  ;  and  nitrate  of  lead,  34/.  per  ton,  all  less 
2j  per  cent.  Glasgow. 

Sulphocyanides,  although  a  shade  better  in  tone,  are  stilj 
flat.  Prices  are  without  variation:  potassium,  Id.  to  lid. 
ner  lb.  ;  ammonium,  95  per  cent.,  6L'Z.  to  64(7.  per  lb. ;  and! 
barium,  95  per  cent.,  3-4(7.  to  Z?d.  per  lb. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  February  20. 

Acid,  Oxalic. — Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  getting  forward1 
supplies  there  is  very  little  offering  at  44(7.  per  lb.  net. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  now  quoted  at  24s.  6d.  to  25s.  per  cwt.. 

Arsenic  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  firmly  held  at  34s.  to 
35s.  per  cwt. 

Beeswax. — The  sales  include  11  packages  at  7/.  per  cwt.  to 
11.  12s.  6t7.,  according  to  quality.  In  the  absence  of  arrivals- 
holders  are  firm. 

Castor  Oil. — In  the  absence  of  further  arrivals  the  market" 
for  good  seconds  Calcutta  continues  firm,  though  demand  is- 
quiet,  holders  asking  4(7.  to  4^(7.  per  lb.  For  shipment  a 
large  business  is  reported,  sellers  closing  firm  at  Ad.  Owing 
to  large  arrivals  of  first-pressure  French,  the  market  is  some- 
what easier  at  3?(7.  to  3?(Z.  per  lb.,  and  for  shipment  31/. 
to  32Z.  10s.,  f.o.b.  Marseilles,  is  ouoted. 

Coconut  Oil. — French  Cochin  is  again  dearer,  with  limited1 
quantities  at  4?s.  per  cwt.  net. 

Copaiba. — Genuine  Maranham  is  still  wanting.  The  faked 
article  continues  to  be  offered  at  low  prices  from  Hamburg. 

Fennel-seed. — Good  quality  is  wanting;  inferior  is  offered' 
at  19s.  to  21s.  per  cwt. 

Fenugreek  seeds  remain  firm  at  10s.  6(7.  to  lis.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Arabic. — Considerable  business  has  been  clone  in 
Soudan  sorts  up  to  32s.  6'Z.  per  cwt.,  at  which  figure  sellers  are 
now  firm.    There  are  no  indications  of  the  new  crop  at  present. 

Olive  Oil. — Owing  to  an  export  duty  having  been  placed' 
on  Ionian  oils,  shippers  are  again  asking  hicher  prices. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  continues  in  steady  demand  at  32Z.  15s. 
to  33Z.  per  ton. 

Turpentine  is  firmly  held  at  52s.  6(7.  to  53s.  per  cwt. 

Continental  Markets. 

Acetanilide. — The  demand  continues  good  both  for  hom©- 

and  export.  Production  appears  to  be  restricted,  owing  to 
the  high  price  of  raw  materials.  There  is  little  stock  in 
second-hands,  and  higher  prices  are  to  be  exnected. 

Bromides. — Quoting  the  "  Leipziger  Tageblatt,"  the 
"  Zeitschrift  des  Allgcm.  osterr.  Apotheker  Vereines "  ob- 
serves that  the  bromide-producing  potash-works,  headed  by 
the  United  Chemical  Factories  of  Leopoldshall,  disposes  of  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  German  production  of  bromides 
in  the  United  States,  where  for  several  vears  it  has  com- 
peted fiercely  with  the  local  producers.  While  all  efforts  at 
an  agreement  have  failed  chieflv  because  of  the  stubbornness- 
of  the  Americans,  a  frank  effort  is  now  being  made  to 
effect  a  rapprochement,  for  a  conference  of  representatives  of 
German  and  American  producers  is  to  take  place  in  London 
in  a  few  weeks,  when  it  is  hoped  that,  failing  an  agreement, 
at  least  a  basis  will  be  found  for  further  negotiations,  since 
both  sides  show  a  desire  for  peace.  [As  already  noted,  several 
meetings  have  taken  place  in  London  recently. — Ed.] 

Chrysarobin. — This  article,  which  was  quoted  not  long  ago 
at  9.50m.  per  kilo.,  is  now  worth  14m.  to  15m.  There  ia 
no  raw  material  available.    The  last  that  was  on  offer  (aboui 
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100  kilos.)  was  bought  at  the  top  prices,  but  now  no  more  can 
be  had  for  some  time. 

Citric  Acid. — With  the  news  that  frost  has  damaged  the 
lemon-crop  in  Sicily,  prices  have  been  advised  from  there 
for  citrate  of  lime  which  at  the  moment  do  not  find  accept- 
ance. Naturally  that  has  caused  citric  acid  to  tend  dis- 
tinctly upwards,  and  340m.  to  355m.  has  been  asked  for 
delivery.  But  the  strong  demand  has  ceased,  and  it  is  hard 
to  say  exactly  what  the  position  is.  Many  buyers  prefer  to 
adopt  a  waiting  policy. 

Cocaine  Hydrochloh.  has  become  firmer  because  of  an 
unexpected  brisk  demand  for  crude,  the  holders  of  which  are 
asking  substantially  higher  prices.  Most  of  it  appears  to  be 
taken  off  the  market  for  American  account,  as  was  the  case  at 
the  end  of  January,  when  about  20,000  kilos,  of  coca-leaves 
were  shipped. 

Glycerin. — With  the  continued  firm  position  of  this  article 
higher  prices  are  again  named.  The  market  for  raw  material 
continues  to  pi-ess  upwards,  so  that  the  glycerin-refiners  are 
obliged  to  follow  suit.  As  matters  go  the  prices  must  rise, 
even  taking  into  account  the  severe  competition  which  in- 
fluences values. 

Liquor.  Ammon.  Caust. — The  product  of  the  factories  is 
mostly  sold  for  delivery  over  long  periods,  so  that  at  the 
moment  but  little  of  the  article  can  be  got  for  prompt 
delivery.  It  is  being  offered  at  32m.  to  34m.  per  100  kilos, 
for  0.910  quality,  but  will  probably  go  higher. 

Japanese  Drug  and  Chemical  Markets. 

In  export  articles  iodine  and  iodides  have  declined 
slightly,  owing  to  the  absence  of  demand.  Potassium  iodide 
is  quoted  3.60  yen  per  lb.,  at  which  a  few  tons  has  changed 
hands.  Crude  iodine  is  quoted  3.50  yen  per  lb.  nominally. 
Aniseed  is  steady  at  6.20  yen  per  picul.'the  present  stock  being 
estimated  at  about  800  to  900  piculs.  Ginger  is  higher  at 
13.50  yen  per  picul.  Menthol  is  nominally  quoted  at  5.50  yen 
per  catty,  without  business.  Kuromoji  oil  is  offered  at 
1.50  yen  per  catty.  Peppermint  oil  is  steady  at  3.75  yen  per 
catty.  Among  imports,  acetanilide  is  steady  at  58  sen  per  lb. 
Citric  acid  is  higher  at  93  sen  per  lb.,  and  tartaric  acid  is 
also  higher  at  60  sen  per  lb.,  the  stock  being  light.  Bismuth 
subnitrate  is  weak  at  2.50  yen  per  lb.,  owing  to  the  heavy 
stocks.  Cocaine  remains  low  at  5.60  yen  per  oz.,  but  is  in 
good  demand.  Codeine  is  higher  at  6.00  yen  and  phosphate 
at  5.00  yen  per  oz.  Morphine  has  advanced  to  50  yen  to  51  yen 
per  lb.  Bromide  of  potassium  is  lifeless  at  43  sen  per  lb., 
the  stock  being  very  heavy.  Quinine  is  higher,  sulphate 
standing  at  39  sen  per  oz.  and  muriate  at  52  sen  per  oz. 
Santonin  has  again  advanced  5  per  cent.,  the  present  quota- 
tion being  21.00  yen  per  lb.,  and  the  stock  about  500  kilos. 


Acid,  Citric— English  is  very  firm  and  unaltered  at 
l's.  9c?.,  and  foreign  is  J,-c/.  dearer  at  1?.  85c/.,  a  good 
business  having  been  done  at  slightly  less. 

Aloes. — The  exports  from  Cape  Colony  during  December 
1906  amounted  to  61,282  lb.  valued  at  483/..  against  4,119  lb. 
valued  at  24?.  in  December  1905.  During  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  1906  the  exports  have  been  536,691  lb. 
valued  at  3,989/.  Thirty  boxes  of  Curacao  have  arrived 
in  London  this  week. 

Ammonia  Carbonate. — Although  no  change  is  anticipated, 
the  market  is  stiffening,  inasmuch  as  it  is  now  more  difficult 
to  obtain  the  same  rates  of  discount  as  those  prevailing  a 
few  weeks  ago.   Lump  is  3§c/,  and  powder  3Jc/.  per  lb. 

Antimony. — Regulus  is  unaltered  at  last  week's  easier 
prices  of  106/.  to  107/.  Crude  has  been  sold  at  52/.,  c.i.f. 
terms. 

Arsenic  rules  firm  at  from  33/.  to  35/.  per  ton  for  best 
English  powder. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — At  the  present  high  range  of  values 
and  the  scarcity  of  supplies  business  is  restricted  to 
deliveries  off  contracts  and  the  sale  of  single  packages. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  is  in  fair  demand  at  between  71.  and 
8/.  per  cwt.  Sales  of  low  thirds  have  also  been  made  at  4/. 
Palembang  remains  quiet  and  easy,  fair  seconds  being 
obtainable  at  40s.  Twenty-four  cases  of  Sumatra  have 
arrived. 

Buomides. — No  new  developments  have  occurred,  except 
that  as  a  result  of  the  recent  entente  the  German  and 
American  makers  are  by  no  means  anxious  for  business  at 
present  low  prices. 

BucHtj  is  firm  with  further  sales  of  fair  round  greenish 
ex  auction  at  from  9jcZ.  to  10c/.  per  lb. 

Camphor. — In  Japanese  refined  tablets  there  is  little  spot 


business  to  be  done  in  the  absence  of  supplies ;  2^-lb.  slabs 
have  been  sold  at  4?.  5gc/.,  spot. 

Canary-seed  is  firm  and  in  more  demand.  Fair  Spanish 
is  quoted  52.?.  6c/.  spot,  Turkish  has  been  sold  at  35s.,  both 
spot  and  c.i.f.,  and  La  Plata  at  34s.  6c/.,  c.i.f. 

Chrtsarobin. — Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  araroba.  a 
further  advance  has  taken  place  to  8s.  3c/.  per  lb.,  although 
the  principal  holder  requires  9s. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  during  the  first 
half  of  Februarv  amounted  to  703.300  Amst.  lb.,  against 
236.000  A.  lb.  last  year.  128X00  A.  lb.  in  1905.  and  386.000 
A.  lb.  in  1904. 

Cocaine. — The  crude,  which  was  quoted  about  a  month 
ago  at  180m.,  now  stands  at  250m.  per  kilo.,  and  in  conse- 
quence our  remarks  last  week  in  regard  to  an  advance  in 
hydrochloride  still  hold  good. 

Copper  Sulphate  has  eased  slightly  to  32/.  10*.  to  32/.  15s. 
per  ton  on  the  spot,  and  in  Liverpool  32/.  10s.  to  33/.  is 
quoted,  the  latter  from  first-hands. 

Cuttlefish-bone. — Good  bold  East  Indian  is  quoted  5^d. 
to  6c/.,  and  medium  3gcZ.  to  4cZ.  per  lb. 

Dragon's-blood. — Two  packages  of  good  bright  seedy 
lump  have  arrived. 

Ergot. — Russian  is  quoted  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  l^d.,  c.i.f.,  and 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  2£cZ.  on  the  spot. 

Gamboge. — Small  sales  of  fair  Siam  pipe  have  been  made 
at  16/.  10s.  per  cwt.,  and  rather  blocky  and  darker  ditto  at 
15/.  15s.    Market  is  firmer. 

Gum  Arabic. — The  firmer  tone  in  Soudan  gums  noted  last 
week  continues,  owing  to  the  scarcity,  and  a  fair  business 
has  been  done,  up  to  32s.  6c/.  having  been  paid  for  half-hard 
and  up  to  42s.  6c/.  for  good  pale.  The  tone  is  also  firmer  in 
the  producing-markets.  Senegal  gum  is  also  dearer,  sales 
having  been  made  at  23s.  6c/.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  Bordeaux,  for 
Bas  de  Fleuve  of  new  crop.  Trieste  picked  has  been  selling 
in  a  small  way  at  72s.  6cZ.  landed  terms  and  65s.  c.i.f. 
East  Indian  gums  are  easier  inclined,  with  sellers  of  No.  1 
Ghatti  at  34s.  and  No.  2  at  22s.  6c/.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Honey. — Yellowish  set  Honolulu  ex  auction  in  cases  has 
been  sold  at  19s.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s.  Danube  has  arrived  with  22  bales 
of  Minas  from  Bahia  and  five  bales  from  Rio.  From  Ham- 
burg, Cartagena  root  is  offered  at  from  6s.  3c/.  to  6s.  6c/.,  c.i.f . 

Isinglass. — At  auction  Brazil  was  in  good  supply  and 
sold  at  2c/.  to  3c/.  decline.  West  Indian  was  also  2c/.  to  3c/. 
cheaper.  Penang  was  unaltered,  but  common  small  and 
thin  brought  easier  prices.  Saigon  sold  at  full  rates,  and 
a  fair  quantity  of  Bombay  was  disposed  of,  including 
Karachi  leaf  at  a  decline  of  Id.,  gelatinous  pipe  2c/.  to  3c/. 
lower,  bladder  and  purse  being  steady. 

Myrrh. — Small  sales  of  fair  Aden  sorts  have  been  made 
privately  at  90s.  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  is  quoted  34/.  per  ton  for  firsts 
for  prompt  delivery  and  33/.  for  seconds ;  March,  32/.  10s. 
and  31/.  10s. ;  April,  31/.  and  30/. ;  May-June.  29/.  10s.  and 
28/.  10s.  ;  July-December,  28?.  15s.  and  27/.  15.?.  for  firsts 
and  seconds  respectively,  ex-wharf,  London. 

Oil,  Citronella,  is  cabled  dearer  from  Ceylon  at  Is.  10c/. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Reports  received  in  London  from 
various  principals  in  Norway  are  practically  all  to  the 
same  effect — that  the  fishing  is  not  making  the  progress 
that  was  anticipated,  on  account  of  the  stormy  weather. 
In  consequence  the  market  has  assumed  a  firmer  tendency, 
and  the  lowest  quotation  for  new  season's  (1907)  non- 
freszing  Norwegian  oil  is  now  68s.  6c/.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  early  and  forward  shipment ;  but  in  other  direc- 
tions 70s.  f.o.b.  is  asked.  At  the  moment,  the  demand  is 
only  trifling.    To-day  market  closes  firmer  again. 

Oils,  Essential. — Writing  in  regard  to  Lemon  oil,  a 
Messina  firm  of  essential-oil  manufacturers  controvert  the 
statement  made  in  our  issue  of  February  9  (page  239)  as  to 
the  crop  being  350,000  lb.  less  than  last  year.  On  the 
contrary,  they  state  that  this  year's  crop  is  turning  out 
considerably  larger  than  that  of  last  year,  and  the  actual 
advance  in  price  is,  without  doubt,  due  to  speculation. 
Quotations  from  Messina  vary  from  4s.  4grf.  to  4s.  8c/., 
c.i.f.,  but  these  prices  would  probably  be  shaded  for  for 
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ward  shipment.  In  well-informed  quarters  it  is  thought 
present  high  prices  of  lemon  oil  are  not  justifiable,  and 
those  consumers  who  can  afford  to  wait  would  do  well  to 
defer  their  purchases  until  later  in  the  season,  as  the  crop 
which  is  now  being  gathered  is  proving  better  than  what 
was  anticipated.  Star-aniseed  oil  is  quiet,  with  a  small 
business  at  from  5s.  5d.  to  5s.  6d.  spot,  according  to  quan- 
tity. Cassia  oil  still  remains  very  scarce  ;  80  to  85  per  cent, 
c.a.  is  quoted  5s.  6d.  spot,  while  75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent, 
has  been  sold  at  4s.  lid.,  and  70  to  75  per  cent,  at  4s.  Wd. 
White  essential  Camphor  oil  is  quoted  80s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f ; 
offers  from  Japan  for  1907  are  said  to  be  unobtainable. 
A  camphor-oil  substitute  is  being  largely  dealt  in.  Ameri- 
can Pennyroyal  is  said  to  be  unobtainable  at  present,  as  the 
crop  is  practically  a  failure.  Geranium  oils  are  firm, 
Turkish  offering  at  8s.  6d.,  Algerian  at  13-s.  6d.,  Bourbon  at 
12s.,  and  French  at  from  32s.  9d.  to  53s.  per  lb.  Origanum 
(red  thyme)  is  firmer  at  at  4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  pure,  and  all 
qualities  of  Neroli  have  been  advanced,  Bigarade  offering 
at  19s.  per  oz.  Peppermint  oil  continues  extremely  quiet, 
and  the  demand  for  American  oils  this  season  has  by  no 
means  been  up  to  expectations  so  far.  Prices  at  which 
actual  business  could  be  done  are  therefore  a  matter  of 
negotiation  between  buyer  and  seller.  There  are  no  out- 
and-out  offers  of  American  H.G.H.  at  last  week's  "  without 
reserve "  prices,  13s.  6d.  being  named  as  the  lowest. 
Japanese  dementholised  is  steady  at  6s.  l^d.  to  6s.  3d.  spot. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed  is  dearer  at  22s.  3d.  in  pipes, 
and  22s.  6d.  in  barrels.  Coconut  is  firm  at  43s.  for  Ceylon 
and  46s.  for  Cochin  on  the  spot.  Bape  is  also  firm  at  29s.  6d. 
to  30s.  for  ordinary  brown  and  32s.  6c?.  for  refined.  Crude 
Cottonseed  is  steady  at  25s.  3d.  and  refined  at  26s.  9<7.  to 
28s.  Turpentine  is  also  steady  at  51s.  3d.  for  American 
on  spot,  and  Russian  Petroleum  is  quoted  at  6±d.  to  6fr/., 
American  at  6|(Z.  to  6gr/.,  and  water-white  7%d.  to  l7&d. 
per  gal. 

Olibanum. — The  new  crop,  as  stated  in  our  issue  of  Febru- 
ary 2.  has  proved  to  be  mostly  of  common  quality  for  which 
there  is  little  demand.  Pale  drop  is  very  scarce  and  wanted 
on  the  spot. 

Opium  remains  firm,  but  not  much  business  is  being  done 
in  London  as  most  of  the  desirable  Turkish  qualities  have 
been  taken  up  by  manufacturers.  Soft-shipping  descrip- 
tions are  now  scarce,  sales  having  been  made  at  full  values 
for  seconds.  Persian  is  more  inquired  for,  with  sales  at 
from  10s.  3d.  to  lis.  per  lb.  for  8.75-per-cent.  to  10-per-cent. 
morphine. 

Smyrna,  February  8.— Market  has  been  quiet  this  week, 
but  owing  to  the  late  frost,  which  it  is  now  ascertained  has 
done  much  damage  to  the  poppy,  sellers  maintain  a  very 
firm  attitude,  and  do  not  approach  buyers.  The  only  sales  are 
five  cases  Karahissar  for  England  and  five  Yerli  ditto  at  high 
prices  for  the  Continent. 

Smyrna,  February  9.— Market  is  quiet  and  unaltered  at 
last  week's  quotations  The  sales  amount  to  ten  cases,  com- 
prising five  cases  choice  Karahissar  t.q.  at  the  equivalent  of 
9s.  lOtf.,  one  case  current  Ycrli  t.q.  at  10s.  2d.,  and  four 
cases  ditto  at  from  10.?.  3(7.  to  10s.  8d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  European 
Inn*/'  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  since  June  1  amount  to 
3,094  cases,  against  1,438  cases  at  the  same  date  of  last  year. 

Phenacetin.—  Another  advance  of  3d.  per  lb.  has  been 
made,  which  now  brings  bottom  lots  of  B.P.  powder  or 
crystals  in  1-cwt.  lots  to  2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  up  to  2s  10rf  beino- 
quoted  for  14-lb.  lots.  ' 

Quinine.— In  view  of  the  Amsterdam  auction  of  bark 
to-day  there  has  been  no  desire  on  the  part  of  speculators 
to  operate,  and  values  have  been  more  or  less  nominal  at 
did.,  with  buyers  at  9cZ.  for  the  usual  brands  of  German 
sulphate. 

tt  During  the  ten  months  ended  December  1906  the  exports  of 
quinine,  quinine-salts,  and  combinations"  from  Germanv 

amounted  to  139,900  kilos.,  valued  at  4,477,000m. 
Rhubarb. — About  40  cases  were  sold  last  week  including 

the  auction-sales,  the  private  transactions  comprising  fair 

medium  round  Canton  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Sarsapartlla. — In  Mexican  root  a  fair  business  is  being 
done  mostly  on  c.i.f.  terms,  and  on  the  spot  5|d.  is  asked. 
Lima- Jamaica  in  second  hands  is  held  at  3s.  6c?.,  and  fair 
red  native  at  2s.  per  lb.  Eight  bales  of  Lima-Jamaica  and 
8  bales  of  yellow  native  Jamaica  have  arrived,  and  a  small 
parcel  of  grey  is  close  at  hand. 


Senega  is  selling  rather  more  freely  at  the  higher  prices 
noted  last  week — namely,  2s.  Id.  to  2s.  2d.  net  on  spot. 

Shellac. — The  shipments  from  Calcutta  for  the  half- 
month  proved  heavier  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  with 
a  slight  reduction  in  the  Calcutta  rupee  price,  the  spot 
market  has  ruled  dull  and  easier.  Sales  were  effected  in 
T.N.  Orange  at  the  close  of  last  week  on  a  basis  of  215s. 
for  fair,  but  214s.  is  now  the  basis  price,  at  which  small 
sales  are  being  made.  Fine  Orange  has  been  sold  at  250s. 
spot,  the  range  of  these  qualities  being  from  244s.  to  255s. 
A.C.  Garnet  is  steady  at  195s.  spot  and  195s.  c.i.f.,  and 
G.A.L.  190s.  spot. 

Soda  Nitrate. — Ordinary  quality  is  quoted  lis.  3d.  and 
refined  12s.,  while  Liverpool  is  3d.  firmer  at  lis.  6d.  for 
ordinary  and  12s.  for  refined. 

Spices. — At  auction  Ginger  was  firm ;  250  barrels  were 
offered,  of  which  13  sold  at  80s.  for  fair  washed.  Of  Cochin 
107  cases  offered,  of  which  8  sold,  including  small  and 
medium  native  cut  at  54s.  Washed  rough  Cochin,  slightly 
wormy,  realised  35s.  ;  dull  Calicut  rough,  32s.  ;  brown 
cuttings,  32s.  ;  and  cut  tips,  42s.  6d.  to  45s.  Privately  there 
is  a  steady  demand  for  Cochin,  including  sales  at  33s.  to 
34s.  for  D's,  36s.  6d.  for  washed,  and  35s.  for  wormy.  At 
auction  300  bags  Aleppy  Pepper  were  offered,  and  bought 
in  at  5g(7.  for  fully  fair.  Privately  the  market  for  Singa- 
pore continues  inactive,  with  sellers  of  fair  at  5(7.,  being 
easier.  For  February-April  shipment  there  are  sellers  at 
4f^rf.  and  April-Juae  at  4§(Z.,  c.i.f.,  d/w.  At  auction  82  bags- 
good  Muntok  White  Pepper  were  offered,  and  bought  in  at 
7^d.  Privately  the  market  is  quiet,  fair  Singapore  offering 
on  the  spot  at  6g(Z.  For  arrival  business  has  been  done  for 
March-May  shipment  at  6§r/.,  c.  f.  and  i.,  d/w,  and  further 
buyers.  Nutmegs  were  quiet;  20  packages  West  Indian 
sold,  134  to  the  pound,  5d.  ;  106,  6d.  ;  bruised  107,  5^d. ; 
wormy  and  partly  mouldy,  118  to  117,  5^cZ.  to  5^d.  ;  defec- 
tive, 3£(Z.  to  4-gd. ;  in  shell,  3§cZ.  Mace  was  firm,  ordinary 
W.I.  selling  at  Is.  5d.  and  broken  Is.  Id.  Fair  Mombasa 
Chillies  were  taken  out  at  23s.  per  cwt.  At  auction  20  bags 
good  bright  Amboyna  Cloves  sold  at  9-J,-cZ.  per  lb.,  being 
steady ;  and  of  399  bales  Zanzibar,  100  bales  damp  sold  at 
Id. ;  159  bales  stems  were  bought  in  at  3^d.  Privately 
Zanzibar  old  import  on  the  spot  is  quoted  7§(Z.  for  fair,  and 
for  arrival  new  crop  for  September-November  and  October- 
December  shipment  has  been  sold  at  6-^gd.  to  6§(7.,  c.i.f. 
d/w;  for  delivery,  business  has  been  on  a  small  scale,  in- 
cluding March-May  at  l-fgd.  to  7§(7.,  and  June-August  7|rf. 
to  md.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees'. — The  sales  include  palish  Egyptian  block  at 
61.  15s.  per  cwt.,  being  steady. 


The  Turpentine  Combine. 

A  despatch  from  the  Savannah  correspondent  of  the  "  New 
York  Commercial,"  dated  February  5.  states  that  the  national 
Government  is  about  to  inquire  into  the  workings  ef  the  Tur- 
pentine Trust.  Subpoenas  have  gone  out  for  the  most  pro- 
minent men  in  the  naval  stores  business.  The  trade  is  on 
the  qui  rirc  in  anticipation  of  what  is  to  be  developed  at  the 
hearing  before  the  grand  jury. 

Japanese  Iodine. 

The  high  prices  which  have  ruled  for  several  months  past 
in  Japan  have  considerably  hampered  the  export,  the  demand 
having  been  for  the  home  market  only.  Holders  in  the  in- 
terior are  now  willing  to  sell  at  a  low  price  in  order  to  dispose 
of  their  stock.  The  market  has,  therefore,  declined  to  some 
extent,  and  transactions  are  now  being  made  for  export  at 
prices  ranging  from  3.65  yen  to  3.60  yen  per  lb.  for  iodide  of 
potassium.  It  seems  that  unless  holders  further  reduce  the 
price  by  5  to  10  per  cent,  business  will  be  only  small.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  stock  of  crude  iodine  in  the  interior  is  not 
heavy.  The  exports  of  potassium  iodide  during  the  past  four 
years  have  been  as  follows  : 

Quantitv.  Value. 

1903    29,7531b.  101,174  yen 

1904    69,1761b.  268,800  yen 

1905    57,5331b.  266,288  yen 

1906    24,779  1b.  85,455  yen 

Ceylon  Cardamoms. 

In  the  course  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Matale  Planters' 
Association  of  Ceylon  it  is  stated  "that,  although  the  carda- 
mom-crop suffered  greatly  from  drought  last  year,  the  product 
shows  a  wonderful  revival  in  price — due  to  the  great  and 
increasing  demand  for  the  "green-cured"  article  for  the 
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Indian  market.  The  people  of  India  have  evidently  awakened 
to  the  obvious  fact  that  the  green-cured  fruit  possesses 
■markedly  greater  flavour  and  aromatic  properties  than  the 
fioaked  and  sulphured  article  demanded  by  fashion.  If  the 
London  buyers  and  consumers  do  not  awake  to  the  same  know- 
ledge, London  will  very  soon  find  a  dearth  of  cardamoms  in 
its  market,  for  already  India  takes  as  much  of  our  crop  as 
London.  A  peculiarity  about  this  year's  crop  is — in  some 
■districts  at  least — that  the  "old  stools"  are  cropping  well, 
while  the  younger  stools  are  doing  comparatively  badly." 

Sicilian  Sulphur. 

According  to  advices  from  Messina,  dated  February  6,  the 
"Consorzio"  have  left  prices  unaltered  since  the  middle  of 
December.  The  shipments  of  crude  and  refined  sulphur  from 
Sicily  during  January  amounted  to  17,524  tons,  or  23,171  tons 
less  than  in  1905,  and  for  the  twelve  months  the  shipments 
have  been  387,4?2  tons,  or  68,723  tons  less  than  in  1905,  leaving 
-stocks  at  all  shipping  ports  in  Sicily  at  the  end  of  December 
estimated  at  523  992  tons,  or  an  increase  of  64,366  tons  as  com- 
pared with  1905.  Of  the  above  decrease  in  exports  during 
1906,  about  30,000  tons  belong  to  the  United  States  and 
Canada.  The  exports  to  these  countries  were  41,266  tons  in 
1906,  against  71,399  tons  in  1905  and  104.729  tons  in  1904.  Thus 
shipments  to  the  United  States  an-d  Canada  show  a  falling-off 
of  63.000  tons  in  two  years  onlv.  The  "  Consorzio,"  having 
■since  last  August  declined  to  sell  sulphur  for  shipment  to  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  it  looks  as  if  the  decrease  will 
become  greater  this  year.  The  remainder  of  the  decline  in 
shipments  during  1906  belong  to  the  wine-growing  countries. 
This  consumption  depends  much  upon  the  weather,  and  is 
therefore  subject  to  fluctuations.  The  "  Consorzio "  will 
probably  find  it  necessary  shortly  to  take  steps  to  balance 
■production  and  consumption,  and  thus  prevent  the  danger  of 
a  crisis  which  might  develop  later  in  consequence  of  the  closing 
■of  the  American  market. 

An  advice  from  another  Messina  source,  dated  February  1, 
states  that,  excluding  exports  to  U.S.A.  (which  can  no  longer 
be  reckoned  upon),  the  total  exports  to  other  countries  (com- 
prising only  298.400  tons  in  1902)  increased  in  1906  to 
351,300  tons.  This  shows  the  consumption  of  brimstone  has 
'largely  increased,  while  the  production,  in  spite  of  high  prices, 
remains  stationarv.  It  seems,  therefore,  only  a  question  of 
time  to  see  the  balance  (which  for  the  time  being  is  disturbed 
by  the  advent  of  the  Louisiana  mines)  adjusted.  Onlv  abso- 
lute necessity  will  induce  the  "  Consorzio  "  to  adopt  forcible 
measures  in  order  to  reduce  production.  They  would  certainly 
prefer  to  sell  nart  of  their  stock  at  a  nominal  price,  but  only 
-to  such  manufacturers  as  would  discard  pvrites.  So  far  no 
agreement  with  Mr.  Frasch  has  been  concluded,  as  the  pro- 
visional board  of  directors  of  the  "Consorzio"  have  not  the 
necessary  powers  until  March.  Exports  to  the  U.S.A.  are 
still  forbidden,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  doubt  about 
the  alleged  offers  of  American  brimstone  in  Europe.  In  any 
case  it  is  to  the  interest  of  all  parties  to  avoid  a  conflict  which 
would  certainly  break  out  if  Mr.  Frasch  tried  to  undersell  the 
11  Consorzio  "  in  Europe. 

The  following  figures  show  the  exports  from  Sicily  to  the 
principal  countries  from  1903  to  1906: 


"United  States  ... 

France   

Italy   

United  Kingdom 
Russia  ... 

Portugal  

Germiny 

Austria  

'Greece,  Turkey 

Belgium  

'Scandinavia 

Spain   

Holland  

Other  countries 


1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

Tons 

155,996 

100,680 

70,332 

41,283 

74  372 

103  042 

96. 170 

67,536 

45.572 

79  619 

99,633 

79,519 

19.210 

18.108 

18  847 

20,883 

15,068 

15,141 

16  673 

16,181 

14,064 

8.373 

13  196 

12,302 

32.553 

31,613 

28  319 

34.967 

17.926 

23,374 

25,111 

22.756 

22,133 

25,376 

25,069 

£6.560 

15,233 

13,627 

14,442 

13,940 

28.292 

20.120 

18,288 

21,608 

4,099 

4,036 

2  478 

3,120 

5,157 

8,122 

4,425 

5,539 

25.833 

24,487 

23,277 

21,238 

475,508 

475,718 

456,260 

387,432 

Sicilian  Citrate  of  Lime. 

H.M.  Consul  at  Palermo  (Mr.  S.  J.  A.  Churchill)  has 
■written  a  report  of  a  visit  to  the  citrate-of-limc  factory  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Hamnett,  of  Palermo.  Mr.  Churchill  describes 
•the  process  of  manufacture  fully,  and  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  subject  can  see  the  report  at  the  Commercial  Intelli- 
gence Branch  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  73  Basinghall  Street, 


London,  E.C.  The  factory  produces  about  three  tons  a  day 
in  the  busy  season.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Sturge,  of  Mont- 
serrat,  visited  Sicily  some  years  ago  and  went  into  the 
subject,  successfully  erecting  a  plant  for  tho  manufacture 
of  citrate  of  lime  in  the  West  Indies  on  his  return.  The  plant 
erected  for  Mr.  Hamnett  was  from  the  specifications  of 
Messrs.  Bennett  &  Jenner,  of  Stratford.  The  chalk  formerly 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  citrate  of  lime  was  imported  from 
the  United  Kingdom ;  of  recent  years,  however,  calcined  and 
ground  marble  refuse  from  the  province  of  Venice,  being 
landed  in  Palermo  at  cheaper  rates,  has  supplanted  British 
chalk. 

Platinum. 

According  to  a  report  issued  by  the  Hanau  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  last  year  showed  a  rapid  advance  in  the  price  of 
platinum,  the  value  rising  from  about  2,900m.  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  to  some  5,000m.  per  kilo,  towards  the  end. 
Up  to  1888  the  prices  of  platinum  fluctuated  between  750m. 
and  950m.  At  the  end  of  1889  prices  began  to  advance,  and 
in  some  months  reached  a  level  of  2,400m.,  only  to  fall  as 
rapidly  to  800m.  per  kilo.  The  highest  prices  in  tho  following 
years  were  as  follows : 


1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


1,100m. 
1,300m. 
1,400m. 
1,500m. 
1,600m. 
1,650m. 
2,000m. 


1899 
1900 
1901 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 


2,200m. 
2,400m. 
2,600m. 
2,500m. 
2.650m. 
2,900m. 
5,000m. 


The  rapid  rise  in  recent  years  may  be  attributed  to  various 
causes.  The  supply  of  platinum  from  Russia  appears  to  be 
giving  out,  the  best  mines  have  become  less  valuable,  poorer 
districts  have  now  to  be  exploited,  and  as  wages  are  higher 
prices  have  naturally  advanced.  Labour  in  the  Ural  com- 
mands a  much  better  price  since  the  opening  of  the  Siberian 
railway,  and  during  the  revolutionary  disturbances  a  sub- 
stantial increase  had  to  be  given  in  order  to  avoid  strikes;  in 
spite  of  this,  there  is  a  scarcity  of  labour.  Tho  consumption 
of  platinum  was  greater  in  1905  than  in  former  years;  tho 

S reduction  could  not  be  increased,  and  last  year  the  disparity 
etween  demand  and  supply  was  even  more  marked.  As 
mine  owners  recognised  that  by  this  scarcity  consumers  who 
had  only  small  supplies  to  draw  upon  would  be  obliged  to 
accept  any  terms  that  were  offered,  an  almost  incredible  riso 
in  Russian  platinum  set  in.  Present  prices  are  at  about 
5,000m.  per  kilo.,  and  there  is  certainly  no  signs  of  a  possible 
reaction,  says  the  report.  So  far  as  can  be  judged,  there  will 
also  be  a  scarcity  during  this  year. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  February  19  : — Severe  cold  weather  prevails  in 
the  producing  districts  and  large  buyers  of  opium  are  unable 
to  purchase  owing  to  the  tenacity  of  holders.  An  advance 
is  expected. 

Amsterdam,  February  21  : — At  the  auction  of  cinchona 
held  here  to-day  7,742  packages  (weighing  715,804  kilos., 
and  containing  39,062  kilos,  quinine  sulphate)  were  offered, 
as  compared  with  7,493  packages  (containing  36,119  kilos, 
quinine  sulphate)  offered  on  January  17.  Of  the  above 
7,742  packages,  7,482  packages  sold  at  an  average  unit  of 
6.25c.  per  half-kilo.,  as  compared  with  6.78c.  per  half-kilo, 
paid  at  the  auction  on  January  17.  The  following  were 
the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  purchased  by  the 
principal  buyers  :  (1)  The  English  and  American  factories, 
10,695  kilos.  ;  (2)  the  Brunswick  factory,  4,234  kilos. ; 
(3)  the  Mannheim  factory,  7,206  kilos. ;  (4)  the  Amsterdam 
factory,  4,020  kilos.;  (5)  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  fac- 
tories, 2,460  kilos. ;  (6)  various  buyers,  9,149  kilos.  The 
lowest  price  paid  for  manufacturing  bark  was  12Jc.  per 
half-kilo.,  and  the  highest  67^c,  while  for  pharmaceutical 
bark  from  llgc.  to  40^0.  was  paid.  The  fifty-seven  packages 
coca-leaves  sold  at  from  37c.  to  40c. 


Much  sympathy  was  expressed  on  'Change  to-day  when  it 
became  known  that  Mr.  Joseph  Helfenstein,  one  of  the 
managers  of  Messrs.  R.  W.  Greeff  &  Co.,  Eastcheap,  E.C, 
was  one  of  the  passengers  on  the  ill-fated  Berlin,  which  was 
wrecked  off  the  Dutch  coast  on  Thursday  morning  with  all  on 
board.  Mr.  Helfenstein,  who  was  undertaking  a  business 
visit  to  Amsterdam,  was  about  thirty-three  years  old,  and  had 
been  with  his  firm  for  some  twelve  years.  He  was  a  regular 
attendant  on  'Change,  where  his  unfailing  courtesy  and 
readiness  to  impart  information  were  much  appreciated.  He 
leaves  a  widow  and  two  children.  Messrs.  R.  W.  Greeff  &  Co. 
received  a  wire  late  Thursday  night  saying  that  four  (un- 
named) are  saved. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. -Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
Publication  of  letters  does  not  imply  our  agreement  with  the 
arguments  or  approval  of  the  statements  therein.  If  queries 
are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can  only 
answer  on  subjects  presumably  of  interest  to  our  readers 
generally.  Letters  received  after  the  early  posts  on  Wednes- 
day cannot  as  a  rule  be  dealt  with  in  the  current  week's  issue. 

BUSINESS  INFORMATION.— We  have  very  full  records  of 
the  makers  or  agents  for  articles  and  products  connected 
with  the  chemical  and  drug  trades,  and  supply  information 
respecting  them  by  post  to  inquirers.  Inquiries  regarding 
any  articles  which  cannot  be  traced  in  this  manner  are  in- 
serted under  "  Information  Wanted." 


A  Professor's  Testimony. 
Sir, — It  gives  me  pleasure  to  see  that  our  graduates  and 
.■students  appreciate  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  and  "  The 
Art  of  Dispensing."  Our  students  find  "  The  Art  of  Dis- 
pensing "  to  be  of  great  help  to  them,  and  although  we  have 
double  copies  in  the  College  Library  they  still  get  it  for 
themselves.  We  are  thinking  of  requiring  our  first-year 
students  to  pass  an  examination  on  "  Practice  of  Phar- 
macy "  before  entering  the  senior  year,  based  on  "  The  Art 
■of  Dispensing."  As  soon  as  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
reaches  me  it  is  placed  at  the  College  Pharmacy,  where  the 
pharmacy  students  read  it,  and  they  like  it. 

Yours  truly, 

Beirut,  Syria,  February  8.  T.  Ladakis. 

Early  Closing. 
Sir, — I  read  with  interest  and  surprise  of  an  Early- 
closing  Act  at  Melbourne.  The  only  thing  now  must  be  to 
pass  a  Bill  to  compel  all  human  ailments  to  respect  the  Act 
fcy  keeping  away  from  poor  mortals  during  prohibited  hours. 
I  really  do  not  know  that  chemists  and  drug-stores  keep 
open  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  administer  to  these 
ailments,  though  it  is  sometimes  difficult  at  a  glance  in  the 
window  to  distinguish  between  a  chemist  and  a  barber. 
The  defence  of  the  solicitor  in  asking  for  a  permit  for 
people  to  come  for  medicinal  remedies  is  a  grand  one.  It 
also  might  be  as  well  to  specify  at  what  hour  the  different 
•complaints  and  accidents  should  occur,  and  police  ordered 
to  arrest  any  toothaches,  neuralgia,  coughs  and  colds,  faint- 
ings,  fits,  cuts,  bruises,  microbes,  etc.,  during  Sundays, 
Bank  Holidays,  and  after  9  p.m.  on  week-days.  The  Act 
ought  to  be  that  one  such  shop  should  be  open  in  turn  on  all 
•days  and  at  all  hours. 

Yours  obediently, 
Eochester.  Augustus  Kent. 

West  Indian  Lemongrass  Oil. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letter  in  your  issue  of  February  9 
from  Mr.  H.  E.  Burgess,  we  are  glad  to  note  that  our 
observations  are  confirmed  by  him  as  to  the  low  percentage 
of  citral  in  some  samples  of  West  Indian  lemongrass  oil. 
We  have  examined  samples  containing  only  70  per  cent,  of 
aldehydes.  We  are  convinced  that  the  usual  method  of 
determination,  an  arbitrary  one,  is  likely  to  give  varia- 
tions under  different  conditions.  It  is,  therefore,  impera- 
tive that  analysts  both  in  this  country  and  abroad  should 
adopt  the  same  method  of  procedure  in  all  cases  in  order  to 
■obtain  identical  results.  In  our  hands  the  neutral  sodium- 
sulphite  method  recommended  by  Burgess  gives  lower  re- 
sults than  the  bisulphite  one,  and  there  is  certainly  less 
possibility  of  other  substances  being  absorbed.  But, 
although  the  end  reaction  is  fairly  definite,  we  do  not  find 
the  separation  so  clear.  We  are  inclined  to  favour  the 
titration  of  the  alkali  liberated,  the  process  adopted  in  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  determination  of  citral 
in  lemon  oil. 

Mr.  Parry's  letter  in  last  week's  issue  strikingly  confirms 
our  contention  that  the  high  percentage  of  aldehydes 
absorbed  by  sodium-bisulphite  solution  from  certain  lemon-  I 


grass  oils  of  low  specific  gravity  cannot  be  entirely  citral, 
taking  into  consideration  the  density  of  the  unabsorbed 
portion.  Yours  taithfully, 

John  C.  TJmnet. 
Southwark,  S.E.,  February  19.        C.  T.  Bennett. 

Cinchona. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  February  2  "  Xrayser  "  has  an 
interesting  note  on  cinchona.  As  he  remarks  that  it  is 
difficult  to  glean  anything  worth  adding  to  the  story  of  its 
introduction  into  Europe  as  told  in  "  Pharmacographia," 
perhaps  the  following  extract  from  John  Evelyn's  "  Diary  " 
will  appeal  to  him  and  others  interested  in  drug  lore  : 

INovember  29,  1694. — "I  visited  the  Marquiss  of  Nor- 
manby,  and  had  much  discourse  concerning  K.  Cha.  II 
being  poison'd.  Also  concerning  the  quinquina  which  tho 
physicians  would  not  give  to  the  King,  at  a  time  when  in  a 
dangerous  ague  it  was  the  only  thing  that  could  cure  him 
(out  of  envy  Decause  it  had  ben  (sic)  brought  into  vogue  by 
Mr.  Tudor,  an  apothecary),  till  Dr.  Short,  to  whom  tho 
King  sent  to  know  his  opinion  of  it  privately,  he  being 
reputed  a  Papist  (but  who  was  in  truth  a  very  honest  good 
Christian)  sent  word  to  the  King  that  it  was  the  only  thing 
which  could  save  his  life,  and  then  the  King  injoin'd  his 
physicians  to  give  it  to  him,  which  they  did,  and  he  re- 
covered." 

"  Being  asked  by  this  Lord  why  they  would  not  prescribe 
it.  Dr.  Lower  said  it  would  spoil  their  practice,  or  somo 
such  expression,  and  at  last  confessed  it  was  a  remedy  fit 
only  for  Kings." 

"Xrayser"  mentions  that  fabulous  prices  were  paid  for 
cinchona  on  its  introduction.  Fifty  years  after  Evelyn  had 
written  the  above — that  is  between  1740  and  1750 — the  price 
had  become  reasonable.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Hawick 
Archaeological  Society  a  paper  was  read  on  "Festive 
Funerals,"  dealing  with  the  social  customs  which  obtained 
at  funerals  in  Scotland  during  the  eighteenth  century.  The 
title  would  almost  imply  a  drug-bill  of  some  kind  on  the 
part  of  the  individual  who  had  given  rise  to  the  occasion, 
and  in  one  instance  it  was  quoted.  Among  the  items  was 
one  : 

One  ounce  Jesuit's  Powder,  0  3  0. 
Three  shillings  an  ounce  for  pulv.  cinchon.  seems  a  good 
price,  but  then  it  was  three  shillings  Scots  equivalent  to 
threepence  sterling.  Even  after  allowing  for  the  difference 
in  purchasing  value  of  money,  that  does  not  appear  to  be  out 
of  the  way.  Yours  faithfully, 

Hawick.  W.  A.  Munro. 

The  Question  of  Food. 

Sir, — In  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  for  February  9 
"Xrayser"  might  have  carried  his  conclusions  on  meat- 
eating  (by  which  I  presume  he  means  flesh-eating)  a  little 
further,  and  instead  of  stopping  at  one  flesh  meal  a  day, 
eliminated  it  from  his  bill  of  fare  altogether.  I  often  think 
that  the  question  of  food  is  of  special  interest  to  chemists. 
It  stands  to  reason  that  with  their  long  hours  and  few  oppor- 
tunities of  exercise  in  the  open  air,  they  cannot  with 
impunity  eat  so  grossly  as  an  outdoor  worker.  It  therefore 
behoves  them  to  see  that  what  they  do  eat  is  nourishing, 
easily  digested,  and  wholesome.  And  what  foods  answer 
those  requirements  better  than  the  fruits  of  the  earth  that 
Nature  so  bountifully  provides  ?  Why  should  we  eat  our 
food  second-hand,  instead  of  going  direct  to  Nature  for  it? 
Why  put  up  with  tuberculosed  beef,  chemically  preserved 
butter,  glucose-preserved  fruit,  or  dephosphated  anaemic 
bread,  when  good  pure  food  is  to  be  had  in  abundance,  and 
at  less  cost  than  the  faked  article  ?  Let  us  leave  these 
doctored  dainties  and  slaughterhouse  titbits  to  our  cus- 
tomers. The  more  they  eat  of  them,  the  better — for  us. 
Let  us  eschew  all  flesh  meats,  eat  carefully,  and  we  shall  find 
to  begin  with  that  much  less  food  is  required,  our  health 
will  be  improved;  work,  instead  of  being  a  burden,  will  be 
a  pleasure ;  our  outlook  on  the  world  will  be  brighter  and 
happier ;  and,  for  the  economically  inclined,  our  expenditure 
will  be  less.  I  am,  yours,  etc., 

Fructus.  (34/59.) 

Deniges'  Test. 
Sir, — Since  my  first  acquaintance  with  this  test,  which 
was  through  the  medium  of  your  "  Corner  for  Students," 
I  have  used  it  for  the  detection  of  the  presence 
or  absence  of  citrates.  The  test  crops  up  periodi- 
cally, and  again  in  the  last  report  [C.  <L-  D.,  January  26, 
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p.  104),  where  Dr.  Dobbin  recommends  students  to  try  it 
on  citrates  and  tartrates.  I  may  add  oxalates  to  these  for 
the  guidance  and  warning  of  students,  as  oxalates  respond 
in  the  same  way  as  citrates  in  giving  a  white  precipitate, 
which,  like  that  of  the  former,  is  soluble  in  excess  of 
ammonium  hydroxide.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  to 
eliminate  oxalates  or  ensure  their  complete  decomposition 
by  permanganate  before  applying  the  test.  It  should  also 
be  noted  if  the  citrate  is  present  as  an  insoluble  salt  or 
in  an  iron  scale  compound,  that  it  is  desirable  to  get  it  as 
a  soluble  alkaline  citrate,  say  of  sodium  or  potassium,  and 
ensure  that  the  alkalinity  of  the  filtrate  has  been  nullified 
before  the  application  of  the  succeeding  reactions.  It  may 
also  be  desirable  to  call  attention  to  the  method  for  preparing 
this  reagent.  That  prescribed  is  not  the  best  in  the  opinion 
of  the  writer.  The  following  answers  all  purposes  and, 
given  a  good  flue  and  the  usual  accessories  of  a  student's 
chemical  workshop,  will  give  satisfaction  with  little  loss  of 
time  or  even  attention  : 

Gently  heat  4.68  grams  of  metallic  mercury  with  10  to 
15  c.c.  of  sulphuric  acid  until  action  ceases,  replacing  the 
acid  dissipated  (about  5  c.c),  cool,  and  dilute  with  distilled 
water,  gradually  added. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Abel  Scholar. 

How  Travellers  are  Received. 
Sir, — I  wonder  if  any  of  your  readers  who  also  happen  to 
be  commercial  travellers  have  noticed  any  difference  in  the 
way  they  are  received  by  their  customers  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  The  difference  may  be  individual  or  it 
may  be  characteristic.  I  have  noticed  a  great  difference. 
My  ordinary  ground  is  Birmingham  and  the  surrounding 
district.  Now,  no  one  will  deny  that  the  Birmingham 
tradesman  is  business  to  the  core ;  the  very  air  throbs  with 
business  activity  and  life,  and  its  citizens  have  proved  their 
business  capacity  by  the  immense  progress  of  the  city;  but 
in  their  manner  there  is  a  certain  brusqueness  and  reserve 
which  to  a  commercial  is  most  difficult  to  break  down,  and 
does  not  tend  to  make  business-relations  the  most  cordial. 
The  same  applies  with  equal  force  to  Newcastle  and  district, 
both  busy  centres  of  the  manufacturing  districts  and  the 
strenuous  life  where  but  little  time  can  be  given  to  the 
mere  courtesies  of  life. 

The  other  week  I  took  a  special  journey  to  Liverpool,  and 
could  not  help  being  struck  with  the  difference.  Liverpool 
is  not  so  much  a  manufacturing-centre,  and  has  a  very  large 
floating  population,  bringing  its  tradesmen  in  constant  touch 
with  many  and  varied  types  of  customers  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  I  think  this  must  have  developed  a  more 
genial  friendly  disposition,  for  everywhere  I  went  I  found 
courtesy,  and,  even  where  I  secured  no  order,  I  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  seeing  the  right  person  and  had  the  chance  which 
every  commercial  so  much  desires  of  interviewing  his 
possible  customer.  Only  such  know  how  disappointing  it 
is  not  to  be  able  to  reach  your  man,  and  how  much  better 
it  feels  to  have  interviewed  and  lost  than  never  interviewed 
at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  who  shall  say  how  much  business 
men  may  lose  by  refusing  to  take  up  new  lines  or  to  hear 
what  other  houses  have  to  offer  for  their  advantage  ?  1  know 
the  time  of  the  busy  manager  of  a  big  concern  is  most 
valuable,  but  the  representative  who  knows  his  business 
will  take  good  care  to  encroach  on  it  as  little  as  possible,  as 
he  knows  well  that  the  man  who  is  too  ready  to  chat  in- 
definitely has  little  else  to  offer. 

From  the  very  nature  of  his  calling  the  experienced 
traveller  must  be  a  man  of  parts,  and  can  in  many  cases 
impart  useful  information.  I  say  feelingly  and  from  long 
experience  how  the  disappointment  of  not  getting  orders  is 
lessened  by  the  knowledge  that  one  has  had  a  fair  hearing 
and  has  had  one's  chance.  I  did  not  do  an  extra  amount 
of  trade  in  Liverpool,  but  I  came  away  in  a  happier  mood 
than  I  usually  do  from  a  week's  tramp  in  Birmingham. 
Representatives  of  business  houses  are  so  thick  upon  the 
ground  that  I  daresay  a  busy  man  finds  their  calls  somewhat 
of  a  nuisance;  at  the  same  time  they  may  also  save  his  time 
very  considerably  and  save  endless  correspondence.  Their 
duties  are  often  most  trying,  especially  in  opening  new 
ground,  hence  a  kindly  reception  is  so  cheering. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Thirty  Years  a  Commercial.  (27/90.) 


Letters  in  Brief. 
Mr.  D.  Evans  (New  Eltham)  informs  us  that  an  assistant 
is  trying  to  get  a  situation  with  a  reference  from  him.  Mr. 
Evans  desires  to  warn  his  fellow-chemists  against  the  man  as 
the  reference  is  false. 

Jay  Mack,  replying  to  "  A  Member.''  says  he  sought 
membership  at  Stoke  to  stop  the  "  windy  war."  "  I  had," 
he  adds,"  "  so  many  good  plans  which  appealed  to  the  biggest 
business  owner  in  North  Staffs  that  he  proposed  me.  As  to 
'A  Member's'  assertion  that  teaching  and  examining 
apprentices  would  lead  to  the  extinction  of  associations,  surely 
he  is  wanting  in  logic.  Have  not  many  associations  begun 
with  juniors  only  and  been  spoiled  by  the  masters  later  on  ?  " 

The  "  Mil."-— I  congratulate  you  (writes  M.P.S.,  42/17)  on 
the  humour  on  p.  262  regarding  the  "  mil."  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  word  as  a  reference  to  c.c.  is  a  great  mistake.  If  the 
metric  system  is  to  be  universally  used  in  this  country,  it  will 
be  better  to  adopt  the  nomenclature  used  in  the  pioneer 
countries,  and  it  is  decidedly  objectionable  that  "  mil  "  should 
be  printed  when  "c.c."  is  written. 

Scheduling  Results. — Ignotus  (41/4)  says:  "It  strikes  me 
that  the  poison  statistics  for  1905  go  to  prove  that  it  is  a  bad 
thing  rather  than  a  good  to  put  anything  on  the  poisons 
schedule.  The  statistics  of  deaths  from  carbolic  acid,  one  of 
the  most  recently  added  articles,  show  an  increase  rather  than 
a  decrease,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  such  things  as  oxalic 
acid  and  opium.  In  view  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
endeavour  to  get  a  number  of  other  articles  put  on  the 
schedule,  is  not  this  worthy  of  discussion  ?  In  1905  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  a  death  from  poisoning  by  aeetani- 
lidum.  Possibly  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  not  put  on 
the  poisons  schedule,  and  therefore  those  who  opposed  its 
inclusion  when  it  was  so  proposed  may  be  put  down  as  public 
benefactors."    [See  note  on  p.  297. — Ed.] 

Looking  Ahead.— Gadfly  (162/7)  writes:  "Seemingly  we 
chemists  are  most  delighted  when  an  unqualified  assistant  is 
'  held  up  '  to  the  tune  of  5J.  Do  we  ever  think  that  nearly 
all  of  us  [in  England  and  Wales]— good-looking  classy 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  dingy  outside 
rank  and  file — are  almost  every  day  breaking  the  strict  letter 
of  the  law  by  diagnosing  and  prescribing  for  various  ail- 
ments ?  I  trow  not  !  So  we  wrap  our  robe  of  righteousness 
around  us,  go  on  sinning,  and  when  a  poor  unfortunate  is 
caught  handing  over  a  bottle  of,  say,  Kay's  essence  we  hold 
up  our  hands  in  horror  and  say  '  What  a  crime  !  '  We  pass  an 
absurd  examination — the  subjects  of  which  are  of  no  eartMy 
use  to  the  ordinary  small-town  business.  Now  a  counter- 
prescribing,  tooth-extracting,  optical  diploma  would  be  of 
some  service;  and  when  a  medical  friend  drops  in  one  would 

not  have  to  hurry  out  that  pa  customer  with  a  penn'orth 

of  pills  and  not  a  word  of  advice.  '  Ishmael's '  suggestion 
re  small  branches,  is  most  sensible.  There  are  many  where 
no  dispensing  is  ever  done,  where  the  sale  of  poisons  is  an  odd 
pennyworth  of  laudanum  or  hyd.  am.,  and  where  the  profits 
will  not  pay  expenses  and  the  salary  of  a  qualified  man. 
These  branches,  I  suppose,  will  be  wiped  out  and  '  Ishmael's  ' 
little  grocers  will  no  doubt  reap  the  benefits." 


Dispensing  Notes. 


"What  Can  You  Do  ? 
Sir,— In  reply  to  "J.  W.  H."  (31/16),  I  would  suggest  that 
the  copious  precipitate  is  formed  by  the  ferri  tart,  and  calcii 
chloridi,  not  by  the  Fowler's  solution,  as  he  suggests.    I  havo 
made  the  mixture  as  follows  : 

Ferri  tart  gr.  xxiv. 

Aquam  ad   Jiiss. 

Solve  et  addo — 

Liq.  arsenicalis    mxxiv. 

With  this  there  is  no  precipitate.    Then  by  dissolving— 

Calcii  chloridi    31- 

Aquae    ••■  3i- 

and  adding 

Syr.  aurantii  5SS- 

These  two  solutions  when  mixed  form  a  precipitate  which 
on  standing  fills  half  the  bottle,  but  which  is  so  finely  divided 
and  shakes  up  so  easily  that  all  that  is  necessary  is  a  "  Shake- 
the-bottle  "  label.  Yours  truly, 

T.  S.  (42/22.) 

Argentum  (31/52).— Silvering  Varnished  Pills.— It  is  a 
common  experience  that  it  takes  much  more  silver  to  cover 
varnished  pills  than  unvarnished  pills.  The  pills  should  not 
be  allowed  to  become  quite  dry  after  varnishing,  before 
placing  them  in  the  silvering-pot.  An  alcoholic  varnish  is 
better,  as  it  remains  tacky  longer  than  an  ethereal  varnish. 
A  method  practised  by  some  dispensers  is  to  allow  the  pills  to 
dry  after  varnishing,  and  then  moisten  with  mucilage  to  which 
I  has  been  added  a  few  drops  of  liquor  potassse. 
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Legal  Queries. 


Dens  (42/38).— (1)  Wo  gave  particulars  in  our  issue  of  Feb- 
ruary 16  of  two  companies  formed  to  trade  as  dentists,  and 
scarcely  a  week  passes  without  such  registrations.  (2)  It  is 
no  more  necessary  for  a  company  to  employ  a  dentist  in  order 
to  use  the  title  "dentists  "  than  for  them  to  employ  a  chemist 
in  order  to  use  the  title  "  chemist  and  druggist."  Neither  is 
requisite  by  law,  which  is  the  grievance  that  is  proposed  to 
be  remedied  by  legislation.  See  '-The  Chemist's  Own 
Lawyer"  in  our  Diary  for  further  information. 

Sussex  (40/62).  Trade-marks  Registration.— Application 
to  register  a  mark,  or  series  of  marks,  in  one  class  is  made  on 
form  T.M.  No.  2,  bearing  a  10s.  stamp.  Four  additional 
representations  of  the  mark,  each  on  form  T.M.  No.  3  (free), 
must  accompany  the  application.  A  separate  application- 
form  is  required  in  respect  to  each  class  in  which  registration 
is  desired.  Should  registration  be  effected  through  an  a°-ent 
an  authorisation-form,  T.M.  No.  1  (free),  must  be  filled  in. 
{,Vhe,  application  is  accepted  it  is  advertised  in  the  official 

Trade-marks  Journal,"  and,  for  each  mark,  though  con- 
sisting only  of  a  word,  a  wood-block  or  electrotype  (zinco- 
types  and  process-blocks  arc  frequently  rejected  as  unsuitable) 
has  to  be  furnished  on  formal  demand  bv  the  Registrar  If 
unopposed  it  is  registered  after  one  month  from  the  date  of 
advertisement,  and  the  fee  for  this  (11.)  is  sent  in  on  form 
l.M .  JNo.  11.  For  a  series  of  marks  in  one  class  the  registra- 
tion-tee is  1/.  for  the  first  mark  and  5s.  everv  other  Regis- 
tration expires  at  the  end  of  fourteen  years,  and  renewal  may 
be  effected  on  form  T.M.  12  (fee  11.).  To  ascertain  whether 
a  mark  is  already  on  the  Register  request  for  a  search  by  the 
Registrar  may  bo  made  on  form  T.M.  28  (10s.).  All  the«e 
forms  are  obtainable  direct  from  the  Inland  Revenue  Office 
Koyal  Courts  of  Justice  (Room  6),  London,  W.C.  (on  payment 
of  return  registered  postage),  or.  at  a  few  days'  notice'  from 
any  money-order  office.  Certain  chief  post-offices  keep  them 
in  stock.  1 

Verddgris  (43/27).— Paregoric,  however  sold,  must  be 
labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article  and  the  word  "  Poison  "  • 
it  by  retail  the  name  and  address  of  the  seller  have  to  be 
added.    Verdigris  is  not  a  legal  poison. 

A  Subscriber  (38/1).— A  person  holding  a  wine-Keonce  mav 
sell  wine  medicated  to  any  degree  he  pleases.  In  the  case  of 
wines  for  which  there  is  a  commonly  accepted  standard  of 
strength  he  may  infringe  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
if  he  sells  wines  made  according  to  different  standards,  the 
fact  not  being  stated  to  the  purchaser  at  the  time  of  sale  or 
otherwise.  This  applies  to  quinine-wine,  and  if  it  is  made  of 
less  strength  than  1  grain  per  oz.  the  fact  must  be  stated, 
-the  label  which  you  send  cannot  bo  used  with  B.P  quinine- 
wine  without  a,  medicine-stamp,  as  the  possessive  case  is  used  ; 

but  if  you  call  it  "  -'s  Orange  Tonic  Wine  Medicated  with 

Quinine,    it  may  be  sold  as  an  excisable  wine  of  any  strength 
less  than  1  gram  per  oz.  v 

A  H.  C.  (40/29)  is  a  yearly  tenant,  and  the  property  reverts 
t  «  !  guU£^  landlord  at  midsummer  next.  In  the  event 
ot  A.  ±i.  C.  not  coming  to  terms  with  the  new  landlord 
can  the_ latter  turn  him  out  on  taking  over  the  premises  with- 
out giving  notice  ?  If  not.  what  notice  ought  "  A  H  C  "  to 
have  ?  [The  ground  landlord  is  entitled  to  recover  possession 
of  the  premises  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  and  is  not  bound 
by  any  arrangements  entered  into  bv  his  lessee  with  our  sub- 
scriber, and  unless  our  subscriber  makes  terms  with  the 
ground  landlord  previously  he  may  find  himself  a  defendant 
in  an  action  for  ejectment,  to  which  action  he  would  ap- 
parently have  no  defence.  If  our  subscriber  wishes  to  remain 
in  possession,  it  would  be  advisable  for  him  to  open  up  negotia- 
tions with  the  ground  landlord  for  a  new  tenancy.] 
.  L  A-  (42/4). — If  you  can  prove  that  a  statement  on  your 
invoices,  to  the  effect  that  interest  is  charged  on  overdue 
accounts,  was  known  and  agreed  to  by  your  customer  at  the 
time  the  goods  were  purchased,  it  would  be  evidence  in 
favour  of  your  claim  for  interest.  Such  a  statement  would 
no  doubt,  serve  your  purpose  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  ; 
but  a  good  legal  fighter  would  have  little  difficulty  in  show- 
ing that  it  was  no  part  of  the  contract  when  the  goods  were 
purchased. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during-  the  past  twelve  months. 


?•  i^/22)— The  legal  treatise  published  in  the 
Chemists  and  Drugg,sts'  Diary  is  the  most  complete  guide  to 
the  law  affecting  chemists.  "The  Pharmacy  and  Poison 
Laws    manual  is  out  of  print 


Verax  (23/49). — Incandescent-gas  Lighting  as  an  industrial 
art  was  founded  by  the  introduction  by  Sir  Henry  Drunnnond 
in  1826  of  the  oxy-hydrogen  limelight.  In  this  light  limo  is 
burnt  by  means  of  the  very  hot  flame  of  mixed  oxygen  and 
hydrogen,  the  incandescent  lime  being  a  brilliant  illuminant. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  apply  the  principle  to  domcstio 
lighting.  Talbot  in  1835,  in  the  "  Philosophical  Magazine," 
states  that  paper  soaked  in  a  solution  of  calcium  chloride  and 
burnt  in  a  spirit  flame  leaves  a  white  ash  that  emits  a  brilliant 
light.  Cruikshank  in  1839  tried  to  coat  a  platinum-wire  cage 
with  limo,  but  the  different  co-efficients  of  expansion  and  con- 
duction of  heat  by  platinum  and  quicklime  were  fatal  to 
success.  In  1850  Frankenstein  introduced  a  netted  fabric 
coated  with  a  thin  paste  of  magnesia,  lime,  and  sodium  chloride 
mixed  with  gum  arabic.  The  mantles  were,  however,  too  fragile 
to  be  successful.  Clamond  and  Fahnehjclm  subsequently 
devised  a  series  of  thin  sticks  of  magnesia  and  other  mineral 
oxides  to  give  luminous  flames  to  water-gas,  but  it  was  left 
to  Carl  Auer  von  Welsbach  in  1885  to  make  the  invention 
which  has  developed  into  such  an  enormous  industry.  Wels- 
bach's  first  patent  process  has  undergone  many  modifica- 
tions, but  the  principle  remains  the  same — a  skeleton  of  rare 
earths  heated  to  incandescence  in  an  atmospheric  or  modified 
Bunsen  burner.  Cylinders  of  cotton  net  8  in.  long  arc  sewn 
together  at  one  end  and  an  asbestos  loop  fixed  for  supporting 
the  mantle  on  a  carrying-rod.  The  fabric  is  then  soaked  in  a 
solution  of  nitrates  of  thorium  and  cerium  in  the  proportion 
of  99  per  cent,  of  thorium  and  1  per  cent,  of  cerium.  The 
mantles  are  then  wrung  out,  stretched  over  a  mould  and 
dried.  The  next  step  is  to  burn  the  mantles  to  reduce  tho 
cotton  to  ash  and  the  nitrates  to  oxides.  The  skeleton  of  ash 
thus  obtained  is  strengthened  by  being  dipped  in  flexible 
collodion,  which  is  burnt  away  when  the  mantle  is  required 
for  use.  Recently  attention  has  been  given  to  the  fabric 
which  forms  the  base  of  the  mantle  in  the  direction  of  em- 
ploying other  fabrics  than  cotton,  such  as  ramie  or  artificially 
prepared  nitro-cellulose,  the  object  being  to  overcome  tho 
great  drawback  of  incandescent  systems — the  fragility  of  tho 
mantles. 

Sealskin  (23/19).— (1)  Feather-dyeing.— See  G.  <£•  D.,  Feb- 
ruary 16,  p.  278.  (2)  The  quantity  of  liquor  morphinae  in  a  pro- 
prietai-y  cough-mixture  does  not  generally  exceed  5  minims. 
As  the  official  maximum  is  given  at  60  minims,  you  will  see 
that  the  dose  mentioned  is  well  within  the  safety  limits,  suffi- 
cient allowance  being  made  for  the  variation  in  the  size  of 
domestic  spoons  and  the  fact  that  the  doses  mentioned  on 
labels  are  not  always  adhered  to. 

Sodium  (28/19). — Books  on  Analytical  Chemistry. — We 
gave  a  complete  list  of  the  useful  books  on  this  subject  in 
the  Chemists''  and  Druggists''  Diary,  1906,  to  which  please 
refer. 

Analyst  (34/5). — Aniodol,  invented  by  Dr.  Sedan,  of  Mar- 
seilles, is  "  a  glycerin  solution  of  trimethylamine  combined 
with  a  substance  of  the  ally  1  series."  It  is  an  antiseptic  and 
deodorant,  is  odourless,  colourless,  only  slightly  toxic,  and 
permanent  in  composition. 

A".  Y.  Z.  (24/30). — Liquor  Ferri  Phosph.  pro  syrupo  de- 
posits with  change  of  temperature,  because  the  liquid  is  fully 
saturated  and  on  account  of  the  oxidation  that  takes  place. 
This  cannot  be  prevented  in  a  practicable  manner  :  it  is  an 
inherent  property  of  the  liquid  and  one  of  the  disadvantages 
of  striving  after  concentration. 

Bicuspid  (37/73). — Salol  Dentifrice. — A  rose-flavoured 
variety  is  obtained  from  the  recipe  in  "Pharmaceutical 
Formulas"  by  modifying  the  perfume  ingredients.  In  place 
of  oil  of  peppermiy.t  use  oil  of  rose-geranium  and  omit  the 
oils  of  fennel,  cloves,  and  cinnamon,  but  retain  and  increase 
the  quantity  of  the  oil  of  anise. 

Ignoramus  (30/34). — Meat-and-malt  Wine. — You  could  re- 
move the  greater  part  of  the  salt  from  extract  of  meat  by 
dialysis,  but  a  salt-free  meat-preparation,  such  as  liquor 
carnis,  in  which  glycerin  is  the  preservative,  can  be  advan- 
tageously employed. 

Saccharum  (35/25). — Gravy-salt  is  a  mixture  of  caramel 
and  salt,  the  purpose  of  the  salt  being  to  dilute  the  burnt 
sugar  so  that  too  much  is  not  used.  There  seems  no  reason 
why  a  proportion  of  meat  extract  should  not  be  one  of  the 
ingredients  of  gravy-salt. 

B.  L.  B.  (Calcutta)  (27/19).— Coconut  Oil  is  deodorised  and 
decolorised  by  manufacturers  of  edible  fats,  but  the  pro- 
cesses are  not  public  property.  The  methods  generally  in- 
volve heating  the  oil  with  water  to  which  alum,  borax,  or 
silicate  of  soda  has  been  added,  and  subsequent  treatment 
with  animal  charcoal  (about  1  cwt.  for  a  ton  of  oil). 

Poultry  (32/18).— Feather-preservative.— We  believe  borio 
acid  mixed  with  potassium  nitrate  is  what  poulterers  use,  but 
probably  alum  would  answer  equally  well. 
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Maltex  (14/60).— Malt  Extract.— The  following  is  the 
method  of  manufacture  as  given  in  the  United  States 
Pharmacopoeia  of  1880: 

Malt  in  coarse  powder,  not  finer  than  No.  12,  100  parts ; 
water,  a  sufficient  quantity.  Upon  the  powder,  contained 
in  a  suitable  vessel,  pour  100  parts  of  water  and  macerate 
for  six  hours.  Then  add  400  parts  of  water,  heated  to  about 
30°  C,  and  digest  for  an  hour  at  a  temperature  not  ex- 
ceeding 55°  C.  Strain  the  mixture  with  strong  expression. 
Finally,  by  means  of  a  water-bath  or  vaccuum-apparatus 
at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  55°  C,  evaporate  the 
strained  liquid  rapidly  to  the  consistence  of  thick  honey. 
Keep  the  product  in  well-closed  vessels  in  a  cool  place. 

No  preservative-agent  is  required.  The  extract  keeps  a  long 
time  if  the  containing  vessel  is  air-tight. 

A.  G.  &  S.  (39/38).— The  tablet  you  send  is  of  the  type  known 
as  naso  pharyngeal  compound,  the  composition  being : 


Sodii  chloridi  

...    gr.  yij. 

Boracis  

...    gr.  iiss. 

Acidi  borici   

...    gr.  | 

Sodii  benzoatis   

...    gr.  i 

Cocaina?  hydrochlor  

...    gr.  £ 

Menthol.   

...  gr. 

Thymol.   

...    gr.  ,JD 

01.  gaultheriee   

... 

It.  T.  L.  (20/1). — Artificial-flower  Compound. — This  we 
cannot  identify. 

F.  H.  B.  (36/21). — (1)  Nitric-acid  Stains  on  blue  cloth  can- 
not be  removed  by  chemical  means,  as  the  acid  oxidises  both 
the  fabric  and  the  dye.  (2)  Combined  Fixing  and  Toning 
Bath— Refer  to  C.  <k  D.,  October  27,  1906,  p.  661,  or  "  Phar- 
maceutical Formulas."  We  cannot  repeat  the  formula  yet 
awhile. 

Manchester  (36/40). — The  dry-cell  batteries  need  renewing; 
they  cannot  be  renovated  like  accumulators. 

Carica  (41/33). — Cod-liver-oil  Emulsion. — You  had  better 
read  up  the  subject  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  where 
ten  pages  are  occupied  with  the  different  processes.  We 
cannot  jive  th«  snaoe  in  this  column  to  an  adequate  descrip- 
tion of  the  methods. 

E.  G.  (32/15). — Cough -mixture. — A  mixture  containing  hq. 
morphinae  my.,  aq.  laurocerasi  mviij.,  spt.  chloroform! 
miv.,  syr.  limonis  3ss.,  glycerini  5ss.  in  each  tablespoonful 
would  fairly  represent  the  sample  you  send. 

D.  L.  (38/33). — The  Ointment  for  Swollen  Glands  is  iodine 
ointment. 

B.  C.  (32/8). — Deodorising  Tannery-waste. — Mercuric 
chloride,  chlorinated  lime,  arsenic,  and  carbolic  acid  are  used 
in  some  tanneries  to  keep  down  the  smell  of  spent  tan 
liquor.  The  result  is  not  satisfactory,  and  apparently  the 
best  method  is  a  system  of  precipitation  followed  by  filtra- 
tion through  a  coke  or  gravel  filter.  The  liquor  is  run  into 
settling-tanks,  and  alum  or  crude  iron  sulphate  added;  the 
clear  liquid  is  run  off  to  a.  coke  filter,  where  bacterial 
agencies  work  to  produce  an  inodorous  filtrate,  which  can  be 
discharged  into  the  sewer.  The  sludge  is  collected,  and  either 
burnt  or  dried  for  use  as  manure.  As  regards  the  choking  of 
the  sewer,  the  waste  sulphuric  acid  and  lime-liquors  should  be 
mixed  and  allowed  to  react  before  being  discharged  into  the 
sewer. 

Belladonna  (36/56). — Bird  sand. — There  is  nothing  special 
about  the  sample  of  bird-sand;  it  should  be  obtainable  locally 
from  a  gravel-pit  or  from  the  sea-shore.  Special  kinds  of 
bird-grit  are  obtainable,  for  which  consult  the  Buyers'  Guide 
of  the  C.  &  D.  Diary. 

_  Eczema  (20/2).— Eczema-cure.— We  cannot  identify  the 
liquid  you  send.  There  is  iron  present,  and  the  colouring  is 
cudbear,  but  beyond  that  we  cannot  go. 

W.  B.  (30/26). — See  recipe  for  pickling-vincgar  given  above. 
We  do  not  reply  to  miscellaneous  inquiries  by  post. 

Querist  (29/23). — Soap-powder. — For  formula  see  C.  <L  D., 
December  29,  1906,  p.  980,  or  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas," 
p.  357. 

R.  H.  (41/39). — (1)  You  must  repeat  your  first  inquiry  as 
we  cannot  make  out  what  you  mean.  (2)  We  are  inquiring 
about  the  printer. 

T.  W.  (37/6).— (1)  Essence  of  Cognac  Brandy: 


Oil  of  cognac   £  oz. 

Oil  of  neroli  ...  _    30  minims 

Essence  of  tonquin   £  oz. 

Essence  of  vanilla    2  oz. 

Acetic  ether   5  oz. 

Rectified  spirit    10  oz. 

Mix  and  filter. 


(2)  Essence  of  Rum  : 

Butyric  ether   2  oz. 

Acetic  ether   1  oz. 

Acetate  of  amy]    li  dr. 

Essence  of  vanilla   li  oz. 

Tincture  of  orris    2  oz. 

Rectified  spirit    13  oz. 

Mix  and  filter. 


Spruce  (34/8).— (1)  Books  on  Varnishes. — See  C.  &  J>. 
Diary,  1906.  (2)  Moulding  Hand-tablets. — If  these  have  a> 
hard-paraffin  basis  they  are  shaped  by  pouring  into  wetted 
metal  moulds. 

Barracks  (35/14). — Concentrated  Essence  of  Blace 
Currants  : 

Fine  vanilla,  cut  small    1  oz. 

Buchu-Ieaves  ...       ...       ...    4  oz. 

Rectified  spirit    1  pint 

Macerate  for  seven  days,  press,  filter,  and  add  : 

Butyric  ether  2  dr. 

Acetic  ether  1  dr. 

Amyl  valerianate   5  minims 

Essence  of  pear   10  minims 

Colour  with  the  croceine  scarlet  solution,  a  formula  fo? 
which  was  given  in  the  C.  &  D.,  January  26,  p.  160. 

Pickling-vinegab. — Referring  to  a  reply  given  in  these- 
columns  on  February  9,  p.  244,  J.  W.  G.  (38/61)  writes: 

If  your  correspondent  will  try  the  following  he  will  find 
it  a  good  all-round  pickling  vinegar.    I  have  used  and  sold 


it  for  over  twenty  years  : 

Acid,  acetic.  B.P   Jj. 

Aquae    Jv. 

Sacch.  ust    q.s. 


Cbemiste'  Minfcows. 

From  Photographs  by  "  C.  &  D."  Subscribers. 


tthi>iwit*»    in   i  lili  ■  l.  hi  i  'iiryrrrl  T~— -     '  ••  -  --■  ucw*      .t^**.  MM 

Some  months  ago  Mr.  Rex  Blanchford,  chemist  and 
optician,  Richmond,  acquired  the  business  of  the  late 
Mr.  T.  E.  Kirkman  at  76  High  Street,  Wimbledon.  He 
has  now  reconstructed  the  frontage,  and  the  photograph 
illustrates  its  style  as  well  as  the  window  arrangement. 
The  front  is  built  in  teak,  handsomely  carved.  The  stall- 
board  consists  of  Doulton  tiles  with  the  description 
"  Chemist  and  Optician"  run  in  in  the  baking.  The  shop 
lobby  presents  a  handsome  appearance.  Owing  to  the 
elevation  of  the  shop  it  was  necessary  to  devise  some  means 
of  taking  off  the  height.  This  was  done  by  making  two 
divisions  of  stained  glass,  which  has  thus  become  a  feature 
of  the  front,  the  design  and  colouring  of  the  glass  being 
particularly  fine.  The  interior  of  the  shop  has  been  entirely 
redecorated  and  enlarged,  and  a  dark-room  and  a  sight- 
testing  room  are  among  the  interior  features.  The  window 
to  the  left  is  devoted  to  optical  and  photographic  goods,  and 
the  other  to  Vinolia  products. 
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TTraoe^marfts  Hpplleo  ]for. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned  appli- 
cations should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Comp- 
troller-General of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks,  at  the 
Patents  Office,  zs  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane, 
London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned.  The 
objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form  No.  7,  cost  £1, 
obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  6,  1907.) 
"  Owbeidge's  Lung-tonic  "  within  a  letter  "  O  "  ;  for  a  medi- 
cine.   By  W.   T.   Owbridge,   Ltd.,  Kingston-on-Hull. 
286,047. 

"  Cuhexema  "  (disclaimed),  and  signature  on  ointment-box 
label ;  for  a  medicine.  By  Maurice  Smith,  54  Oxford 
Street,  Kidderminster.  287,185. 

"  Lax-ETS  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By  W.  Gerson, 
13  Edith  Villas,  W.  Kensington,  London.  288,057. 

" Neuraloids  "  and  device  of  head  with  brain  exposed;  for 
medicine.  By  W.  Yearnshaw,  334  Liverpool  Street,  Sal- 
ford.  288,422. 

"  Carolt  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By  L.  Wing,  Ltd., 
39  Regent  Street,  Weston-super-Mare.  288,754. 

"  Cystopurin  " ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  3.  By  A.  Wiilfing, 
231  Friedrichstrasse,  Berlin.  288,836. 

"  Eureka  "  and  device ;  for  consumption  and  other  prepara- 
tions. By  Eureka  Consumption-cure,  94  Pitt  Street, 
Sydney,  N.S.W.  288,923. 

"  Iostas  "  on  an  ivy-leaf ;  for  surgical  bandages.  By  Foreign 
Chemists,  Ltd.,  49  Haymarket,  London,  S.W.  288,456. 

"  Alktjris  "  on  label  device  ;  for  an  aerated  water.  By  H.  H. 
Hughes  &  Co.,  18  Cambridge  Parade,  E.  Twickenham. 
286,456. 

"Mtdens";  for  dentifrices.    By  J.  W.  Turner,  L.D.S.I., 

St.  Bernard's  Road,  Olton,  Warwick.  286.908. 
"  Winsome  "  and  device  of  a  woman's  head ;  for  perfumery. 

By  Winsome  Soap  Co.,  Highfield,  Littleton,  Liversedge, 

Yorks.  288,658. 
"Enigma";  for  a  perfume.    By  Parfumerie  Lubin,  11  Rue 

Royale,  Paris.  289,111. 
"  Coleo  "  :  for  perfumery.    By  Colgate  &  Co.,  55  John  Street 

New  York,  U.S.A.  289,149. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  February  13,  1907.) 
"Diamalt";  for  chemicals  in  Classes  1  and  2.    By  British 
Diamalt  Co.,  13  Southwark  Street,  London.  284,957 
284,958. 

"Halac";  for  chemicals  in  Class  1.    By  British  Xylonite 

Co.,  Ltd.,  Hale  End,  Chingford.  288,773. 
"  Polo-tint  "  and  "  Sayvol  "  ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  1.  By 

C.  Herndeen  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  4  Anson  Place,  Liverpool. 

288,812.  p 

"  Gripon  "  and  device ;  for  chemicals  in  Class  1.  Bv  Pinchin, 
Johnson  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  23  Billiter  Street,  London  E  c' 
288,855. 

"Vitalene";  for  chemicals  in  Class  1.    By  W.  J.  Moore, 

1  Rydalmere,  Ravenhill  Road,  Belfast.  289,386. 
"Dethfli";  for  chemicals  in  Class  2.    By  H.  P.  Lovatt 

6  Water  Street,  Todmorden.  288,376. 
"  Iodotan  "  ;  for  a  veterinarv  chemical.  By  Willows,  Francis 

Butler  &  Thompson,  Ltd.,  40  Aldersgate  Street,  London' 

E.C.    289,108.  ■   

Comina  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received  by 
the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week, 

Saturday,  February  23. 

Inter-Pharmacy   Football   League.     Matches:    Metro's  v. 
Westminster  (Gorringe  Park) ;  Square  v.  Muter's. 
Tuesday,  February  26. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kennington 
Park  Road,  London,  S.E.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  J.  D.  Kettle, 
B.Sc.  on  "The  Production  of  Toned  Lantern-slides  by 
Development."  The  College  will  be  open  at  7  p.m.  to 
•enable  inspection  of  photographs  and  apparatus  sent  by 
Messrs.  Houghton's,  Ltd.,  the  Paget  Prize  Plate  Co.,  and 
Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Sir  John  Cass  Technical 
Institute,  Jewry  Street,  Aldgate,  London,  E.C,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Lecture,  with  experiments,  by  Dr.  George 
Senter,  B.Sc,  Ph.C,  on  "  Catalysis." 

Blackpool  and  Fylde  Chemists'  Association,  Palatine  Hotel 
Blackpool,  at  8.45  p.m.  Annual  meeting  and  election  of 
officers. 


Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Room  No.  2,  Grand 
Hotel,   Birmingham,   at  8.30  p.m.    Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock 
"  Remarks  on  Commercial  Chemicals  used  in  Pharmacy." 
Wednesday,  February  27. 

School  of  Pharmacy  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Troca- 
dcro  Restaurant,  Piccadilly  Circus,  London,  W.,  at 
7.30  p.m.  Annual  dinner.  Mr.  J.  R.  Young  (President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society)  will  be  in  the  chair. 
Tickets  (6s.  each)  from  Messrs.  Adams  and  Sanders,  Hon. 
Secretaries  of  the  Dinner  Committee,  17  Bloomsbury 
Square,  W.C. 

Society  of  Chemist -Opticians,  St.  Bride  Institute.  Bride  Lane, 
Ludgate  Circus,  London,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  Evening  con- 
ference and  short  paper  by  the  President  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Crosland)  entitled  "A  Few  Notes  on  some  of  My  Cases." 

Public  Dispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride 
Lane,  Ludgate  Circus,  London,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  Paper  by 
Mr.  Frank  Goldby,  Ph.C. 

Tecsside  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Stockton-on- 
Tees,  at  8  p.m.  Annual  dinner.  Mr.  John  Harrison 
(Sunderland)  will  represent  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Nottingham  Chemists'  Athletic  Club,  Calvert's  Cafe,  Long 
Row,  at  9  p.m.    Annual  meeting  and  election  of  officers. 

Thursday,  February  28. 

Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland,  11  Waring 
Street,  Belfast.    Annual  meeting  and  social  evening. 

Association-  of  Certificated  Dispensers,  Apothecaries'  Hall, 
Blackfriars,  London,  E.G.,  at  7.30  p.m.  Annual  general 
meeting.  Address  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Toogood,  M.D.(Lond.), 
barristor-at-law. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  at  8  p.m. 
Mr.  J.  G.  Wallbridge  on  "  The  Human  Eye  and  Photo- 
graphic Camera  Compared." 

N  orth-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association,  Darwen. 
Whist-drive.  Those  intending  to  be  present  should  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Lomax. 

Barnsley  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  at  6.30  p.m. 
Paper  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Scott  Smith,  Sheffield  City  analyst. 
Friday,  March  1. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Associa- 
tion, 36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.  "  Pharmacy  Notes,"  by 
Mr.  J  Lothian. 


The  twenty-sixth  annual  junior  pharmacy  ball  will  be  held 
at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street,  London,  W.,  on 
March  6.  Dancing  will  begin  at  9  p.m.,  and  carriages  may  be 
ordered  for  3.30  a.m.  Tickets,  including  supper  and  light 
refreshments  (7s.  6d.  each),  from  the  Stewards  or  Mr.  J.  E, 
Southon  (Hon."  Secretary),  8  Leadenhall  Street,  London,  E.G. 


College  IRotee* 

The  Inter-Pharmacy  League. — London  College  v.  Metro's. 
This  match,  played  on  Saturday,  February  16,  at  Shepherd's 
Bush,  resulted  in  a  runaway  win  for  the  Londoners  by  four- 
teen goals  to  nil.  The  Square  and  London  now  stand  level  in 
the  competition,  and  a  replay  between  them  becomes  neces- 
sary. 

Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy.— On  Wednesday  last  week 
the  students  of  this  school  visited  the  laboratories  of  the 
Glasgow  Apothecaries'  Company  at  St.  Rollox.  Mr.  Bowie, 
the  manager,  conducted  the  party  over  the  premises,  and  he 
gave  the  visitors  a  good  object-lesson  in  practical  pharmacy 
and  materia  medica,  for  which  he  was  cordially  thanked  by 
the  students. 


WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  following  educational  institutions  are  advertising  in 
this  issue : 

School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C. 
South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
London,  S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kennington 

Park  Road,  London,  S.E. 
London  College  of  Chemistry,  Pharmacy,  and  Botanv, 

323  Clapham  Road,  London,  S.W. 
South  of  England  College  of  Pharmacy,  186  Clapham  Road, 

London,  S.W. 

Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  100  and  102  Burlington 

Street,  Manchester. 
Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy,  180  West  Regent  Street, 

Glasgow. 

Manchester  College  of  Pharmacy,  225a  and  227a  Oxford 
Road,  Manchester. 
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Exchange  Column— Bargains, 

TERMS. 

One  halfpenny  per  word  with  name  and  address.    One  penny  per  word  if  we  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6d. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


APPARATUS. 

THREE  chemical,  retorts,  standards,  flasks,  warms,  connections, 
Bunsen  burners,  thermometers  (fitted  rubber  stoppers),  quantity 
of  spare  flasks,  measures,  glasses,  etc.,  all  nearly  new  ;  in  London. 
Write  to  "  E.  B.,"  c/o  Housekeeper,  37  Walbrook,  E.C. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

WHAT  cash  offers  for  "Pharmaceutical  Journal,"  posted  Mondays? 

A.  E.,  213  High  Street,  Poole. 
PRELIM,  student's  set  of  latest  books,  cheap  ;   also  Minor  books. 

"  Sodium,"  4  Cobham  Road,  Kingston,  S.W. 
"CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST,"  1871  to  1907,  "Diaries,"  1834  to 

1907;  any  offer?   158/28,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
"  PHARMACEUTICAL  JOURNAL,"  posted  Fridays,  5s. ;  "  Chemists' 

Annuals,"  1906,  1907,  2s.  bd.  each.   H.  Lycett,  Corporation  Road, 

Workington. 

CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST,"  1300-1902,  1903-1904  ;  "  British  Phar- 
macopoeia," 1898  ;  all  as  new;  Martindale  latest  wanted.  Cros- 
land,  Cromwell  Street,  Nottingham. 

■"  NOSTRUMS,"  a  pamphlet  giving  the  composition  of  all  promi- 
nently advertised  patent  medicines  of  every  description  ;  Id.  post 
free,.  P.O.  preferred.   H.  Mars,  Bain  Square,  Dundee. 

GREENISH';*  "  Materia  Medica,"  7s.  bd.  ;  Greenisli's  "  Foods  and 
Drugs,"  7s.  bd.;  White's  "  Pharmacopoedia,"  7s.  bd. ;  "B.P.," 
1898,  6s. ;  Scott's  "  Flowering  Plants,"  2s. ;  Thompson's  "  Elec- 
tricity and  Magnetism,"  2s.;  Glazebrook's  "Heat  and  Light," 
3s. ;  Lowson's  "  Botany,"  3s.  bd. ;  Southall's  "  Materia  Medica," 
1896,  2s.  bd. ;  Everett's  "  Physics,"  2s. ;  Edmond's  "  Botany," 
Is.  bd.  ■  Hall  and  Knight's  "  Algebra,"  •  2s. ;  Low's  "English 
Language,"  2s.;  Deighton's  "Euclid,"  2s.;  48  Knight's  Materia 
Medica  and  Botanical  Slides,  10s.  bd.  White,  Glenholme, 
Sidcup. 

DRUGS  AND  CHEMICALS. 

MORPH.  hydrochlor.  B.P.,  5s.  4d.  per  oz. ;  overstocked.  Hethering- 

ton,  Chemist,  Moffat. 
OFFERS  for  21  lb.  pulv.  amm.  carb. ;   wanted,  dispensing-scales. 

Clark,  Chemist,  Colwall. 
OFFERS  wanted. — li  cwt.  paraffin  wax,  f  cwt.  cerasin  wax,  2  cwt. 

ultramarine  blue,  12  lb.  ol.  citronelle.    Hampson's,  Wholesale 

Druggists,  Westhoughton. 
FAIR  offer  wanted.— 2  lb.  Jackson's  Mitcham  lavender,  2  lb.  Mont 

Blanc  lavender,  about  90  oz.  bergamot,  1  lb.  French  geranium, 

10  oz.  ehieranthia,  about  250  oz.  special  ottos  prepared  by  Four 

Courts  Perf.  Co.,  30  lb.  white  wax,  14  lb.  Hubbock  zinc  oxide. 

Ernest  Fleming,  Watford. 

FORMULAE. 

NOTHING  pays  like  your  own  specialities;  Lee's  100  practical 
reoipes  contain  all  that  the  up-to-date  chemist  requires,  2s.  bd. 
post  free.   Lee,  Chemist,  Teddington. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES, 

FOUR  trial  koko  ;  cost  5s.  lOd. ;  new  ;  5s.  carriage  paid.  Cohen, 
Chemist,  Norwich. 


SHARES. 

SHARES  for  sale.    Sec  p.  96. 

15  LEWIS  <fc  BURROWS  ordinary  shares;  what  offers?  Reply, 
■'  M.  T.  W.,"  e/o  Orridge  &  Co.," 56  Ludgate  Hill. 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

BARGAIN. — Must  be  sold  at  once,  complete  fittings.  Chemist's  shop, 
including  upright  and  bent  cases,  dispensing-screen,  and  counters, 
shop-rounds,  etc.  Apply.  Foot.  6  Seven  Sisters  Road.  Holloway.  N. 

LEATH  &  ROSS'S  £5  5»\  homoeopathic  upright  mahogany  counter 
case,  containing  17  dozen  assorted  tinctures, •pilules,  "Laurie's- 
Guide,"  perfect  order,  opens  back;  what  offers?  or  will  ex- 
change for  optician's  trial  case,  mounted  lenses,  etc.  Particulars 
to  Orange,  Chemist,  Aldershot. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

SODA  fountain  for  sale  ;  good  upright  counter  case  taken  in  part 
payment.  Can  be  seen  at  Spink's  American  Pharmacy,  27  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  W. 

DENTAL  showcase,  semi-circular,  IK  by  11J  by  9  in.,  glass  shelves 
(cost  30s.),  12s.  6(7.;  dental  electric  mouth  lamp  (cost  £1), 
7s.  bd.   RotJTXY,  6C6  Fulham  Road,  S.W. 

NO.  2  special  Bullet  camera,  2  plate  holders,  Brownie  tank-developer, 
7  Paget's  malted  farina.  3s. ;  Rooke's  elixir,  lis. ;  6  in.  indigo, 
4  in.  isinglass  (dirty),  28  in.  emp.  roborans,  1  cwt.  Thumb  blue, 
4  brass  enemas  in  cases;  what  offers?  Richardson,  Chemist, 
Annan. 

DISPENSING-SCREEN,  6  ft.,  mirror  centre,  cases,  mirror  back, 
8-ft.  counter  under,  handsome  fixture,  £8 ;  wall-case,  8  ft.  by 
9  ft.  6  in.,  solid  mahogany,  plate-glass  doors,  sponge-case  centre, 
£13  to  clear ;  set  dental  forceps,  new,  best  Sheffield  make,  12-in. 
leather  case,  price  £2  18s.  bd.   Smith,  3  Belgrave  Terrace,  Leeds- 


WANTED. 

TICKET-WRITER;  good  condition.  Httghes,  Chemist,  372  Harrow- 
Road,  W. 

PRINTING  outfit  for  handbills;  cash  or  exchange.  Wade,  56  Boaler 
Street,  Liverpool. 

MINOR  books,  chemists'  books,  for  cash  or  exchange.  Gowee,  Book- 
seller, Waterloo,  Liverpool. 

OUTDOOR  red  globe  lamp,  with  ornamental  bracket ;  also  filter. 
Smith,  68  Ley  Street,  Ilford. 

A  SECONDHAND  outside  lamp,  circular  Ruby  ;  only  lamp  required, 
not  support.  Davies,  393  Commercial  Road  East. 

PROJECTING  sign,  "Cash  Chemist."  "Drug  Store,"  or  "Store- 
Prices."    Descriptive  price  to  159/1,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

HAND  mixing  and  sieving  machine ;  also  quick-drying  machine 
for  small  quantities  of  salines.   159/3,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

DENTAL  chair  (branch  practice  pattern),  impression  trays,  upper 
and  lower  ;  lowest  prices.    "  Ajax  "  (160/5),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

BARREL  cheap  cod-liver  oil,  petroleum  emulsion,  baking-powder 
tins,  secondhand  bottles,  medicine,  malt.  I.  C,  Lingdale,  Boos- 
beck.  Yorks. 

GARDNER'S  sifter  and  mixer,  secondhand,  in  good  condition ; 
300  lb.  capacity.  Address  letters,  stating  how  long  used  and  full 
particulars,  to  43/45,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

ADDRESSES  WANTED. 

ADDRESS  of  The  Toilet  Requisites  Co.,  late  of  Church  Street,  Bir- 
•  mingham.   20/15,  Office  of  this  Paper. 
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